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GROUND SCENARIO OF DIRECT 
BENEFIT TRANSFER IN FELLOWSHIP 

is difficult to identify where the actual delay in disbursing the
fellowship is taking place. Moreover, sense of accountability
does not exist at any side which makes the scholars the only

DISBURSAL

Tough times are ahead for the research scholars of India.

At one hand the constitutional validity of Aadhaar is challenged
in the Supreme Court by 27 petitions. We have more than one
worrying incidents of recent Aadhaar data leaks. Supreme Court
announced an indefinite extension in Aadhaar linkage to
different services On the other hand the young scientists of

does not exist at any side, which makes the scholars the only
victim of this system. At one side CSIR is avoiding responsibility
by stating that paperwork had not been coming through from
the institutions, and therefore, it is not possible for CSIR to
award fellowships to several scholars. On the other side,
institutes are not ready to take the responsibility of such delays.
The helpless students are getting sandwiched in between their
institutes and their funding agencies. Several glitches in
Aadhaar linking procedure are only adding more troubles todifferent services. On the other hand, the young scientists of

this country are suffering from the callous implementation of
Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT), where scholarships to the
research scholars are supposed to be disbursed directly to
Aadhaar‐linked bank account. However, the ground scenario is
shocking.

According to the complaints of CSIR (Council of Scientific
and Industrial Research) fellows of Delhi University (DU), they
have not received even their first fellowship as JRF since they

Aadhaar linking procedure are only adding more troubles to
their present situation.

In case of IISc and DU, the students reported irregular
disbursal or delay of several months. Pratik Narain, a scientist at
Central Drug Research Institute (CDRI) in Luknow, stated that he
is paid only once a year. The cases of more renowned institutes
are little better. As no one bothered, the victim students in IISc
organized themselves through a Whatsapp group, gradually
registering more than hundred participants According to ahave not received even their first fellowship as JRF since they

joined. The situation of UGC (University Grant Commission)
fellows in DU is also the same. Moreover, the contingency bills
of the scholars have not been passed for the financial year
2017‐18, and it is now at the verge of lapse, making them
deprived of their contingency money. A change.org petition,
which was initiated by a senior research fellow of Indian
Institute of Science (IISc) and started demanding timely
disbursal of fellowships gathered over 3 200 signatures till now

registering more than hundred participants. According to a
spreadsheet report (which tracked fellowships till December
2017) made by them, around 30 students have not received
their dues since the DBT scheme had started in April 2017.
Another 10 have not received their disbursals till August 2017.
Another such spreadsheet displays a partial list of 60 students
who faces delay in their fellowship disbursal. Responses from
some of the officials are as shocking as the everyday murder of
dissent which has become the present reality of India Adisbursal of fellowships, gathered over 3,200 signatures till now.

Although the adverse situation of the research scholars cannot
be fully judged by this, still it provides a glimpse of the scenario.
Usually, institutes used to pay fellowships to the scholars and
then adjust accounts with the disbursing body. However, the
situation is different under DBT. According to the recent
government mandate CSIR/UGC fellowships are to be linked
with Aadhaar. Scholars will not get fellowship in the absence of
proper Aadhaar linkage Ignoring the possibility of

dissent, which has become the present reality of India. A
complaint, signed by around 50 research scholars, was
addressed to the vice chancellor of DU against a DU section
officer in the finance department, as this official “personally
threatens the students of delaying and rejecting their
paperwork.”

Throughout the country onslaughts on student bodies are
performed through all possible means. Delay in fellowship
di b l i f i i hproper Aadhaar linkage. Ignoring the possibility of

implementing DBT through NEFT banking system, the
government is imposing Aadhaar linkage for fellowship
disbursal by using DBT as an excuse.

Since the forceful implementation of DBT, the CSIR fellows
are going through an unnecessary complex procedure. Firstly,
they need to fill a pro‐forma with their Aadhaar number, bank
account number, and other details. The institute is also required
t d t i id bill b th 10th f h th M

disbursal is one of ongoing issues among many, such as
privatization of education, excessive semester fee‐hike,
withdrawal of post‐matric scholarship, saffronizing campuses,
and most importantly attack on democratic voices inside
campuses. However, the students are resisting the attacks, in
spite of receiving numerous threats from different authorities
starting from immediate supervisor to institute administration.
In a circumstance like this, it is our duty to stand beside the
str ggling o ng minds ho are seeking a change in theto send a grant‐in‐aid bill by the 10th of each month. Moreover,

viva‐voce at the end of each academic year and submission of
subsequent three‐member assessment committee report to
CSIR are also required before CSIR sanctions the release of the
fellowship for another year. In a complex procedure like this, it

struggling young minds, who are seeking a change in the
present status‐quo.
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STATE TERROR TO CRUSH DISSENT: 
ARREST OF DALIT & HUMAN RIGHTS 
ACTIVISTS IN BHIMA-KOREGAON CASE

investigation in minute detail. The accusation is mainly based on
a letter, purportedly recovered from the accused, which
discussed a plot to assassinate Prime Minister Narendra Modi,ACTIVISTS IN BHIMA-KOREGAON CASE

On 6th June 2018, in an attempt to unleash state terror

and crush the voices of the marginalised, the Pune police, in
collaboration with Nagpur, New Delhi and Mumbai police,
arrested five activists for violence against Dalits in Bhima
Koregoan case! The arrested persons are Surendra Gadling, an
advocate and General Secretary of Indian Association of
Peoples’ Lawyers (IAPL) Rona Wilson Public Relations Secretary

and was revealed by the police on 7th June, before the five
were even presented in court. This has been done to prejudice
the public’s mind and even influence judicial outcomes. This is
also in blatant violation of the law. The Bombay High Court on
7th November 2014 issued directions regarding the extent to
which, and how, the police could disclose case details to the
media. Accordingly, on 30th October 2014, the government
issued a circular that disallowed police personnel and public

f l h h l f hPeoples Lawyers (IAPL), Rona Wilson, Public Relations Secretary
of the Committee for the Release of Political Prisoners (CRPP),
Shoma Sen, Professor and Head of the English Department of
Nagpur University and member of Women against Sexual
Violence and State Repression (WSS), Sudhir Dhawale, a senior
Dalit rights activist and editor of political magazine Vidrohi, and
Mahesh Raut, an anti‐displacement activist and Prime Ministers
Rural Development Fellow (PMRDF). They were taken to Pune’s
Vishrambag police station where an FIR was registered on 8th

prosecutors from disclosing the names and other details of the
investigation till the charge‐sheet has been presented in court.

The police's attempt was a ploy to misrepresent the Dalit
mobilization as a Maoist plot and latest iteration to an oft‐
repeated claim, by Modi, that his life is in danger. This stretches
all the way back to the encounter killing of Ishrat Jahan who was
killed in 2004 while she was allegedly on a mission to
assassinate Modi while he was the Chief Minister of Gujarat.

Vishrambag police station where an FIR was registered on 8th
January 2018 against them for inciting violence and they were
booked under Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA). The
bias of the state becomes all the more obvious as the main
accused Sambhaji Bhide Guruji, the founder of Shree Shiv
Pratisthan Hindustan and Milind Ekbote, the founder of
Samastha Hindu Aghadi, who were named in many complaints
and FIRs as instigators of the violence, still roam free.

Bhi K i ll ill th t ki t f P

Subsequent investigations indicated that she was killed in a
cold‐blood by the Gujarat police. The letter has also been
questioned by even retired police officers with experience of
handling Maoist communication. According to an Advocate in
Nagpur, the letter itself, had it been genuine, would have used
aliases, code words etc. and not real names. The leak of the
letter to select media houses and BJP’s IT Cell has also raised
question marks. Moreover, Indian courts have ruled earlier that

Bhima Koregaon is a small village on the outskirts of Pune.
This year was the 200th anniversary of the battle of Bhima
Koregaon, in which the Dalit Mahar community fought together
with the British to end the Brahmin Peshwa regime in the state.
Hundreds of Dalits had gathered there on January 1 to
commemorate the event. Right‐wing nationalist groups, some
carrying saffron flags, objected to the celebration, calling it
‘anti‐national’. As the visitors entered Bhima Koregaon village,
th tt k d d th i hi l b t O

merely possessing literature that espouses a particular
philosophy does not constitute an offense. Amnesty
International India and Human Rights Watch have also
questioned the arrests. “The police in India have frequently
used counterterrorism laws to target critics of the government
and social activists, particularly those acting on behalf of
marginalized communities,” said Meenakshi Ganguly, South
Asia director at Human Rights Watch.

they were attacked and their vehicles were burnt. One person
died in the clashes and several were injured. However, the
police contend that Dhawale and Kabir Kala Manch members
sang objectionable songs and made provocative speeches on
31st December 2017, allegedly inciting the violence the next
day. Kabir Kala Manch is a Pune‐based cultural group, largely
consisting of Dalit youth, which uses music, poetry, and street
plays to raise awareness about issues such as oppression on
D lit d t ib l i l i lit ti d

All the five persons were arrested as they have consistently
worked for the assertion of oppressed and marginalised
communities, spoken out against Brahmanical patriarchy,
upheld peoples’ rights to land, life and dignity, and have strived
for the release of political prisoners. In India, wherever people
have asserted their rights, the state has clamped down on them
with brutal force, be it in Saharanpur or Una, Bhima‐Koregaon
or Thoothkudi. The assault on the democratic fabric, through

Dalits and tribal groups, social inequality, corruption, and
Hindu‐Muslim unity.

The police accused the activists of having Maoist links, and
shortly after the arrests, the Deputy Commissioner of Police
called a press conference where he explained the police

the abuse of the legal and judicial process, and deliberate
efforts to build a climate of fear is pervasive. It has now become
more crucial to fight the Brahmanical fascist regime which uses
structural hierarchies to violently suppress different sections of
people and communities.
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THE PROTEST AGAINST THE 
CHENNAI-SALEM EXPRESSWAY 

connect major industrial and mineral resource areas with the
port. This may be seen as to fulfill the neo‐colonial exploitation
of the third world countries through exploitation of their

PROJECT

The blood on the streets of Thoothukudi is still wet, and

the Tamil Nadu government launched a fresh attack on several
farmers and activists, who were protesting against the recently
proposed Chennai‐Salem Green corridor project. The planned
state‐violence in Thoothukudi left 13 people dead and many
more injured in the last month and since then the district

of the third world countries through exploitation of their
resources and cheap labour. The ports are the nodal points for
easy export of resources to other countries. The construction of
the Chennai Salem expressway may also be seen in this light.

The farmers, environmental and political activists are not
convinced with the demands of the project and protested the
illegal land acquisition process, which has already started at
several places without public meetings. The people who are
protesting against such authoritative attitude of the state aremore injured in the last month, and since then the district

administration has arrested 248 persons for alleged violence,
under 243 cases. The shameless government tried to justify the
inhuman police action of as being due to the peoples’ protests
against the Sterlite Copper turning violent, in contrary to the
protestors’ claim of unprovoked and pre‐planned police firing.
However, the state’s fascist exercises against any kind of
democratic voices again becomes clear in the latest state‐
repression on the people who were protesting against the

protesting against such authoritative attitude of the state are
now facing indiscriminate detention and other harassments. At
least 25 farmers have been detained till now for protesting
forcible land acquisition. Even actor Mansur Ali Khan, student
activist Valarmathi, and environmentalist Piyush Manush have
been arrested for opposing the project and for highlighting the
dangers posed by it, in state’s language – for ‘inciting violence’
and misleading the farmers. According to Moorthy, a farmer
from Kuppanur village the local police are treating the farmersrepression on the people who were protesting against the

proposed Chennai‐Salem eight‐lane expressway.
Chennai‐Salem Greenfield Corridor project is a centrally‐

funded road and highways project under Bharatmala Pariyojana
scheme. The objective of this 10,000 crore project is to shorten
the travel time between Chennai and Salem by constructing an
eight‐lane expressway. However, the proposed 277.3 km long
expressway will cause massive destruction of environment and
peoples’ livelihood It will run across 159 villages and 11 reserve

from Kuppanur village, the local police are treating the farmers
like terrorists. He said – “Anyone who questions the
government decision, who seeks details on the project is
detained.” Referring to the land measuring process that already
have started in Achankuttapatti and Kuppanaur, Murthy
brought in the front another important insight, i.e. – “Only in
this part of the state, farmers were able to sustain their
livelihoods without taking loans.” Therefore, by forcefully
acquiring the fertile lands the state is not only giving space topeoples livelihood. It will run across 159 villages and 11 reserve

forests, and will be spread across 2791 hectares of land, which
includes agricultural lands, community land, and residential
plots. The project is going to uproot poor peoples who are living
in their places for three or four generations. As usual, the land
acquisition process is dubious. No meeting was conducted
between the villagers and concerned official in this regard, but
marking the fields for acquisition has started. Even the fertile
lands are being acquired forcefully The state has deliberately

acquiring the fertile lands, the state is not only giving space to
few corporates at the cost of the lives of millions of poor, but
also forcing the farmers to enter the vicious cycle of agricultural
loans, which in turn strengthens the feudal money‐lending
system in the countryside.

Dissent is an essential part of democracy. However, the
continuing state‐violence and state‐repression in Tamil Nadu
proves that the state is cutting off this essential part in a regular

t ti f th i t t f th t Th tlands are being acquired forcefully. The state has deliberately
kept the villagers in dark about the project. Even there is
nothing in the public domain regarding the costs and the
benefits of the proposed project except the Project Feasibility
Report (PFR), which neither proves the project’s viability nor
justifies the cost, rather, is full of plagiarized content and
irrelevant information. Moreover, it must be noted that three
different routes connecting Chennai and Salem already exist,
among which the present shortest one is the 319 km Chennai

manner to satisfy the interests of the corporates. The recent
arrest of advocate Vanchinathan, who has been a counsel for
many cases filed on behalf of Thoothukudi citizens and anti‐
Sterlite protest groups, is another example of this. The
struggling masses have witnessed that the state‐machinery
always openly took side of the corporates and unleashed
massive repression on them. The recent incidents of state‐
repressions in Tamil Nadu should be seen as a part of the larger
ar that the Indian state has aged against its o n people foramong which the present shortest one is the 319 km Chennai‐

Tiruvannamalai‐Oragadam‐Tambaram route.
Naturally the intention of the government behind this

hastily‐announced project is now under question. The central
government is planning to build major roads and highways to

war that the Indian state has waged against its own people for
the interest of the corporates.
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AYURVEDA – ‘YES’ TO SIDE EFFECTS, 
THOUGH ‘NO’ TO 

are pathetic. In a survey conducted among 80 vaidyas, 14
refused that these medicines could produce adverse reactions.
Among the rest 48 physicians admitted that they had seen

PHARMACOVIGILANCE

The aim of pharmacovigilance is to improve patient care

and safety in relation to drug use. As the use of Ayurvedic
medicine in India and abroad is increasing day by day, the need
of rigorous pharmacovigilance of these Ayurvedic medicines is
also increasing. Especially, the presence of toxic metals in
numerous Ayurvedic medicines and adverse reactions after

Among the rest 48 physicians admitted that they had seen
‘unexpected’ reactions after administration of Ayurvedic drugs
in their practice. However, only 14 among these 48 reported
these reactions.

Moreover, lack of proper methods to study drug safety
problems have not evolved adequately in Ayurveda. Similarly,
lack of quality assurance and control in manufacture on
Ayurvedic medicine create significant loopholes in diagnosing
adverse reactions Another concern regarding this is the hugenumerous Ayurvedic medicines and adverse reactions after

using them as reported by few scientific studies, point towards
the lack of pharmacovigilance in Ayurvedic medicine.

Since 1978, more than 80 cases of lead poisoning
associated with Ayurvedic medicine use have been reported
worldwide. In one study, the authors experimented with 70
such medicines manufactured in South Asia and sold in Boston,
Massachusetts stores in 2003, and found that 20% among them
contained lead mercury and arsenic The amount of these toxic

adverse reactions. Another concern regarding this is the huge
proportion of small‐scale informal sector manufacturing and
selling of Ayurvedic drugs. This makes it nearly impossible to
identify the medicine which is causing the adverse reaction.
According to a survey conducted by the Department of Clinical
Pharmacology, TNMC & BYL Nair Ch. Hospital, Mumbai, among
154 requests of adverse reactions to Ayurvedic medicines the
exact ingredients of only 22 formulations were known to the
researchers The rest 132 were from the informal sectorcontained lead, mercury, and arsenic. The amount of these toxic

metals was all higher than regulatory limits. According to a
report published in the Journal of the American Medical
Association (JAMA) in 2004, one‐fifth of both US‐manufactured
and Indian‐manufactured Ayurvedic medicines purchased via
the Internet contain detectable lead, mercury, or arsenic. The
study further explored that few Indian‐manufactured rasa
shastra (the practice of adding heavy metallic components in
Ayurvedic formulations) medicines distributed by US Web sites

researchers. The rest 132 were from the informal sector –
dispensed by the ‘doctor’. In addition to this, information
related to adverse effects is scattered. Many related
publications are not even from peer‐reviewed journals and the
quality of them is also questionable. However, the real irony is –
even if we ignore the presence of this informal sector
manufacturing, one may found 100 books describing different
Ayurvedic medicines containing over 100000 recipes for
medicines Same herb grown in different regions seasons orAyurvedic formulations) medicines distributed by US Web sites

contain extremely high concentrations of lead and mercury,
around 100 to 10000 times greater than acceptable limits. The
primary reason behind this is – according to the tradition these
medicines are made with bhasmas, which are prepared with
various forms of metals including mercuric sulfide, lead sulfide,
arsenic sulfide, arsenic trioxide etc. For example, Ekangvir Ras, a
popular medicine prepared by rasa shastra process, is made
with lead and mercury Due to such practical scenario the

medicines. Same herb grown in different regions, seasons, or
soil conditions can have vastly different quantities of active
compounds. Thus it is hard to manufacture the same type of
herbal remedy every time, thereby affecting quality and
efficacy, if any.

If Ayurveda were a science this would not be the situation.
The lack of pharmacovigilance is deliberate, because even under
AYUSH India has not conducted any systematic review of any of
th t d it Th l k f R d i d C t l T i lwith lead and mercury. Due to such practical scenario the

patients with Ayurvedic medicine‐associated lead poisoning
commonly undergo endoscopy for abdominal symptoms or
bone marrow biopsy for anemia before they receive a correct
diagnosis.

Unlike ancient times, in this era the production and the
sale of Ayurvedic drugs have become transformed into a full‐
grown industry. Thus, the risk of such negligence in
h i il i if ld i t d ’ ld H th

the systems under it. The lack of Randomised Control Trials
(RCTs), i.e., the clinical trials in which a drug’s effectiveness is
tested against a placebo, is also very prominent. The obsession
with Ayurveda is equally unscientific like the Ayurveda itself,
because its proponents do not even want to consider a simple
thing that ancient texts were written a long time ago, and the
environment has changed a lot since. This puts the relevance of
Ayurveda in today’s time in front of serious questions.

pharmacovigilence is manifold in today’s world. However, the
regressive mindset and the obsession of Ayurvedic practitioners
are the biggest challenge in introducing pharmacovigilance in
Ayurveda. Even their attitude toward adverse reactions of
Ayurvedic medicines and reporting these to proper authorities
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Readers’ Column

HEAVY WORKLOAD ON RESIDENT 
DOCTORS
- Article contributed by Dr. Farid, IMS-BHU (SFC)

On February 27, 2018 suicide of a 24 year old resident

d t ki i PGIMER Ch di h h k f

assess various psychological problems (depression,
perceived stress, and burnout) among medical professionals
working, has also suggested that a significantly higher
proportion of resident doctors experience stress, depression
and burnout. Residents spend up to 40 percent of their time
performing ancillary care ‐‐ much of it is administrative

doctor working in PGIMER, Chandigarh came as a shock for
his fellow doctors who claim they remain under stress due to
long working hours and unprecedented patient rush at the
institute. The working hours set for a resident doctor at the
PGI are 12 hours but most of them always work well beyond
the set time. Understaffed hospitals and disproportionately
large patient burden is the common story of most of the
government hospitals of the country. Much of this burden

p g y
paperwork ‐‐ not related to patient care. Such duties could
easily be delegated to other support staff in the hospital.
Strict regulations and implementation of the duty hours of
resident doctors, increasing the support staff at the hospital
and setting up new government hospitals are some of the
ways in which the problem of workload could be tackled.

India has a huge shortage of qualified medical
f i l D t t ti t ti i I di i 1 2000

g p y
falls on the junior residents of the hospital as they are
expected to oblige to whatever their senior counterpart
demands of them. For example, it is a common phenomenon
to find a first‐year medicine resident in the casualty
department of Sir Sunderlal hospital, BHU on a shift lasting
more than 30 hours at a stretch. Numerous protests have
been held in the past demanding more strict regulations and
implementation of duty hours for resident doctors In

professionals. Doctor to patient ratio in India is 1:2000
against the WHO norm of 1:1000. This statistic does not tell
the full story either as the health services are largely
concentrated in urban areas while quackery predominates in
rural areas. According to a WHO report, only 18.8% of
allopathic doctors in rural areas in India are qualified. The
situation is particularly grim for Jammu & Kashmir and
North‐East states. There is no initiative by the government atimplementation of duty hours for resident doctors. In

January earlier this year, resident doctors at IGMC, Shimla
protested against the state government as they were made
to work for 36 hours non‐stop in the emergency and they
had no proper duty room to take a break from the hectic
hours of work at the hospital. On an average, over 200
patients are admitted to the emergency department of
IGMC that needs 12 resident doctors to be posted but there

y g
opening new medical colleges and hospitals while giving a
free run to private ones as is seen by the recent adoption of
National Medical Commission bill which is intended to
gradually privatize the whole health care system of the
country. It is not difficult to see that giant pharmaceutical
companies and corporates are forcing the hand of the
government at every step of policy making.

R tl d t h b t f thare only 6 of them. Nothing has been done on the issue so
far apart from empty reassurances.

A recent article in the journal "Nature" found that
staying awake for 24 hours impairs cognitive and motor
performance to the same degree as having a blood alcohol
level of 0.1 percent, above the legal driving limit in many
states. Exhausted residents are often asked to perform
operations and make life‐or‐death decisions that not only

Recently doctors have become easy scapegoats for the
administrative failures. Government authorities find doctors
as soft targets for hiding its shortcomings. This has set up a
dangerous precedent which is evident from the increasing
incidents of violent attacks on the resident doctors in recent
years. We must raise our voice against the blatant lack of
concern on the part of government at improving the public
health care system of the country and making hospitals a
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operations and make life‐or‐death decisions that not only
have damaging effects on the physical and mental health of
the doctors but also endanger the life of patients. An online
email survey, conducted by PGIMER, Chandigarh last year to

healthy place for both the patient and the doctor.



Student movements across India and beyond

STATEWIDE STUDENTS’ UNION BANDH IN
TELANGANA

Various students’ organizations in Telangana under a
joint banner of Students Unions United Committee called for
a statewide bandh on 5th July. The students have demanded
the State government to solve the problems of government
h l d ll th St t b id filli th

administration for accommodation since last 3 years but no
measures have been taken to solve the issue. They alleged
that a new hostel has been constructed but the
administration has denied accommodation to the existing
students and have declared that only students of the
upcoming academic year will be allocated. Moreover, rather
than allocating Professors of the institute as supervisor of

schools and colleges across the State besides filling the
vacant teacher and lecturer posts. Along with stopping
privatization of government aided educational institutions,
they have demanded for a check in increasing fees in private
and corporate schools and colleges.

28 HODS RESIGN IN SUPPORT OF STUDENTS’
PROTEST IN MANIPUR UNIVERSITY

the hostel, a part‐time leader of the ruling party Trinamul
Congress and alumni of the institute has been given the
responsibility. The infrastructure of the old hostels is in a bad
shape and the students have demanded its renovation.

STUDENTS ALL OVER INDIA OPPOSE
DISMANTLING OF UGC

VIn total, twenty‐eight Head of Departments (HoDs) of
Manipur University have tendered their resignation in
support of the students’ demand for removal of their Vice
Chancellor (VC) Adya Prasad Panday. The VC has been
accused of committing administrative and financial
irregularities. The HoDs tendered their resignations on 1st
and 2nd July amid the protest rally jointly taken out by

Various students organizations all over India released
statements condemning the dismantling of UGC and its
replacement by Higher Education Commission of India (HECI
Act, 2018). Student organizations state that the provisions in
HECI will only increase political control of the academic
institutions by the state and will facilitate the privatization of
education in the name of financial autonomy. Moreover,
HECI allows shut down of institutes (college universities) if it

Manipur University Students’ Union (MUSU), Manipur
University Teachers’ Association (MUTA) and Manipur
University Staffs’ Association (MUSA). Showing solidarity to
the students’ protest, six deans of the university had also
tendered their resignation earlier. MUSU launched their
agitation on May 30 and since then the administrative block
and the examination control block of the university have
been locked down.

HECI allows shut down of institutes (college, universities) if it
does not meet the said 'academic standards'. It will make
more difficult for the marginalized to have access to quality
education.

IIT BHU ADMINISTRATION FORCED TO ROLL
BACK THE HIKE IN MESS FEES AFTER
PRESSURE FROM STUDENTS

been locked down.

MEDICAL STUDENTS OF KOLKATA DEMAND
HOSTEL ACCOMMODATION AS PER MCI
RULE

Students of Medical College and Hospital, Kolkata are
under protest since 2nd July demanding hostel
accommodation for all students who are in need. According

On 26th June, administration of IIT BHU was forced to
roll back the hike in mess fees after majority students voted
in favor of it in an opinion poll. Students For Change (SFC)
organized an open meeting and discussed the anti‐student,
anti‐people policies behind such fee hikes and submitted a
petition to the Director with 773 student signatures
demanding a rollback of the hike after it. Although the
t d t' li t ( d i i t ti i d b d f
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to the rule of Medical Council of India (MCI), the medical
colleges are bound to provide accommodation to at least
75% of the students of each academic year. The protesting
students said that they have been appealing the

student's parliament (administration recognized body of
student's representative) only took the role of convincing
the administration's stand to the students, after this
meeting, they had to organize the opinion poll which led to
the rollback.



STUDENTS PROTEST AGAINST HAPUR
LYNCHING CASE

condemned by the activists. Police had to arrest 30 suspects
so far for their alleged role in the lynching.

Student movements across India and beyond

On 22nd June, students protested against the
increasing mob lynching in the country at Parliament Street,
New Delhi. The protest was organized as a reaction to the
recent lynching of Qasim. Hailed from Hapur’s Madhapur
village, Qasim was lynched by a mob suspecting him of cow
smuggler in Bajhera Khurd village in the Pilakhua town on
Monday while his co‐villager 65‐year‐old Mohammad

PROTESTING POLISH STUDENTS FORCES THE
GOVERNMENT TO STALL THE BILL WHICH
THREATENS ACADEMIC FREEDOM

Student protests in Poland have succeeded in delaying
a bill known as 2.0 which threatens the autonomy of
universities. “The 2.0 Act will deprive most of the students

Samiuddin sustained serious injuries in the assault.

STUDENTS OF PUNJAB UNIVERSITY STAND
WITH WORKERS

On 22nd June, students of Punjab University under the
banner of Students For Society (SFS) sat for a four‐day long
protest outside the Vice Chancellor (VC) office to demand

and academics of their role in shaping the university’s fate,
and increase political pressure on research and teaching
activities”, alleged The Academic Protest Committee. The act
also included proposals to reduce funding and research
opportunities for regional universities and lower retirement
age for female researchers. Poland's ruling right‐wing party
has increased governmental control over many facets of
society since it took power in 2015 and this step has been

the release of three months pending salaries of contractual
hostel workers. They alleged that the administration is taking
undue advantage of the factor that the workers are
contractual and they are not able to protest in fear of losing
their job, they were denied payment for consecutive three
months even earlier and repeated it again. The authorities
had to release the salaries after the protest.

society since it took power in 2015 and this step has been
identified by the activists as a part of it. For almost two
weeks, fences, balconies and walls in universities across the
country were peppered with handmade banners, painted
cardboard and fluttering pamphlets, as students occupied
spaces and voiced their disapproval of the planned reforms.
The occupation strike which started at the University of
Warsaw on 5th June got spread across campuses all over the

t i di t lSTUDENT ACTIVIST ARRESTED FOR
OPPOSING SALEM-CHENNAI GREEN
CORRIDOR PROJECT

On 19th June, student activist Valarmathi from
Students Uprising Movement for Social welfare (SUMS) have
been arrested and slapped sedition charges for opposing the
Salem‐Chennai green corridor project which will cause a

country immediately.

YOUNG PEOPLE FOR MACEDONIA
Hundreds of people have taken part in a rally organized

by the student movement Young People For Macedonia to
protest against changing Macedonia's official name to North
Macedonia. The rally was held outside the Macedonian
parliament in Skopje late on 23rd June under the slogan:g p j

severe blow to the livelihoods of a large number of farmers
due to the acquisition of a large amount of fertile land. All
India Council for Students Struggles (AICSS), a nationwide
coordination of around 60 students’ organizations have
condemned the arrest along with various students’
organizations all over India.

STUDENTS AND YOUTH OF GUWAHATI

parliament in Skopje late on 23rd June under the slogan:
"Never north, always Macedonia." Protests have taken place
both in Greece and Macedonia since the countries signed an
agreement on changing Macedonia's name on June 17.

FRENCH STUDENTS ON ROADS
After French rail workers’ strike against President

Emmanuel Macron’s liberal reforms, a protest movement ofSTUDENTS AND YOUTH OF GUWAHATI
PROTEST LYNCHING

On 11th June, students, youth, civil rights activists and
others gathered in large number in front of the Gauhati
Commerce College and various other places all over Assam
to protest against the lynching of two artists Nilotpal Das and
Abhijeet Nath on a rumor of being child‐lifters in a village of
central Assam Later alleging that the protest turned violent

Emmanuel Macron s liberal reforms, a protest movement of
university students has also gained in visibility in the country.
Student organisers are seeking to align the different
movements in the model of mass protests that redefined
French society fifty years ago. France has a vivid memory of
May 1968, when discontent among students and the
working class converged in mass protests that all but shut
down the country for several weeks. Recently, fifteen

d th t b t t t i t thcentral Assam. Later, alleging that the protest turned violent,
police resorted to lathi‐charge. The protest continued even
the next day. Protesters at Judge’s Field ground demanded
that the accused has to be punished and said that the police
personnel who “failed in their duty to protect the victims”
should be penalized. They also demanded the resignation of
Assam Chief Minister Sarbananda Sonowal and Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma. Concern over some vested interest

i i l l h l

campuses around the country began to protest against the
government’s plans to reform entry requirements to
universities. Protesters fear plans to introduce more
selective admissions will harm access to higher education. A
student leader commented, “We want to remake the past,
to succeed what failed before.”

trying to give a communal angle to the event was also
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