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THE STATE THAT DOES NOT LOVE 
QUESTIONS
– TO BE LYNCHED IS A CRIME. TO BE POOR IS A CRIME.

wide swoop, the Pune police arrested her along with four others
– Vernon Gonsalves (writer and activist), Varavara Rao
(renowned poet and Marxist intellectual), Goutam Naolakha
(writer and activist), and Arun Fereira (lawyer and activist).

TO DEFEND THE POOR IS TO PLOT TO OVERTHROW THE
GOVERNMENT.

A recent hash‐tag trend in twitter explains the viciousness

of the undeclared emergency, which is prevailing in the country
at present. The hash‐tag is – #MeTooUrbanNaxal, and the
definition of ‘Urban Naxal’ is rightly explained as – “I have a
brain I am not blind I have questions I care for my country I

(writer and activist), and Arun Fereira (lawyer and activist).
Houses of few others – Susan Abraham (lawyer), Kranthi Tekula
(journalist), Stan Swami (activist), Prof. Satyanarayan (writer
and activist), and Prof. Anand Teltumbde (writer and activist)
were raided. None of the five people who were arrested were
present at the Elgar Parishad rally. However, if we look into the
profiles of these people, we will again find that all of them have
always fought for justice and true democracy. According to the
warrants, these arrests are supposed to be a part of an ongoingbrain, I am not blind, I have questions, I care for my country, I

hold my government accountable, I have guts to stand by the
truth, I am an – Urban Naxal”. The term ‘anti‐national’, due to
its overuse, especially in the last four years has lost all its
essence and reduced to a joke. The ruling class now has come
up with a new terminology – ‘Urban Naxal’ or ‘Urban Maoist’ to
crush the dissenters throughout the country, by associating all
of them to a banned outfit and then misusing laws like UAPA,
and this has become clearly evident in recent nation‐wide

warrants, these arrests are supposed to be a part of an ongoing
investigation of the Bhima‐Koregaon violence case. However, in
court, no reference was made to this case. Rather, baseless
allegations were made against the arrested activists, such as
these ‘Urban Naxals/Maoists’ have connection with top Maoist
leaders, they are member of banned CPI (Maoist), they are
recruiting youths from colleges across India for this banned
outfit, they are planning to assassinate PMModi etc.

According to the past orders of the Supreme Court theand this has become clearly evident in recent nation wide
arrests of rights activists and indiscriminate raids in several
others’ houses, one on 6th July and the other on 28th August.

On 31st December 2017, peoples from marginalized
sections gathered to the Elgaar Parishad program and expressed
their dissent against the present Modi‐led government, which
they termed as the rule of “neo‐Peshwai”. On the next day the
rally was attacked at Bhima‐Koregaon by Hindutva fanatics, and
this led to violence After this incident instead of taking actions

According to the past orders of the Supreme Court, the
police cannot arrest a person just because of his/her mere
membership in some banned outfit, until and unless the person
is actively involved in some violent activities. However, the
present situation is so worse that on 29th August the public
prosecutor said – arrested activists are responsible for building
an “anti‐fascist” front that aims to overthrow the present
government, and thus, it was clearly admitted that the present
regime is a ‘fascist’ one and these arrests under UAPA arethis led to violence. After this incident, instead of taking actions

against the actual perpetrators – Sambhaji Bhide and Milind
Ekbote, the two right wing Hindutva activists, who are very
close pals of BJP‐RSS, the state‐machinery started to target
rights activists in relation to the violence. There is no doubt that
the government wants to create an atmosphere of fear, and at
the same time, is shielding the actual perpetrators of this
violence. In this process, the state is framing fake charges under
UAPA against the rights activists people’s lawyers

regime is a fascist one and these arrests under UAPA are
nothing but ‘fascist’ onslaughts on those who dare to dissent.
The allegations were so baseless that even the Supreme Court,
in response to a plea against these arrests, was forced to say:
“Dissent is the safety valve of democracy. If you don’t allow the
safety valve, pressure cooker will burst”. The apex court
ordered to put all activists under house arrest after staying their
transit remand, and issued notice to Maharashtra government
and its police to respond by September 4 on the plea Even theUAPA against the rights activists, people s lawyers,

academicians, or whoever causing interruption to the state’s
own nefarious activities throughout the country.

First such onslaught came on 6th June 2018, when the
Pune police arrested the general secretary of IAPL advocate
Surendra Gadling, along with four others – Prof. Shoma Sen
(writer), Sudhir Dhawale (dalit activist), Rona Wilson (human
right activist), and Mahesh Raut (political activist). Obviously,
these arrests ere strongl condemned b ario s rights

and its police to respond by September 4 on the plea. Even, the
Delhi High Court has rebuked Maharashtra police for not
providing translated copies of documents carrying grounds of
the arrest, and the NHRC has also pointed out that a standard
operating procedure was not properly followed in these arrests,
which is nothing but a gross violation of human rights.
Arundhati Roy rightly writes: “The arrest of these 10 people,
three lawyers and seven well known activists also serves to cut
whole populations of vulnerable people off from any hope of
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these arrests were strongly condemned by various rights
organizations. Sudha Bharadwaj, the vice‐president of IAPL,
raised her voice in condemning these arrests, and the desperate
state wasted no time in raising its hand to curb her voice. First,
in a TV news channel, she was branded as a ‘Urban Naxal’ on
4th July 2018, and then on 28th August 2018, in a similar nation‐

whole populations of vulnerable people off from any hope of
justice or representation. Because these were their
representatives…..The vulnerable are being cordoned off and
silenced. The vociferous are being incarcerated.”
(Figure: Actor and playwright Girish Karnad at the event
commemorating Gauri Lankesh’s first death anniversary)



KERALA FLOODS – A MAN MADE 
DISASTER?

lives and rendering of lakhs of people homeless could have
been avoided, at least partially, had the recommendationsDISASTER?

Kerala has been ravaged by severe floods affecting all

14 districts in the state. The Centre has declared it as a Level
3 calamity which, according to the Home Ministry's National
Emergency Response Centre, has recorded 488 persons
killed and 54.11 lakhs severely affected. As many as 14.52
lakh people in the state are living in flood relief camps as a

been acted upon seriously. He said that the only threat in
implementing the proposals, based on factual findings and
pure science, is ‘extensive profits, often through criminal
means’.

While on one hand the people of Kerala were grappling
with the death, destruction and mayhem, sections of people
directly or indirectly associated to the BJP‐RSS came up with
indications which were bizarre and unscientific as reasonsresult. An estimated 570 sq. km of standing crops have been

destroyed in the deluge. Apart from the death and
destruction already caused due to the floods, the imminent
threat of outbreak of diseases looms large over the people in
the state. Initial reports of multiple cases of leptospirosis are
ominous indications towards that direction.

Kerala witnessed heavy rains in this monsoon which led
the government to take the decision to open the gates of 35

indications, which were bizarre and unscientific, as reasons
for the flood. Karnataka BJP MLA and former Union Minister
Basanagouda Patil Yatnal said, ‘In Kerala, people openly
slaughter cows. What happened? Within a year a situation
like this (flood) arose. Whoever hurts the Hindu religious
beliefs will face such consequences.’ S Gurumurthy, the
newly appointed director of RBI and the co‐convenor of
Swadeshi Jagran Manch (affiliated to RSS), suggested that

the government to take the decision to open the gates of 35
of its 54 dams completely. The Kerala government alleged
that one of the principal reasons for the flood was the
sudden release of water from the Mullaperiyar Dam by the
Tamil Nadu government, who rejected the argument.
However, Dr. Madhav Gadgil, the chairman of the Western
Ghats Ecology Experts Panel (WGEEP) and a stalwart in
ecology, has said that it is a ‘man‐made disaster’.

the floods could be a result of Lord Ayyappa’s anger for
attempting to allow menstruating women from entering
Kerala’s Sabarimala temple. These are just a reflection of the
deep rooted contempt of reason and logic prevalent in the
RSS ideology, wherein mythology gets passed on as history
and imagination as science. If the Prime Minister can believe
that climate change is not a reality (2014), Lord Ganesha was
the 1st example of plastic surgery in India (2014) Karna was

The WGEEP, also known as Gadgil commission, was
appointed by the Ministry of Environment and Forests
(MoEF) of India and submitted its report in 2011. Among
other things, it classified the Western Ghats, a significant
part of which in Kerala faced floods, into Ecologically
Sensitive Zones (ESZs), predicted flood‐like situations and
provided recommendations to avoid a crisis of that nature.
Its many recommendation included advice against building

the 1st example of plastic surgery in India (2014), Karna was
an example of reproductive genetics (2014), etc. what else
could we expect from his cadres?

The fishermen of Kerala played an exemplary role in the
rescue operations. What made their effort unique were the
facts that neither were there any orders to them from any
authority to carry out the operations or any monetary
incentive to do so. On the contrary they spent their own

Its many recommendation included advice against building
dams in certain regions, promotion of organic agricultural
practices, implementation of Forest Rights Act in its true
spirit, no conversion of public land into private land,
limitation and gradual phase‐out of mining in certain regions
and educating the energy consumer of the environmental
and social impact of energy production as also the need for
reducing luxury demand. Governments rejected the

resources and risked their lives to save the helpless. Till
August 29, it was estimated that they had rescued 65,000
people stranded in the floods.

This flood has been the most devastating flood in Kerala
since the one in 1924. In this day and age it is all the more
important to utilize science to its fullest potential, develop
scientific temperament among the masses and
set the priorities of the political leadership right In thisproposals as they were deemed to be too eco‐friendly and

‘anti‐development’. Industrial groups, especially those which
were to be affected by the recommendations, are said to
have lobbied hard with the governments to subvert these
suggestions. According to Gadgil, the loss of hundreds of

set the priorities of the political leadership right. In this
context Dr. Gadgil aptly says, “I do not agree that economy
and ecology are at loggerheads. What is at loggerheads is
this greed for extensive profits and often through criminal
means.”
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HIS MAJESTY’S COMPANION –
SAVARKAR

Jingoism is at its highest form in present India. Whoever is

daring to question the ruling class is tagged as ‘anti‐national’.
Full‐fledged support is provided by the ruling party in distorting

underground revolutionary groups like Anusilan Samiti were in
their high peaks. It is an irony that between the submissions of
two mercy petitions of Savarkar, two bombs were already
thrown by the revolutionaries; the first one on Viceroy Lord
Hardinge in Delhi and the second one on the former Sub‐
Divisional Officer of Sylhet Mr. Gordon in Lahore. Such was the
intensity of armed anti British movement in the mainlandFull fledged support is provided by the ruling party in distorting

and fabricating the history of India. As an effect, figures like
Savarkar, Godse, Golwalker have suddenly become the
revolutionaries in this new ‘Modi’‐fied history. Their parental
organizations, collectively known as Sangh Parivar, have
become the sole authority to approve the patriotism of general
mass. In this light, it is a necessity to dig into the buried history
and expose their real face.

Sangh Parivar campaigns that Savarkar was a great

intensity of armed anti‐British movement in the mainland,
when our ‘veer’ Savarkar was busy in drafting his second mercy
petition and praising constitutional reforms of the colonial
oppressors. Many other revolutionaries tortured in the Cellular
Jail could not dream of seeking similar mercy.

Government did not change its mind immediately; rather it
was testing Savarkar’s faithfulness. Savarkar was also trying his
best to prove himself in front of his master. In the First World
W h T k t d G i t E l dSangh Parivar campaigns that Savarkar was a great

revolutionary throughout his life. What else we can expect from
them? However, the real problem is many liberals also believe
that Savarkar was a great revolutionary in his earlier years of
activism, and somehow there was a drastic change in his views
during his days in Cellular Jail. Both of these views are nothing
but blatant lies. If we look deeply into the early‐year activities of
Savarkar, we will find a pattern in his conduct. Apart from some
fiery speeches in all other severe cases he used another person

War, when Turkey supported Germany against England,
Savarkar tried vehemently to satisfy his master by realizing this
particular event as Pan‐Islamism. He sent a letter to the
Government of India summarizing his offer in helping “to bring
recruits to the Indian Army in large numbers” and “to serve in
that army in defense of India and for the victory of England”.
Even in 1918, when the revolutionaries of India were severely
protesting against Montagu‐Chelmsford Reforms, Savarkar
l d d it I hi d “I h bl ldi i Hfiery speeches, in all other severe cases he used another person

to fire a gun. These persons, such as Madanlal Dhingra, acted
like real revolutionaries and sacrificed their lives under the
influence of Savarkar. On contrary, ‘veer’ Savarkar provided
undertakings and apologies to escape the consequences.
Savarkar was arrested and transported to the Cellular Jail
(Andaman) on 4th July, 1911, and within just six months he
submitted his first mercy petition to the British authority. The
text of this petition is not available However he referred to this

lauded it. In his own words – “I as one humble soldier in Her
rank would honestly try my best to make the reform
successful.” Therefore, even if we ignore the mercy petitions,
we will find ample evidences of his support to the British Raj. As
a prize, first he was freed from solitary confinement and then
he was appointed a foreman of an oil‐depot. After this, he
started communal propaganda inside the jail, and clearly
indicated that if he was released or at least shifted to a jail in
India’s mainland he will continue to do the same in large scaletext of this petition is not available. However, he referred to this

petition in his another mercy petition dated 14th November,
1913. This second letter definitely throws challenges to the false
claims of Sangh Parivar, and shows that how ‘veer’ he was.
Throughout the letter Savarkar addressed the colonial
oppressor as “His Majesty” or “your honour” or “the Mighty”.
He lauded the contemporary “conciliating policies of the
Government”, and promised to be “the staunchest advocate of
constitutional progress and loyalty to the English Government”

India’s mainland he will continue to do the same in large scale
to help the Raj in its ‘divide‐and‐rule’ policy.

In May 1921, he was shifted to the mainland, in Ratnagiri
Jail, where he completed writing his infamous book ‘Hindutva’.
Finally, Savarkar was released conditionally from Yeraveda Jail
(from Ratnagiri Jail he was moved to this jail in Pune) on 6th
January, 1924. He signed the condition that “he will not engage
publicly or privately in any manner of political activities without
h f h G ” h i f d b iconstitutional progress and loyalty to the English Government .

He rose to the height of shamelessness when he even
mentioned explicitly that his release “would bring back all those
young men in India and abroad who were once looking up to
me as their guide”, and thus, he is “ready to serve the
Government in any capacity they like”. He clearly expressed his
sorrow regarding the revolutionary activities in the turbulent
times of 1906‐07, which according to him “beguiled” the
revolutionaries “from the path of peace and progress”.

the consent of the Government”. The stories afterwards, be it a
story of Savarkar, or a story of Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS), which was created in 1925 by Dr. K. B. Hedgewar after his
long discussion with Savarkar, or a story of Hindu Mahasabha,
they are quite at par with this humble submission of Savarkar.
This is the reality of ‘veer’ Savarkar. Neither did he die fighting
the British like some of the veer revolutionaries who led the
Chittagong Uprising nor did he opt defiant martyrdom like
Bh Si h d Kh di h h d lik hrevolutionaries from the path of peace and progress .

We must look into the year in which this mercy petition
was submitted. It was November 1913, when the famous
Ghadar movement was taking its shape (the first issue of the
Ghadar weekly, dated November 1, 1913, described itself as
“the enemy of the English Raj”), when the activities of different

Bhagat Singh and Khudiram; rather he acted like a trustworthy
companion of His Majesty in colonial India, masterminded the
murder of M. K. Gandhi in 1948, and continued spreading
communal hatred till his last breath to strengthen the
exploitation of the ruling class by diverting the attention of
people from real issues.
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PATHALGADI MOVEMENT  THE empowered by the constitution However the government isPATHALGADI MOVEMENT: THE 
STRUGGLE TO PROTECT ‘JAL-
JANGAL-ZAMEEN’

The Pathalgadi movement is spreading like fire in the

heartland of India – the abode of the adivasis and moolvasis.
The origin is the Khunti district in the state of Jharkhand.
H P th l di ith d th

empowered by the constitution. However, the government is
trying to suppress and malign the movement by branding it as a
protective cover manufactured by the Maoists and criminals
involved in opium cultivation, and the Jharkhand Police filed
sedition cases against 20 people, including Jesuit priest Stan
Swami and former Congress MLA Theodore Kiro. The gang rape
of five NGO workers in June was sought to be pinned on the
Pathagadi movement by the state police, but the activists are
now concluding that the link was created in order to harass theHowever, Pathalgadi with messages engraved on them

including warnings for outsiders, mainly the government
officials, prohibiting them from entering the village without
approval of the Gram Sabha, have come up over the past years
at the entry points of tribal hamlets in a number of villages
across Khunti, Gumla, Simdega and West Singhbhum districts.

Pathalgadi, meaning erecting a stone, has been a tradition
with the Mundas of Jharkhand for hundreds of years.

now concluding that the link was created in order to harass the
leaders of the movement.

The movement came to prominence after the BJP
government tried to amend, in November 2016, the two Acts,
namely, Chotanagpur Tenancy Act (CNT) and Santhal Parganas
Tenancy Act (SPT) which prohibit the transfer of tribal land to
non‐tribals and protects community ownership. Through the
amendments, the government tried to enable the acquisition of
ib l l d f h ll d ‘d l ’ Af lTraditionally, pathar or stones are erected to notify, mark or

demarcate important spots such as boundaries, homes, land,
forests and graveyards. After the provisions of the Panchayat
(Extension to Scheduled Area) Act (PESA Act) came into
existence in the year 1996, two former bureaucrats, IAS officer
B.D. Sharma and IPS officer Bandi Oraon, initiated the practice
of placing stone slabs inscribed with rules and provisions of the
PESA Act to raise awareness among the tribals and strengthen

tribal land for the so called ‘development’. After several
protests, the bills were withdrawn, but, the government came
up with the Right to Fair Compensation and Transparency in
Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation and Resettlement Act 2013
(Jharkhand Amendment) Bill which is likely to have more
adverse consequences than the previous ones. The Raghubar
Das government’s bid to amend these laws is directed at
creation of a land bank for its ambitious Momentum Jharkhand

j t t f ilit t th t f f t ib l l d t th tdemocracy at the grass‐root level.
The PESA act says: “…every village shall have a Gram Sabha

consisting of persons whose names are included in the electoral
rolls for the Panchayat at the village level; (d) every Gram Sabha
shall be competent to safeguard and preserve the traditions and
customs of the people, their cultural identity, community
resources and the customary mode of dispute resolution; (e)
every Gram Sabha shall – i. approve of the plans, programmes

project to facilitate the transfer of tribal land to the corporate
and industrialists.

Millions of tribals are being evicted from their villages and
their rights over their forests are being taken away. The central
and state governments have signed multiple Memorandum of
Understandings (MoUs) with big mining and industrial
corporations, mostly owned by big foreign monopoly and
finance corporations and their Indian comprador lackeys, which

and projects for social and economic development before such
plans, programmes and projects are taken up for
implementation by the Panchayat at the village level; ii. be
responsible for the identification or selection of persons as
beneficiaries under the poverty alleviation and other
programmes.” However, successive State Governments have
not been following the special provisions created for the tribals
by means of Fifth Schedule of the Indian Constitution. Many

will allow these corporations to plunder the mineral resources
and grab the land of the tribals. Whenever the tribals protested
against the forceful eviction from their land and forests, the
government branded them as Maoists and unleashed state
terror on them. Hundreds of tribal youths are being killed in
staged encounters by the police and the central paramilitary
forces who are engaged in Indian Government’s largest war on
civilians – the Operation Green Hunt or its newer versions. It is

corporate projects have been sanctioned in those areas without
consulting the Gram Sabhas. Discontent slowly built up and
eventually it has taken the shape of mass tribal agitation. The
battle is aimed to reclaim their rights over “jal, jangal and
zameen” (water, forest and land) of the region, which has been

not hard for the tribals to comprehend the real intention of the
government which is planning to evict and massacre the tribals
en masse from their land and forests for the sake of the mining
corporations.
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Movements and activities across academic campuses

STUDENTS PROTEST AGAINST FEE HIKE
A

BHU STUDENTS AGITATE AGAINST
ANTI STUDENT POLICIESA protest against the hike of annual fees was staged by

the students of Osmania University College for Women (OUCW)
on 8th August. Hundreds of students gathered in a spot
opposite their college and registered their protest. The students
had come down to streets for the second time in last 10 days
after the administration did not keep their words of resolving
the issue within a week. The students reported that the fee has
been raised from Rs 5,600 to Rs 8,000 annually, moreover, the

ANTI-STUDENT POLICIES
The students of BHU are agitating since 30th August

against undoing the policy which used to waive the fees of
economically marginalized ST/SC students. A student during the
protest said that "the erstwhile waived fees for last 3‐4 years, of
economically backward SC/ST students are being recovered
illegally by the administration. Degrees of the passed out
students have also been blocked to carry out this recovery" He, , y, ,

difficulty of getting scholarships for the economically backward
students have also increased. It has been reported that 90% of
the scholarship applications are getting rejected. The girls also
demanded well‐maintained washrooms in the academic
buildings and hostels. The administration had to agree to talk to
a team of representatives of the students and have asked for 15
days to resolve the matter.

students have also been blocked to carry out this recovery . He
said that although they are agitating since last two days, the
autocratic administration is not ready to talk to them.

IIT M STUDENTS TAKE PART IN MEDICAL
CAMPS IN FLOOD AFFECTED KERALA

Students from Ambedkar Periyar Study Circle, IIT Madras
l i h h i i i d d l

THE STUDENTS OF GKCIET IN HUNGER
STRIKE IN KOLKATA

Continuing their movement to demand valid diplomas
and B.Tech certificates, around 50 students of Ghani Khan
Choudhury Institute of Engineering & Technology (GKCIET),
Malda have been on a relay hunger strike in Kolkata since
August 10 GKCIET is an autonomous Centre funded institute

along with other organizations organized a two days long
medical camp in Ernakulam district on 25th and 26th August.
The medical team visited different parts of the district including
the relief camps at Kunnukara and Karumaloor Panchayats and
medical assistance was given to nearly 1500 people.

FACULTY MEMBERS OF IIT KHARAGPUR
PROTEST AGAINST VIOLATION OFAugust 10. GKCIET is an autonomous Centre‐funded institute,

was founded in 2010. Its foundation stone was laid by then
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh and then Congress president
Sonia Gandhi. While it was formally inaugurated by then
president Pranab Mukherjee, four years later, the institute had
been admitting students since 2010. However, it had not been
affiliated to any university in 2018, leaving its students without
the requisite certificates for further studies or employment.
More than 800 students graduated in 2016 and 2017 However

N N
SERVICE RULES

The faculties of IIT Kharagpur staged a protest on 23rd
August evening in front of the main building alleging a violation
of rule of law, violation of natural justice, and violation of
service rules. The further accusations include no transparency,
salary deductions without due intimation, anomalies in
deductions, not making MHRD order public, repeated letters toMore than 800 students graduated in 2016 and 2017. However,

they did not receive their certificates due to the lack of
affiliation. As a response to this movement, the state
government has granted affiliation to their diploma and B.Tech
courses to Maulana Abul Kalam Azad University of Technology.
However, it has declared to provide certificates only to students
who joined in the new academic year (2018) and not those who
have already completed their course or have taken admission
before 2018 putting a large number of students in a

deductions, not making MHRD order public, repeated letters to
administration going unanswered and the requests made by
faculties getting ignored. They are further continuing their
protest from 27th August, every day, to press their demands. A
section of students under the banner of Ambedkar Bhagat Singh
Study Circle (ABSC) also released a statement extending
solidarity to their professors. They wrote. "The current IIT
Kharagpur administration will be historically remembered as a
regime where all the sections of the community, including
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before 2018, putting a large number of students in a
predicament. Deciding to stage a rally to Raj Bhawan as their
next step, the agitating students have declared to intensify their
movement if their justified demands are not paid heed to.

g y, g
students, faculties, and workers had to come down to streets
with their justified demands against this unjust administration",
referring to various movements in the campus since last few
years.



Movements and activities across academic campuses (cont.)

DU TEACHERS CONDEMN DROPPING OF body the executive council and the appointment of a reviewDU TEACHERS CONDEMN DROPPING OF
BOOK TITLES FROM THE READING LIST,
SAYS DU IS SURRENDERING TO
SAFFRON PRESSURE

Democratic Teachers' Front (DTF), a teachers'
organization of Delhi University (DU) condemns the dropping of
some book titles from the reading list. The Times of India on

body, the executive council and the appointment of a review
commission to update the conflicting and arbitrary rules
introduced by this administration. The students said that they
will not stop protesting until the administration gives them
written assurance for their demands.

STUDENTS OPPOSE THE REFUSAL TO
SCREEN DOCUMENTARY FILM AT FTII

30th August reported that the Standing Committee on
Academic Affairs has suggested to the History department that
Nandini Sundar’s Subalterns and Sovereigns: An Anthropological
History of Bastar, 1854‐2006 and Archana Prasad’s Against
Ecological Romanticism: Verrier Elwin and the Making of an
Anti‐modern Tribal Identity should be removed from the
reading list as the books are “unfit for students in DU”. The
Standing Committee argued that the book written by Nandini

The Film and Television Institute of India (FTII) refused to
screen a 23‐minute documentary film – Hora (‘fortune teller’) –
directed by Harishankar Nachimuthu, a final year student and
former president of the FTII Students' Association (FSA),
following threats issued by the rightwing Akhil Bharatiya
Vidyarthi Parishad (ABVP), affiliated to the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS). ABVP’s opposition to the
d t i tl b it i b d th K bi K lSundar “justified the acts of the Naxals by saying that they are

involved in these activities as they are unemployed”. The
teachers stated that this is shocking that an academic
committee could perceive that an argument which shows
economic reasons behind certain political actions as
glorification/ justification of the act. They said that by doing this
DU is surrendering to saffron pressure. Also, they demanded a
review of the decision followed by a full debate in the academic

documentary is apparently because it is based on the Kabir Kala
Manch (KKM), a cultural group of radical and predominantly
Dalit and working‐class troupe. The content of the film,
however, was approved, scrutinised and mentored by the FTII
faculty. FSA issued a statement condemning the FTII
administration’s move and said: “The above mentioned
organisation [ABVP] has a history of being detrimental to
freedom of expression. We, the students’ community, question
the concerned if an art school can function independently whencommittee.

HNLU STUDENTS RISE AGAINST
HARRASEMENT, DEMAND MORE
CAMPUS DEMOCRACY

The students of Hidayatullah National Law University
(HNLU) Raipur have been protesting since August 27 to

the concerned if an art school can function independently when
such organisations can dictate the content of our films being
made inside the campus... The institute administration rather
than making it sure that the screening of the film goes as per
schedule and ensuring the learning and academic activities in
the institute goes unhindered have only succumbed to this
pressure and cancelled the screening”. The statement also read:
“[KKM] is not a banned organisation and the public
performances documented in the film had happened with(HNLU), Raipur have been protesting since August 27 to

demand the removal of a 10:30 pm curfew for residents of the
women’s hostel as well as blatant harassment, including but not
limited to sexual harassment by the university’s authorities.
What began as an agitation by the girls, turned into a full‐
fledged protest by the entire student community. The student
bar association framed a detailed statement with a list of 14
demands, including the removal of corrupt officials and sexual
predators from key administrative positions adequate student

performances documented in the film had happened with
police permission. Few of the songs and performances
documented in the film are about Babasaheb Ambedkar’s
principles and vision and it clearly can’t be ‘Maowadi’ as
claimed by ABVP. We are living in an environment where any
such organisation can demand the screening of a student film
within an institute to be cancelled”.
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predators from key administrative positions, adequate student
representation in the university’s primary decision‐making



Condemn the raids on Prof. Teltumbde and Prof. Satyanarayana and raids 
and arrests of other human rights activists!

Demand their immediate and unconditional release!
Resist state repression!

COSTISA, a co‐ordination of progressive and
democratic student's association of various S&T institutes
condemns the raids on Prof. Teltumbde and Prof.
Satyanarayana and raids and arrests of other human

h d l bd d h h

their own land. They have stood with oppressed workers,
dalits and religious minorities. They have spoken out very
strongly for the people of this ‘democratic’ country who
can’t even exercise their basic rights; instead they are
subjected to severe repression, torture, murder and

rights activists. Anand Teltumbde and other activists have
spent their lives being the voice of the voiceless Adivasis,
Dalits, religious minorities and other oppressed people.
Ex‐Professor of IIT Kharagpur, Prof. Teltumbde is now
working as a Senior Professor in Goa Institute of
Management (GIM).

The severe onslaught that has been underway in
I di l d h l l i h h

j p , ,
rape.

The Hindutva fascist forces in power are intensifying
their all‐out war on the Dalits, Adivasis and minorities in
the rural areas on one hand, and trying to suppress all
voices of dissent over these issues on the other hand.

Using the pretext of the Bhima‐Koregaon incident
and the alleged fabricated letter indicating a plot to killIndia to plunder the natural resources, exploit the human

resources and open up the market at the cost of the
common people is reaching a pinnacle since the fascist
BJP‐RSS combine have been in power since 2014. Prof.
Teltumbde has been a vocal critic of the neo‐liberal
agenda since long, including the aggressive phase that we
are going through currently. The intention of the
government through these raids and arrest is clear to

and the alleged fabricated letter indicating a plot to kill
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the ruling establishment
is leaving no stone unturned to reach that end. Media
channels have already started branding the activists
arrested as ‘Urban Naxals’, a term coined to easily deem
illegitimate any pro‐people work that might be done by
these activists which is not in line with the corporate
agenda of the ruling establishment. This tag has becomegovernment through these raids and arrest is clear – to

stifle all voices of dissent and terrorize all progressive
forces who would speak up for the dispossessed.

One of the primary sectors bearing the brunt of the
neo‐liberal policies of successive governments is the
education sector. Closing down primary schools, severe
funding cuts in higher education institutes, encouraging
private investments in education funding private

an easy label to mobilize popular sentiment against such
activists, making any trial in the court of law potentially
biased even before its start. The media frenzy, created by
some media agencies, also serve the purpose of diverting
public attention from issues like the activities of Sanatan
Sanstha, role of Hindutva leaders Milind Ekbote and
Sambhaji Bhide in the Bhima Koregaon violence, etc.

private investments in education, funding private
institutes by tax payers’ money, forcing institutes to
generate their own funds through raising fees or
corporate funded research, etc. are not to be seen in
isolation: they are part of the monstrous neoliberal
agenda of liberalization, privatization and globalization.
These series of policy measures systematically snatch the
right to education from vast populations who are already

These arrests are not only an attempt to silence the
voices of dissent, but also a message to all progressive
individuals in this country to either think the way the
government wants or face the consequences.

The basic value of education lies in thinking in myriad
ways and engaging in debates to arrive at the correct
understanding. However the Government of India,g p p y

marginalized. Civil society activists and students, under
the banner of All India Forum for Right to Education
(AIFRTE), have been constantly raising these issues of
national interest for some time. Prof. Anand Teltumbde
has been a guiding force behind this nationwide
movement to save the education sector in India.

Prof. Anand Teltumbde's Goa house has been raided

currently under the control of the fascist BJP‐RSS, wants
the student community to think in only one direction,
thereby destroying the very ethos of education. These
forces want the education system to be in a way tailor‐
made to serve the corporate masters without
questioning. However, that dream is not going to be
fulfilled.

and he was also threatened with arrest. The residence of
Professor K. Satyanarayana from the English and Foreign
Languages University (EFLU), was also raided. Besides,
other activists have been arrested. They have all been
known for their activism throughout their lives. They have
spoken out against the corporate loot in the forest lands
where a large number of adivasis live. They have time and

COSTISA appeals to the patriotic, progressive and
democratic students, intellectuals, activists and
individuals to unite and resist the state repression
ushered upon the people of India. We condemn the
unjust raids on Prof. Anand Teltumbde and Prof. K.
Satyanarayana. We also demand the unconditional and
immediate release of the other arrested human rights
ti i t
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again criticized the way in which governments and state
administrations have sided with the corporate and
dispossessed the original inhabitants of this land from

activists.



Condemn the conspiracy of Hindutva fascist forces against democratic 
students’ organization!

Long Live the dream of a casteless and a classless India!

On September 4th, 2018 in an important Bengali
newspaper Anandabazar Patrika, it was declared that the
Central Intelligence has marked some organizations in
West Bengal which reportedly act as a frontal
organization of the “Maoists”. In the list of organizations,
a constituent organization of COSTISA, Ambedkar Bhagat

With all these facts in mind, the reason behind ABSC
becoming an eyesore of the government is clear that they
have stood for justice and constitutional rights of our
people. The state has been using the tactic of labeling the
pro‐people organizations in an attempt to mobilize public
sentiment against them and other activists. Moreover,

Singh Study Circle (ABSC) has been named.
This event has to be looked at in connection with the

nationwide crackdown on Human Right activists,
Professors, lawyers and poet as a drive to "clear" "Urban
Naxals". This kind of sensational news shows that the
central government is utterly desperate to curb and
silence any voices that are raised against them. ABSC has

the sensation created by these announcements serves
the purpose of diverting the people's attention from the
real problems of our nation like unemployment,
increasing costs of education, health and livelihood,
increasing of attacks on Dalits, Adivasis, and Muslims by
the Hindutva fascists, anti‐people steps like
demonetization and GST etc.

been active in raising voices against the
commercialization and saffronization of education and
condemning nationwide brahminical fascist attacks on
Dalits, Adivasis, Muslims, and other minorities. The
students involved in ABSC have also been an important
part of the fee hike movement at 2016 in IIT Kharagpur
which compelled the administration for a partial rollback
of the semester fees and have stood with all student

COSTISA condemns this act of witch hunting and false
sentimentalization by the state. We appeal all the
patriotic, democratic, pro‐people students and
intellectuals to stand and raise your voice against it.

Let us not let our country lose all of the democratic
ethos it has!

of the semester fees and have stood with all student
issues which demanded better democracy and proper
student rights in the campus.

Coordination of Science and Technology Institutes’ Student Associations (COSTISA)
(www.facebook.com/supportcostisa)

Ambedkar Periyar Study Circle (APSC), IIT Madras
Ambedkar Periyar Phule Study Circle (APPSC), IIT Bombay
Students For Change (SFC), IIT BHU
Students For Change (SFC), IMS BHU
Ambedkar Bhagat Singh Study Circle (ABSC), IIT Kharagpur
Forum For Critical Thinking (FCT), IIT Kanpurg ( ), p

8



SparkSpark
We will be obliged if you can send us your opinion, comments, criticism and articles to 
our email address as mentioned below:
abssc.iitkgp@gmail.comgp g


