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ANTI-STERLITE PROTEST: MASS 
MURDER BY POLICE FIRING AT 

to inspect the copper smelting plant and submit a report. The
study found high levels of copper, lead, cadmium and fluoride in
the groundwater in the area In March 2013 hundreds of

THOOTHUKUDI (TUTICORIN)

Thirteen people were killed and several injured in police

firing in the port city of Thoothukudi (Tuticorin) in Tamil Nadu
on 22 May 2018 after a crowd close to 20,000 started protesting
over pollution concerns against the Sterlite Copper, a unit of
London based Vedanta Resources, one of the world's largest
metal and mining transnational corporations They were

the groundwater in the area. In March 2013, hundreds of
people suffered breathing difficulty, nausea and throat infection
following a gas leak from the plant. Across the world, copper
smelting leads to the groundwater becoming contaminated
with arsenic, lead, selenium and aluminium, all of which are
detrimental to people’s health and which experts feel has
contributed to a higher incidence of cancer in the area.

Violations of the laws and false claims by Sterlite abound.
There are even documents to show that environmentalmetal and mining transnational corporations. They were

demanding scrapping of proposed expansion of the copper
smelter and its immediate closure. When the rally reached the
Collector’s office, the police opened fire twice. The police
opened fire again at Threspuram, a fishermen’s village, when
demonstrators gathered in the evening to protest against the
earlier firing. Most of the deceased had bullet marks on their
face, chest or abdomen. One of them is a girl aged 17. The
demonstration on 22nd May was preceded by various forms of

There are even documents to show that environmental
clearance given to the expansion project in 2009 was illegal and
based on false documents. The clearance was given without a
public hearing. In September 2010, the High Court gave
direction to the company to close down its Tuticorin plant. The
company then appealed to the Supreme Court which passed an
interim order staying the High Court order. Following a gas leak
in March 2013, the then chief minister the late J Jayalalithaa,
ordered its closure following which the company moved thedemonstration on 22nd May was preceded by various forms of

peaceful protest over the last 100 days which include indefinite
fast by around 250 people who were arrested, successful strike
called by over 50 associations on 25th March, and a huge
demonstration by thousands in Tuticorin and even a
demonstration by British Tamils at the home of Vedanta Chief
Anil Aggarwal in London. The government tried to justify the
police action as being due to the protests turning violent,
whereas protestors claimed that some turned violent after

ordered its closure following which the company moved the
National Green Tribunal. With the tribunal overturning the
government order, the state moved the Supreme Court against
it, and the petition was still pending there. The plant was closed
since 27th March 2018 by the management for so called
maintenance for 15 days. Actually the license from the Tamil
Nadu Pollution Control Board (TNPCB) for operating the plant
has expired on 31st March. Meanwhile, the company was
seeking to expand the plant building another unit to double itswhereas, protestors claimed that some turned violent after

unprovoked police firing. Visuals of policemen atop vehicles
opening fire pointedly targeting the protestors lend credence to
speculation that the firing was pre‐planned.

There has been opposition from the people to this copper
smelting plant from its inception in 1996. Protesters have raised
concern over the pollution belching out of the copper plant,
including issues relating to disposal of copper waste and
effluents from the operational unit In 2008 a study found that

seeking to expand the plant building another unit to double its
capacity.

This incident of murder by the state to serve the interests
of a corporate is a brutal example of state sponsored terrorism.
The firing on an unarmed crowd completely exposes the nature
of the state. “What crime did we do to be shot at? Does a
private company really need to be given such protection?”
questioned one of the protestors. The incident also shows that
th t t i t f th l d th i f l ’effluents from the operational unit. In 2008 a study found that

the iron content in the water sources of two villages near the
plant was 20 times more than the permitted limit. Dangerously
high levels of sulfur dioxide emissions have been repeatedly
documented. A study by the Tiruneveli Medical College in 2008
covering 80,725 people residing within a 5 km radius of the
smelting plant found that 13.9 % of the population suffered
from respiratory diseases. It stated that "The attributable cause
is the presence of gases mixture of gases and particulate

the state is not for the people and there is no scope for people’s
democracy. People were protesting peacefully for the past 100
days and no heed were paid to fulfill people’s just demand of
protecting the environment. The incident has posed serious
doubts over the fate of democratic voices and protests in India.
The developed nations, being unable to built polluting
industries in their own countries due to peoples’ protest there,
are making developing countries the guinea pig of their
e periments With the looming of neo liberalism (or rather neois...the presence of gases, mixture of gases and particulate

matter". In Kumarredyapuram, the villagers alleged that
pollutants from the Sterlite factory were causing breathing
disorders, skin diseases, heart conditions and cancer, among
other health problems. In 2011, the Supreme Court ordered the
National Environmental Engineering Research Institute (NEERI)

experiments. With the looming of neo‐liberalism (or rather neo‐
colonialism), the developed countries are capturing the profits
of global capital while the people in the developing nations are
left with the option to bear the burn of unemployment, poverty
and the environmental pollution.
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REMEMBERING KARL MARX ON HIS 
200TH BIRTH ANNIVERSARY

of the oppressed nations and nationalities for freedom, the
agrarian movements in semi‐feudal, semi‐colonial countries
enthuse the international proletariat for a world wide victory

5th May, 2018 marks the 200th anniversary of the birth

of Karl Marx, one of the greatest thinkers who dared to
declare “The philosophers have only interpreted the world, in
various ways. The point, however, is to change it.” In present
scenario, it is important to commemorate 200 years of Marx,
his contributions and relevance with respect to the on‐going
struggles of current times. There is no hesitation to say that

enthuse the international proletariat for a world‐wide victory
of socialism. In our country and the world, the working class is
facing several challenges – from job loss, contractualization,
wage depression to curtailment of social security and more
importantly the right to organize and struggle. Capitalist
maximization of profit and the loot of natural resources by
imperialism are causing environmental destruction. In a
situation, when the ruling class and its political outfits are
i th i t t f li t di id thstruggles of current times. There is no hesitation to say that

the Indian state has declared a war on the people and the
Hindutva fascist forces, through the corporate media
(including social media), in an attempt to resolve its
ideological crisis, has been carrying a continuous attack on all
sorts of scientific notions including Darwinism. In order to
defend Marxism, it is imperative to stand for Darwin whose
work contains the basis in natural science for dialectical
materialism In respect to this it will not be unfair to quote

using the instruments of communalism to divide the
oppressed and the working class of our nation, it becomes
crucial to recall Marx who believed “The abolition of religion
as the illusory happiness of the people is the demand for their
real happiness. To call on them to give up their illusions about
their condition is to call on them to give up a condition that
requires illusions. The criticism of religion is, therefore, in
embryo, the criticism of that vale of tears of which religion is

materialism. In respect to this, it will not be unfair to quote
Engels who straightforwardly states the link between Darwin
and Marx‐ “Just as Darwin discovered the law of evolution in
organic nature, so Marx discovered the law of evolution in
human history.”

The birth of Marxism as an ideology for the international
proletariat had generated a spectre that has haunted
capitalism for the past 150 years. Marx has been buried

the halo.”
On the occasion of bicentenary birth celebration, it will

be appropriate to remember Marx in the words of Lenin, the
leader who ushered in the first workers state in Russia – “the
genius of Marx consists in his having furnished answers to
questions already raised by the foremost minds of mankind.
His doctrine emerged as the direct and immediate
continuation of the teachings of the greatest representatives

symbolically many times since. During the Cold War, the
sociologist Daniel Bell announced the “End of Ideology” by
which he meant the end of Marxism. In 1989, when Soviet
Russia began to collapse, the US State Department official
Francis Fukuyama proclaimed the “End of History” indicating
that liberal capitalism has triumphed over its rival and would
dominate the future. But history was somewhat different.
Post 2008 financial crisis, the German Finance Minister Peer

continuation of the teachings of the greatest representatives
of philosophy, political economy and socialism. Marxist
doctrine is omnipotent because it is true.”

It can unequivocally said that Marx’s critique of capital
and capitalism of the 1860s remains the most radical, and
inevitably, with the significant change of the economy and
society, Marxism has developed itself under the new
conditions of capitalism and of the class struggle of the

l i Th l i i f M i i h l
,

Steinbruck commented “Marx’s answer may not be irrelevant
to today’s problem.” French President Nicholas Sarkozy
allowed himself to be photographed leafing through the
pages of Capital. It is true that the staunch opponent of
Marxism had to return to Marx’s Capital to understand the
crash of banks and stock markets in the 2008 world financial
crisis. It was Engels, the closest comrade of Marx who
speaking at the grave of Marx announced 135 years ago: “His

proletariat. The revolutionary practice of Marxism in the last
200 years has undoubtedly contributed to the general
treasury of Marxism and the advancement of Marxism to its
developed stages has only been possible as Marx's theory was
never a dogma but a proper unification of revolutionary
theory and practice.

ABSC pays homage to the great revolutionary on his
200th birthday and uphold his mission – “to contribute, in onespeaking at the grave of Marx announced 135 years ago: His

name will endure through the ages and so also his works.”
Marx and his works have indeed endured the ages.

Revolution is still on the agenda for the global periphery.
The ongoing resistance of the indigenous people against
imperialist plunder in Asia, Africa and Latin America, the urge

y p ,
way or another, to the overthrow of capitalist society and of
the state institutions which it had brought into being, to
contribute to the liberation of the modern proletariat.”

2



AYURVEDA – SCIENCE OR 
PSEUDOSCIENCE?

continuous push towards ‘alternative medicine’ (which even do
not have proper scientific validation) in India and abroad is to
create a market of billion dollars at the cost of human lives

According to ancient Indian medical practice, the word

Ayurveda means – ‘the knowledge of long life’. Two ancient
medical compilations – ‘Charak Samhita’ and ‘Susruta Samhita’
are generally considered as the root sources of Ayurveda.
Undoubtedly, after the rudimentary senses of magical charms
against diseases as prescribed in ‘Atharvaveda’, these two
compilations mark a forward‐leap towards the scientific

create a market of billion dollars at the cost of human lives.
A document prepared by the U.S. National Center for

Complementary and Alternative Medicine (a branch of the
National Institutes for Health) states – “most clinical trials of
Ayurvedic approaches have been small, had problems with
research designs, lacked appropriate control groups, or had
other issues that affected how meaningful the results were.”
Those who are too nationalistic to ignore the above sum‐up,
they must note that even Ayurvedic practitioners decry the lackp p

development in medical science, in spite of having strange and
confusing assemblage of science and its opposite. While
modern philosophers have tried to explain these non‐sciences
in the light of serious modification due to contemporary and
later socio‐political influences (Brahminisation), we can easily
guess what might be the condition of Ayurveda in this era of
jingoistic nationalism. Moreover, the relevance of Ayurveda in
this twenty‐first century can be questioned with the help of

they must note that even Ayurvedic practitioners decry the lack
of evidence for its effectiveness. In Frontline magazine, Dr. M. S.
Valiathan, a staunch advocate of Ayurveda, admits that “clinical
studies that would satisfy the liberal criteria of WHO [World
Health Organization] have been alarmingly few from India, in
spite of patients crowding in Ayurvedic hospitals.” In 2004, the
Journal of the American Medical Association (JAMA) reported
that lead, mercury, and arsenic intoxication were associated
with the use of Ayurvedic herbal medicines Dr Ajay Kumar ay y q p

modern evidence‐based development in medical science.
“What should a menstruating woman do? She should wear

white clothes and garlands! After every meal, chew betel nuts!”
– such is the experience of students enrolled in BAMS. Ancient
mythology‐based propaganda, blind belief in the brahminised
samhitas without questioning them, promotion of feudal and
patriarchal concepts, unscientific bashing of modern medicines
– these are the different points which AYUSH (Department of

with the use of Ayurvedic herbal medicines. Dr. Ajay Kumar, a
senior consultant and liver specialist at Delhi’s Indraprastha
Apollo Hospital told the Indian Express (May 29, 2005) – “We
come across cases of metal toxicity where the underlying cause
is longtime use of Ayurvedic medicines.” However, one can
witness the callous attitude of the Indian authority, as the same
article reported that the joint secretary of AYUSH commented –
“heavy metals are integral to some (Ayurvedic) formulations
and have been used for centuries There is no point of doingthese are the different points which AYUSH (Department of

Ayurveda, Yoga & Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha and
Homeopathy) wants to float through its numerous institutes of
studies relating ‘alternative medicines’. AYUSH is now a full‐
fledged ministry from May 2014, when Narendra Modi‐led BJP
government took oath as the ruling party. Even if we ignore the
socio‐political influences then also the very foundation of
Ayurveda, i.e., the three vital forces (or dosha) – vata, pitta, and
kapha can be questioned in the light of modern evidence‐based

and have been used for centuries. There is no point of doing
trials as they have been used safely and have mention in our
ancient texts.” Mainly the practice of Rasa shastra encourages
adding heavy metallic components in Ayurvedic formulations to
increase the potency of herbs as claimed by the practitioners.
However, it is not at all justified with enough evidences, and
without proper chemical explanations this sounds like alchemy,
not science.

Th i f t i tl i I di A dip q g
science. In a nutshell, vata is responsible for the working of the
nervous system; pitta is the bile for digestion and other
metabolic processes, and kapha is the nutrition supplied to the
arterial system. Each of them is composed of one or two of the
five basic elements – space, air, fire, water, and earth. Such a
primitive level of materialistic understanding of human
physiology was undoubtedly a great development in the era of
spiritual mumbo‐jumbo. However, the proponents of Ayurveda

The worrying fact is – presently in India, Ayurvedic
medicines are not required to submit any proof pertaining to
their safety or efficacy. In spite of this the draft National Health
Policy 2015 suggests greater integration of AYUSH with modern
medicine, a type of “cross‐pathy” that the Indian Medical
Association has strongly opposed.

p j , p p y
failed miserably in explaining what doshas are, where and how
they exist, and in associating them with any physiochemical
process in the body. Rather, they constantly try to evade such
questions by citing the differences between the philosophy of
Ayurvedic practices and modern medicine. The aim of this
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FUNDING OF SCIENCE RESEARCH IN 
PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS IN THE U.S.

federal funding to the federal government. In 1980, the Bayh‐
Dole Act in the US permitted federally funded research to be
patented and transferred to private parties instead of the

The progress of science and technology is necessary for

any society – the only way being research. However, what is
important is the objective of the research: is it to quench the
thirst for knowledge and to improve the way people live or is it
to make only profits ignoring the real priorities of society? The
answer to this would largely lie in the fact that who funds the
research – if the funding comes from a corporate entity, the

patented and transferred to private parties instead of the
government. This provision has enabled corporations to get
access to profitable research that is partly state funded for
earning huge profits by paying seven digit salaries to
researchers. In the sector of healthcare, this is less promoting
“public health”, rather turning rare diseases and cancer into
profitable business enterprises — into drugs taxpayers
subsidize, but which the public may not be able to all afford.
The same is true for research in other fields too – effectivelyg p y

intention is clear. This issue becomes more contentious when
we speak of public universities or government institutions.

In the United States of America, the fate of studying and/or
conducting research in public universities has become a serious
matter of concern to many because of the sharp dip in state
support on tuition fees and research funding, change in
research priorities, program offerings, etc., especially in the last
two and a half decades. Since 2000, public universities in the US

The same is true for research in other fields too effectively
taxpayers are providing subsidies to corporations so that they
might make windfall gains.

The credibility of corporate funded research has been
under scrutiny time and again. A classic example would be the
events that unfolded after the British Petroleum (BP) oil spill in
the Gulf of Mexico that left 11 workers dead and 665 miles of
coastlines contaminated – the biggest marine oil accident in US
history Within a month of the repair University of Californiatwo and a half decades. Since 2000, public universities in the US

have lost 25 percent of their state funding per student. The
University of California at Berkeley, one of the leading public
research universities in the nation, now receives only about 13
percent of its budget from state appropriations, compared with
about 50 percent a few decades ago. In 1965, the federal
government financed more than 60 percent of all R&D in the
United States. By 2006, the balance had flipped, with 65 percent
of R&D in the US being funded by private interests. Four of the

history. Within a month of the repair, University of California,
Berkeley ecologist Terry Hazen identified a new microorganism
that was eating the spilled oil and breaking it down into CO2
and water so fast that all the spilled oil “went away fairly rapidly
after the well was capped.” The paper was published by Science
journal and widely reported in the media – except the fact that
the research was funded by BP. Many raised concerns about the
research as they suspected that it was BP’s way of saying that
you shouldn’t worry about the spill anymoreof R&D in the US being funded by private interests. Four of the

direct fallouts of these trends of privatization of research in
public universities are as follows:

Increased students’ financial burden on higher education
even in public universities,
Subsidization of corporate profits by taxpayers,
Decrease in credibility of research,
Shift of basic research to market driven applied research.

you shouldn t worry about the spill anymore.
Corporate funded research in the US is witnessing a sharp

trend in terms of a shift towards market driven applied research
from basic research. Academia is transitioning from an age of
primarily basic research of broad public utility into one
emphasizing applications which can be sold for profit for
corporations. Though basic research lays the foundation, it is
time consuming. Corporations, due to their commitment
t d fit tl t i f f f di h h

Let us discuss the points above in brief.
Students in the US are paying a larger share of the costs of

a public education than that of states. In almost half of states,
they already do. That is a significant change from even a decade
ago, when students picked up about one‐third of the share and
states paid the rest. Public colleges’ growing reliance on tuition
means that student debt, which has already topped $1‐trillion in
the US, is poised only to rise. State‐budget cuts sometimes

towards profit, are mostly not in favor of funding such research,
which results in the changing trend.

It is important to decide for us as to how we want to view
the development of science and for whose benefit should
higher education and research happen. Then only can we
understand the funding pattern and the intentions behind that.
In India also we are witnessing a similar phenomenon
happening in education and research. There has been an

the US, is poised only to rise. State budget cuts sometimes
threaten access, or at least limit students’ choices. Some
universities have scaled back aid programs for low‐income
students; others have had to cap enrollment.

Before 1980, state research funding contracts and grants
obligated inventors to assign inventions they made using

increasing push for self funded education, leading to increasing
burden on students, and corporate funded research, which is
going to change the nature of research being pursued. We
should not only be wary of these developments but also resist
them with all earnestness.
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STUDENTS AND POLITICS
-Bhagat Singh (1928)

This article was published in 'Kirti' in July 1928 to address

this? He said, by name the author seems to be a Bengali! The
boy said ‐ Prince Kropotkin's name is quite famous, he was a
scholar of economics, every professor should be aware of
him. He started laughing at the “competency” of the
professor Then he said – the author was a RussianThis article was published in Kirti in July 1928 to address

an important political issue. In those days several leaders used
to advise the students to avoid participating in political
activities. This article was written as a reply to them. It was
published in the editorial column and was written by Bhagat
Singh. Things are not of much difference in recent times.
Although, there has been a transfer of power from the British to
the Indian rulers in 1947, means of exploitation of the people by
big corporates and feudal lords have remained the same. And

professor. Then he said the author was a Russian
gentleman. That's it! The boy was befallen by a “Russian
thunderbolt”! The professor said – “You are a Bolshevik
because you are reading political books.”

Look at the competency of the professor! What would
those helpless students learn from him? What would our
youth learn under these circumstances?

The second thing is: what is practicing politics?big corporates and feudal lords have remained the same. And
same advise of being "apolitical" is being given to the students
by the leaders and administrators with renewed vigor. Hence,
this article remains as relevant as it was in 1928. Our decision to
republish it came to light under these circumstances.

Too much noise is heard these days about the opinion

that the youth (students) who are studying should not
participate in political activities The view of Punjab

g p g p
Welcoming and listening to speeches of Mahatma Gandhi,
Jawaharlal Nehru, and Subhas Chandra Bose becomes
practicing politics, but what about welcoming a commission
or a viceroy? Is it not the other side of politics? If anything
related to governments and countries' administration is
counted as politics, is it also not politics? But it will be said
that this pleases the government whereas the other annoys
it So the question is about whether the government isparticipate in political activities. The view of Punjab

government is quite unique. According to them, before the
students take admission in a college, they are supposed to
sign the condition that they would not participate in political
activities. It is very unfortunate that popularly elected
Manohar, who is now the education minister, has sent a
circular in the name of schools and colleges to the effect that
no students or teachers would participate in politics. Just a

it. So, the question is about whether the government is
pleased or annoyed by it. Then should the students be
taught the lesson of sycophancy since their very birth? We
think that as long as India is ruled by foreign dacoits, peoples
who show loyalty are not loyal but traitors, they are not
human beings and they are slaves to their bread. Then how
can we advocate that students should learn the lesson of
loyalty.

few days have passed that a celebration of students' week
was organized by the students' union in Lahore. Even there,
Sir Abdul Kadar and Prof. Ishwarchandra Nanda laid stress
that the students should not take part in politics.

Punjab is said to be the most politically backward state
in the country. What is the reason for this? Has Punjab made
fewer sacrifices? Has Punjab been suffering less? Then what
is the reason that we are backward in this field? The reason

Almost everybody accepts that in these times India
needs such patriots who are dedicated and ready to
passionately sacrifice their whole life fighting for our
independence. Can we find such people among aged
countrymen? Can we find such people among the ones who
have got entangled into the hassles of family and other
worldly affairs? We can only find such people among the
youth who have not yet got entangled into any hassles Andis the reason that we are backward in this field? The reason

is quite clear that the officers of our education department
are completely stupid. Today's proceedings of the Punjab
council makes it much clearer that the reason behind it is
that our education is waste and useless, and the student‐
youth community is not participating in issues related to our
country. They are ignorant in this regard. After finishing their
studies, a few of them goes for higher studies, but they

youth who have not yet got entangled into any hassles. And
before getting into the grip of any such things the students
or youth can only think in this direction if they had acquired
some practical knowledge. Studying Mathematics and
Geography by rote for answering examinations alone won't
suffice.

Was quitting up of their colleges and going to war by the
students of England and Germany, not politics? At that time

speak so naively that one would have no way other than
regret. Attempts are being made to turn the youths who are
supposed to lead the country tomorrow into mindless
beings. We ourselves should comprehend what result we
would get out of this. We understand that the main task of
the students is to study, they should pay full attention
towards it; but is it not a part of the education to gather
knowledge regarding the situation that our country is in and

where were our preachers, why didn't they go and tell those
students to study? Will the students of National College,
Ahmadabad who are helping the satyagrahis of Bardoli
remain fools? Let us see how much competent are the
students produced by Punjab University in comparison to
them. It was the efforts of students and youth that has
brought independence to any country which are now free.
Will the youth and students of India be able to save theknowledge regarding the situation that our country is in and

develop the ability to think about measures to improve it? If
not, we consider this education, which is only obtained to
gain some clerical skills, of no use. What is the use of this
kind of education? Some cunning people say – “Dear, you
should read and think politically, but never practice politics.
Once you become more qualified, you'll be beneficial for our
country.”

Will the youth and students of India be able to save the
existence of themselves and their country by remaining aloof
from the freedom struggle? The youth cannot forget the
atrocities inflicted upon the students in 1919. They also
realize that we need a revolution. They should study, surely
study! But along with it, they should also acquire political
knowledge and when required they should not hesitate to
jump into the fray and dedicate their life to this work.

Apparently, it sounds pretty good, but we even reject
this, because it is also told very superficially. This becomes
clear from the following incident. One day a student was
reading a book named “Appeal to the young” by Prince
Kropotkin. A professor started saying what kind of book is

Sacrifice their life for the cause. There is no other way to
save the situation.
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Students Spark
Student movements across India and beyond

LEADERS OF A STUDENTS' UNION
ABDUCTED BY TELANGANA POLICE

State President Kancharla Badri, Executive Council
member Sudheer and OU Committee Member Ranjith of
Democratic Students' Union (Telangana) were abducted by the
Telangana police on 6th June 2018. The students have
demanded to produce them before the court without causing

h d h i i di l Th d h

protesting people of Thoothukudi and to condemn the state
repression which led to the death of 13 people and injury of
several. Around 60 students participated in the solidarity
protest. Students of IIT Madras and some other academic
institutions also organized similar gatherings.

STUDENTS, TEACHERS ACROSS INDIA
PROTEST HINDUTVA ATTACK ON AMU

Oany harm, and their immediate release. The students have
claimed that they have received calls from the state's
intelligence department while they were carrying out campaign
against Private University Bill and Privatization of education in
villages and this incident is part of witch hunting of students
unions.

TISS STUDENTS' MOVEMENT CROSSES 100
DAYS

On May 2, more than 20 students were injured when
police resorted to lathi‐charge and use of teargas shells to
disperse the protesting students of Aligarh Muslim University
(AMU). The students were demanding the arrest of outsiders
who had barged into the campus earlier into the afternoon and
clashed with university students, shouting slogans demanding
removal of a portrait of Muhammad Ali Jinnah from the
Students’ Union office. The outsiders were mostly the members

The protest of students from TISS Mumbai, Tuljapur,
Hyderabad and Guwahati is crossing 100 days at the end of this
month. They are protesting since February 21 against the hike in
dining and hostel fees along with the withdrawal of fee waiver
to the students belonging to Scheduled Castes (SC), Scheduled
Tribes (ST) and Other Backward Classes (OBC). Although the
protesting students are ready for talks, the administration has
t k th f l i l l d h ti t th

of Hindu Yuva Vahini (the organization founded by Chief
Minister of UP, Yogi Adityanath). Former Vice‐President of India
and former Vice‐Chancellor of AMU Hamid Ansari was present
in the campus to deliver a lecture. It is to be noted that the
portrait has been there in the union office along with several
other personalities since 1938 after Jinnah was awarded a
lifetime membership of the union as a part of age‐old history
and tradition of AMU. Around 35000 students and teachers of

taken the means of slapping legal and show cause notices to the
students under false charges to pressurize them. Six students
were slapped legal notice in the month of March and in this
month 26 students have been issued a show cause notice. Of
the 26 students, five belong to Scheduled Castes, four come
from Scheduled Tribes, two belong to nomadic tribes, two are
Muslims and seven belong to Other Backward Classes. In their
19‐page reply to the notice, protesters said: “As students, we

l t t t k i h d W f l t l

AMU were in protest since 2nd May. Because their demands of
punishing the culprits were not heard by the authority, they
were forced to start a hunger strike on 12th May. Students of
various universities and institutes like JNU, Jamia Milia Islamia,
HCU, Allahabad University, Patna University, IIT Kharagpur etc.
organized protests in solidarity with the students of AMU.
Under the pressure of the movement, many demands of the
protesting students were accepted and three police officers

can only protest to make our voices heard. We feel extremely
humiliated, disrespected by this show‐cause notice. We are
being trained to be social workers, but, for the first time, we
feel that our education is only for getting jobs and not taking a
stand on things that impact us”. They further said that “Stop
targeting individual students for the collective protest of the
students, hold a meeting with the students on the charter of
demands and fulfill them.”

involved in the incident had to be suspended.

IIT BOMBAY STUDENTS DEMAND
EXPLANATION FOR HUGE HIKE IN MESS FEES

On 8th May 2018, Ambedkar Periyar Phule Study Circle
(APPSC), on behalf of the students of IIT Bombay, has
demanded clarity and reason behind the huge hike of Rs 7000
for the PG and Rs 2000 for the UG students’ mess fees. Last year

STUDENTS PROTEST STATE KILLING IN
THOOTUKUDI

Students of IIT Bombay under the banner of Ambedkar
Periyar Phule Study Circle (APPSC) organized a protest gathering
and rally on 25th May 2018 to express solidarity with the

too there was a protest by the students of IIT Bombay after the
institute hiked the fees for hostel by 300%, gymkhana fees by
167% and exam registration and medical fees by 100%. After
the protest, the IIT Bombay administration had to withdraw the
hike partially.
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STUDENTS OF BITS PILANI, GOA AND
HYDERABAD PROTEST RAMPANT FEE HIKES

STUDENTS OF ELITE FRENCH UNIVERSITY
JOINS ANTI-ELITIST STUDENT PROTEST

Students Spark
Student movements across India and beyond

HYDERABAD PROTEST RAMPANT FEE HIKES
Students of BITS Pilani along with their sister campuses in

Goa and Hyderabad are protesting since 5th May 2018 against
the hike in annual fee cited in the announced fee structure for
the next academic year. Even in the midst of final examinations,
students showed up in large numbers for the protest. The
Hyderabad campus witnessed participation of over 1,200
students as they marched from their hostels to the academic

JOINS ANTI-ELITIST STUDENT PROTEST
Students of France's one of the most prestigious

universities Ecole Normale Superieure joined the nationwide
anti‐elitist movement at the beginning of May. Founded during
the French Revolution, the Normale Sup' counts giants of
French philosophy including Jean‐Paul Sartre and Michel
Foucault among its alumni. The students began occupying
campuses all over France in March over nonegalitarian and

block, where they sat down to seek answers from the director,
deans, and several key faculty members. The tuition fee has
seen a per annum increase of 15 percent for the last few years.
A student entering in 2018‐19 would now have to pay Rs
1,60,000 as tuition fee against Rs 89,000, as until four years
back.

STUDENTS OF MDU ROHTAK PROTESTED
AGAINST HUGE LATE FINE ON FEES

elitist reforms in higher education introduced by president
Macron. The new policies of the government introduce
selective admission requirements that prevent the students to
freely enroll for courses of their choice (the de facto practice in
France). The Protesters say the change in policy is an attack on
France's egalitarian tradition of offering a public higher
education to all. Earlier, in the mid of April, French riot police
had to raid a university in Paris to force out dozens of studentsAGAINST HUGE LATE FINE ON FEES

On 7th May 2018, students of MDU staged a sit‐in and
rally with the demand of withdrawal of the huge late fine of Rs
5000 over the college fees and others. The students claimed
that the late fine is about more than double of yearly fees of
some courses. Also, a student sat on an indefinite hunger strike
supporting the issue. The protest was held under the banner of
a student organization named Chatra Ekta Manch and more

who occupied the campus for a month in protest over the anti‐
student higher education reforms, echoing the momentous
student revolt of May 1968. Similar was the situation in the
Sorbonne University, the epicenter of the May 1968 protests, a
few days back.

ALONG WITH STUDENTS ALL OVER INDIA,
STUDENTS FROM IITs PROTEST THE RAPE
AND KILLING OF ASIFA VEHEMENTLYthan 150 students participated in it.

STUDENTS OF IIT-BHU MARCHED WITH
OTHER STUDENTS OF BHU AGAINST STATE
REPRESSION ON ADIVASIS

On 2nd May 2018, Students For Change (SFC) along with
Bhagat Singh Chatra Morcha (BCM) and other student
organization of BHU organized a gathering and rally against the

AND KILLING OF ASIFA VEHEMENTLY
Students from IIT BHU, IIT Madras and IIT Kharagpur, along

with students, intellectuals all over India reiterated their protest
against rape and killing of an 8‐year‐old girl Asifa from a tribal
Muslim community in Jammu through gathering and rallies in
the mid of April. How the rape was committed as a carefully
planned strategy by the right‐wing fascist forces in their
attempt to remove the minority nomadic community from theg g g g y g

killing of 40 Adivasis (among which more than half were
women) in Gadchirolli in an alleged one‐sided fake encounter.
They also opposed the launching of mortar on Adivasi villages in
Chaibasa, Jharkhand. There is news that many Adivasis in
Chaibasa have got injured and many had to run away from their
villages. The students in the gathering said that these
repressions are part of the well‐planned strategy of the Indian
state to evict the Adivasis from their Jal‐Jungle‐Jameen so that

p y y
area was discussed and condemned. The ministers' role of
defending the accused was also condemned and severe
punishment for the accused was demanded. In IIT Kharagpur,
although the administration tried to stop the rally in the pretext
of not taking permission, the students did not obey and
completed the rally successfully. There were rallies in IIT BHU
and IIT Kharagpur where more than 400 students and teachers
participated. The gathering in IIT Madras was participated byg

foreign and domestic corporates can loot natural resources
from India freely.

MODI FACES PROTEST BY STUDENTS OF IIT
MADRAS

On 12th April 2018, when Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's convoy passed through IIT Madras campus, some
students wore black shirts and showed placards condemning

p p g g p p y
more than 200 students.

TEACHERS AND STUDENTS DEMAND
PERMANANCY OF AD-HOC TEACHERS

On 30th May 2018, teachers from Delhi University
observed a hunger strike demanding ad‐hoc teachers be made
permanent and opposed Modi government's policy of moving
the universities towards privatization and increasing coursep g

the Modi government's anti‐student anti‐people policies of
graded autonomy, Higher Education Financing Agency (HEFA)
and Institute of Eminence. An independent student
organization of IIT Madras, Ambedkar Periyar Study Circle
(APSC), wrote on social media that "While the whole of Tamil
Nadu is in anger at the Modi government for not forming the
Cauvery Management Board, the PM is jumping from function
to function without answering the people's questions... These

p g
fees in the name of "autonomy". Giving the call for the mass
huger strike, the association had asked for 10 volunteers from
each college to participate in the strike. Delhi University
Teachers’ Association (DUTA) Secretary Vivek Chaudhary told
that they had to resort to hunger strike because their pleas with
the Ministry and the DU went unheard.

g p p q
policies (HEFA, Grader Autonomy) are pushing the central and
state government educational institutions such as the IITs, Anna
University and Madras University into privatization.”
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We will be obliged if you can send us your opinion, comments, criticism and articles to 
our email address as mentioned below:
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