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PULWAMA MASSACRE – THE 
TRAGEDY CONTINUES

In the wee hours of 15th December, 2018, the Indian Army

launched an operation in Pulwama district of Kashmir to

forces who commit these crimes is called Armed Forces Special
Powers Act (AFSPA). This law virtually provides impunity to
perpetrators of these crimes, almost completely. With roots in
the colonial era Armed Forces (Special Powers) Ordinance, 1942,
this law legitimizes the presence and acts of security forces in
civilian areas just like in war zones The security forces amonglaunched an operation in Pulwama district of Kashmir to

encounter 3 militants. Muhammad Yusuf, a carpenter in Sirnoo
village of Pulwama, could hear the noise of army vehicles moving
outside his house deep in the night. To his relief, Shahnawaz
Ahmad, his young son studying in standard 12, was asleep in his
room. In the morning, the two had their dose of tea together.
Just 20 minutes later, as Shahnawaz was returning from a spring
just across the road to fetch a bucket of water, he was shot by
the Indian Army from inside their vehicle while retreating from

civilian areas just like in war zones. The security forces, among
other things, can shoot civilians, use excessive force, arrest
without an arrest warrant, enter or search any household
premises without search warrant, etc. without having to face any
civilian court of justice. It even allows the lethal use of force
against civilians contravening orders for assembly of five or more
people on the streets. Without the permission of Government of
India, the law prevents the prosecution of any security personnel
even for heinous crimes like murder, rapes, etc. As a matter ofy g

the battle site where the three militants and an army officer had
been killed. As he lay in the pool of blood crying for help, Yusuf
watched his son getting killed right in front of his eyes helplessly.
The three militants, an army jawan and seven civilians, including
two teenage boys were killed that morning. All the civilians were
shot by the Indian Army above the waist and away from the
battle. Scores of civilians with bullet injuries were brought to the
Pulwama district hospitals. The situation was so bad that the

even for heinous crimes like murder, rapes, etc. As a matter of
fact, in the 28 years of its existence in Kashmir, though there
have been 50 requests of prosecution of security personnel that
have reached the Government of India, there hasn’t been a single
instance when the Government has granted permission (This is
according to the disclosure made by Union Ministry of Defense to
the Rajya Sabha on 1 January, 2018).

The June 2018 UN report on the recent developments in
Kashmir has documented and strongly criticized the excessive

hospital authorities had to use the public address system to ask
for blood donations [1].

The Kashmir issue has been unresolved since 1947; for most
part of the movement by the people, it has been in a peaceful
way for the demand of a plebiscite, as was the condition for the
provisional accession of Kashmir to the Union of India. It was only
after the late 1980s that people have adopted violent means to
make their voices heard [2]. The response of successive

Kashmir has documented and strongly criticized the excessive
and disproportionate force used by the Indian security forces
against the common people of Kashmir. In the previous two
years, according to the report, an estimated 130‐145 civilian
have been killed by security forces, whereas 16‐20 civilians have
been killed by insurgent groups in the same period. According to
a disclosure by the Chief Minister of J&K in the state assembly,
between 8 July 2016 and 27 February 2017, 6221 people had
been injured by pellet injuries, of which 728 were eye injuries.

governments, instead of finding a political solution, has been
excessively brutal on the people of Kashmir. Disappearance,
injury, fake encounters, custodial death, rapes became a part of
everyday life of common Kashmiris.

Kashmir is one of the most militarized regions in the world
with estimated security personnel to civilian ratio of 1:18 [3][4].
Thousands of Kashmiri civilians, many of them women or children
have been reported to be killed by Indian security forces in

The report goes on to point out numerous instances of forced
disappearances, custodial torture, sexual violence, fake
encounters, systematic denial of justice, prevention of human
rights defenders and journalists from speaking out, etc.

Metal pellet guns has been widely used against stone
throwing protestors, whose anger due to years of atrocities
reached a flash point after the killing of Burhan Wani. Even
school students, many of them girls, came out in large numbers

custody, extrajudicial executions and enforced disappearances
[5]. In 1991, in the village of Kunan Poshpora, soldiers of the
Indian Army conducted a search operation. Women of all ages
were brutally raped within a single night: Human Rights Watch
reported that the number of women raped could be as high as
100. In the firing in Bijbehara in 1993 by BSF, Amnesty
International reported that 51 people were killed and 200
injured. The incidents at Kupwara, Handwara, Sopore, Gawakadal
d th j t th f hi h h d it t th

to confront the mighty fire power of the security forces [6]. In
recent months, the support of the youth to resist the Indian
state’s military occupation has reached a key point.

The Indian state has been in a state of war with its own
people right since the transfer of power in 1947. Whenever there
have been any attempt by the masses to assert their rights, the
people have been brutalized in the most unspeakable way. The
fact is that the Indian state refuses to acknowledge the atrocities
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and many others are just the few ones which have made it to the
media ‐ there have been countless other instances of atrocities
which the people of Kashmir have been subjected to. Not
surprisingly, there has been no prosecution for these crimes
committed in such a huge scale against civilians.

The most fantastic instrument in the hands of the security

that India’s security forces unleash on the Kashmiri people, and
it’s a high time to raise the question – Is Kashmir just a mass of
land that must be kept in a state of conflict to benefit certain
forces, or does Kashmir mean their people who have a right to
dignified living?



THE ‘UPPER CASTE QUOTA’

The Constitution (124th Amendment) Bill, 2019, was

thus, cannot be a test of backwardness. The Supreme Court,
citing similar reasons, also struck down Jat reservations in 2015.

Dr B R Ambedkar was of the view that reservations should

passed in the Lok Sabha on January 8 and in the Rajya Sabha the
next day and was approved by President Ram Nath Kovind on
January 12. It grants 10% reservation to the economically poor
among those not covered by other reservations (general
category) in government jobs and education institutions. The
quota will be over and above the existing 50% reservation to SC,
ST and OBC. The move by the Modi Government is aimed at the
2019 general election as the decision follows statements by the

be seen as an exceptional measure and should be given to those
subject to discrimination and marginalisation on account of
their stigmatised identity [4]. So, he argued for the quotas for
untouchables. However, these higher castes maybe
disadvantaged by poverty, but treating material poverty as the
sole basis for deciding reservation would dilute the original
criteria. The present move, thus, cannot be upheld
constitutionally. Article 340 of the constitution says that0 9 ge e a e ect o as t e dec s o o o s state e ts by t e

RSS, ‘the ideological parent’ of the BJP, attributing the BJP’s
recent electoral losses in Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh to the growing upper caste resentment against the
government. Most of the parliamentary parties, including the
left, also found it politically inconvenient to oppose it. Clearly,
this is more an election‐time signal to upper castes than a
genuine social justice policy.

Although the Constitutional Amendment did not specify

reservation could be given to socially and educationally
backward class of citizens, which means it can be given to a class
of citizens, not a group within a class. Also, the criteria for
reservation are social and educational background, not
economic. Multiple judgments since independence finally
culminating in Indra Sawhney and others versus Union of India
(1992) restricted reservation to not more than 50%. Moreover,
it is to be explored that whether this amendment violates theAlthough, the Constitutional Amendment did not specify

the criteria for beneficiary, Vijay Sampla, Minister of State,
Social Justice and Empowerment, told that those who have an
annual salary of less than Rs. 8 lakh per year and possess less
than 5 acres of land will be able to avail the reservation.
However, NSSO data of 2011‐12 shows that the annual per
capita expenditure for 99% of households falls under this limit,
even after taking inflation into consideration, and the India
Human Development Survey (IHDS) showed that the annual

basic structure of the constitution, as Kesavananda Bharati vs
State of Kerala (1973) had upheld. Mandal Commission also
kept in mind the economic standing of a group, but only as one
of the many criteria.

An element of social injustice is rooted in the practice of
untouchability, whereas, pure economic backwardness is rooted
in the inability of the system to provide jobs. Over the last two
decades, government jobs (which the reservation mainlyHuman Development Survey (IHDS) showed that the annual

household incomes of 98% of households are less than Rs. 8
lakh. Even if we apply all the other criteria for exclusion (e.g.
amount of land owned and size of home), it would still cover
over 95% of the households [1]. Therefore, the reservation
excludes almost no one. Although, the government may try to
show that this is a reservation for the poor, it will effectively be
an “upper caste quota”, as bulk of those competing for this 10%
will be Hindus from the forward castes which continue to have

, g j ( y
focuses on) have been declining. The absolute number of
Central government civilian regular employees decreased by
8,46,998 between 1991 and 2013 (decline of 22%). Likewise, the
total number of Scheduled Caste employees declined by
2,00,476 (28%). Total employment in the Indian Railways
declined from 16,58,413 in 1991 to 13,33,966 in 2014, with the
largest decline in Category C and D jobs [4].

Reservation does not create jobs or eliminate poverty, butwill be Hindus from the forward castes which continue to have
an outsize influence on Indian society. For example, the Lok
Sabha continues to be dominated by upper castes. Upper castes
continue to have a more prominent presence than their share
of the population in other sectors including the judiciary, the
civil services, cricket or the private sector [2].

The pioneer of savarna (upper caste) reservation was the
Narsimha Rao government which specified in 1991 that 10%
vacancies in civil posts and services under the government shall

Reservation does not create jobs or eliminate poverty, but
is meant to make the social base of decision makers more
representative of the underlying social distribution. Reservation
for upper castes does not achieve this as they are already well‐
represented among the elite. The ruling party, though well
aware of these issues, wants to show its support to the upper‐
castes, their major vote bank. In this context, Deshpande rightly
pointed out that: “If one adds to this the lynching of Dalits for
pursuing their traditional occupations, snatching away of their
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vacancies in civil posts and services under the government shall
be reserved for economically backward upper castes [3].
However, the Supreme Court rejected it stating that reservation
cannot be solely based on caste, nor can it be founded on
economic considerations viewed in isolation. Mere poverty,

pursuing their traditional occupations, snatching away of their
livelihoods in the name of cow protection, violence targeted at
inter‐caste marriages and other types of violence related to
temple entry or for not following the illegal social norms
dictated by untouchability, the writing on the wall is clear” [4].



THE INDIAN ‘PSEUDO’-SCIENCE 
CONGRESS 2019

The 106th Indian Science Congress (ISC) was held from 3‐7

January 2019 at Lovely Professional University Punjab with the

accept anything coming from the West and opposes anything
coming from the rich heritage of ancient India. They also ask the
criticizers to show evidence that these claims didn’t exist or don’t
work.

Evidence and proof is the very basis of science and
t h l i l d l t S h h i ti tJanuary, 2019 at Lovely Professional University, Punjab with the

theme ‘Future India – Science and Technology’ ‘in order to
provide platform to researchers, academicians and industry
champions to share their findings with the scholars zealous to
excavate scientific findings and also to instigate budding science
and technology enthusiasts to do meaningful extradition for
ever‐growing industry need and sustainable socio‐economic
system’ [1]. But what marred the Congress was outlandish,
pseudo‐scientific and invalidated claims by independent

technological development. So, when any researcher or scientist
is proposing any theory, the onus of evidence and proof is on
him/her. Taking the example of this year’s ISC, none of the
presenters came up with any evidence or scientific study to back
up their claims. The claims were not made in front of scientists so
as to avoid going through scrutiny and mature cross questioning.
As for ancient Indian philosophers, scientist and mathematicians,
the contribution is immense. Einstein once famously said, ‘We
owe a lot to the Indians who taught us how to count’ Anyp y p

researcher Dr. KJ Krishnan, Andhra University VC Prof. G
Nageshwara Rao, and Panjab University geologist Ashu Khosla at
the event that was attended by 30,000 scientists including three
Nobel Laureates. The ISC is annually organized by the
Department of Science and Technology under the Government of
India.

The major claims that were made by the three researchers
at the Children’s Science Congress, which is a part of the ISC,

owe a lot to the Indians, who taught us how to count . Any
scientific discovery or invention is part of an evolution of
scientific knowledge. For example, development of an aircraft
would require strong theoretical foundations in thermodynamics,
fluid dynamics, metallurgy and a host of other subjects. Do we
have enough evidence of these developments in ancient times?
Yes, metallurgy did develop in India, including the extraction of
zinc, development of steel etc., which were fantastic scientific
development considering the times; but is that sufficient to buildg , p ,

attended primarily by school students and teachers were as
follows [2]:
• The Kauravas from Mahabharata were test tube babies, born
with the help of stem cell.
• The use of ‘astras’ and ‘shastras’ by Rama and that of
‘sudarshan chakra’ by Krishna proves the presence of guided
missile technology 1000s of years ago in India.
• Ravana had airports and 24 types of aircrafts in Lanka

development considering the times; but is that sufficient to build
aircrafts? Those would, at length, be used to manufacture
cookware, primitive weapons, etc. Finally, passing mythology as
history has been a common feature of these presenters. No
doubt mythological stories are rich in literature, imagination;
they could even be a reflection of society of the times. But to
pass them off as scientifically constructed or validated theories is
not only infantile but also an insult to the real scientific
achievement made during ancient and medieval India.• Ravana had airports and 24 types of aircrafts in Lanka.

• The contributions of Newton and Einstein in the field of
theoretical physics were completely wrong.
• Gravitational waves and gravitational lensing effect would be
renamed as ‘Narendra Modi Waves’ and ‘Harshavardhan Effect’
respectively.
• Lord Brahma discovered the dinosaurs and mentioned about it
in the Vedas 25,000‐30,000 years ago

The questions to ask in this context are – why is this
happening; is there a pattern to it; is it happening by chance or
deliberate? It may be noted that there is a common thread to the
claims. They promote that ancient Hindu texts contain the
answer to everything, mythology is history, technologically the
ancient Hindu society was quite advanced by today’s standards
(Subtext: That technology was lost – most likely because of
Muslim invasion and destruction of that knowledge.). These and

• Electricity and magnetism was the same phenomena.
• Vishnu’s ten incarnations is basically the theory of evolution.

This is not the first time that such claims have been made.
Since the 2015 edition of the event, these kinds of bizarre claims
have regularly been uttered by scientists or politicians at the ISC.
From papers being presented on how Vedas contain references
of aircrafts which was capable of interplanetary travel among
other things, to the Prime Minister claiming that Lord Ganesha

other similar messages are spread fiercely through WhatsApp,
Facebook, etc. along with serious forums like the ISC – it’s an all‐
out attack. The belief of the common man on these lines is
necessary to promote the sense of Hindutva nationalism, which
is necessary for the creation of a Hindu Rashtra. Without the
approval of the higher echelons of the country’s power structure,
it is impossible to get an invitation to speak and then deliver such
pseudo‐scientific presentations at the ISC. This is not only
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g , g
was the 1st example of plastic surgery, to Union Minister for
Science and Technology claiming that Stephen Hawking had said
that the Vedas contain a superior theory than Einstein’s E=mc² –
we have seen it all [2].

Detractors claim that it is the ‘colonial mindset’ of the
‘science establishment’ in India that forces the criticizers to

dangerous as far as developing the scientific temper of the
country is concerned but also alarming as it normalizes the
Hindutva assault on the cultural framework of this country.
Hence it is extremely important for all scientific minded people to
resist such attacks and expose the pseudo‐science propagated by
these forces in such forums.



ROLE OF MUSLIMS IN STRUGGLES 
AGAINST THE BRITISH (1763-1800)

Throughout the Indian historiography, we observe a trend of

considering Muslims as foreign invaders and betrayers of national
struggle. The reasons are mainly twofold. Firstly, the credit goes to

(Dinajpur, Bogura, Jalpaiguri, Rangpur) and Bihar (Sarengi, Purnia),
the rebel army groups attacked numerous British Kuthis and local
zamindars, looted their wealth, which was actually produced by
the peasants and artisans, and bravely fought with armed British
forces. Religion was not at all an issue in this prolonged revolt
where peasants and artisans, irrespective of their religions and
sects, jointly fought against the tremendous exploitation of feudal

the colonial influence in interpreting Indian history, due to which
even historians like Dr. Jadunath Sarkar and Dr. R. C. Mazumdar
considered Muslims as separate cultural entity, and indirectly
served the cause of British imperialism to divide people in the
name of religion. Secondly, the post‐1947 ruling class of India knew
very well that an honest retrospect of Muslims’ contribution in
national freedom struggle would definitely bring forth several anti‐
British violent struggles, which in turn would expose their real
class characters That is why even the Congress discusses only that

zamindars and imperialist British.
The role of Majnu Shah in this series of conflicts was

particularly significant. He was an efficient organizer and a
commander‐in‐chief with remarkable military ability. Under his
leadership, the rebel peasants defeated the joint force of Captain
Mackenzi and Commander Lt. Keith in a battle at Morang, near the
Nepal border on December 1769. Commander Keith died in this
battle [3]. In February 1771, Majnu Shah eluded the army of Lt.
T l d h d hi f i M h h h f hclass‐characters. That is why even the Congress discusses only that

much of Muslims’ contribution in Indian freedom struggle which
satisfy their own agenda of showcasing themselves as the guardian
of the secular fabric of our country. Such perception grossly
undermines the role of Muslims in anti‐British peasant revolts and
mass struggles that predate the birth of Congress even by more
than a century.

After winning the Battle of Buxar in 1764, the British East
India Company (BEIC) gained the revenue collection rights (diwani)

Taylor and entrenched his fortress in Mahasthangarh, from where
he later slipped to Bihar to organize peasants and artisans there [1,
2]. In another heroic fight on 14th November 1776, he along with
peasant army snatched victory. In this battle hundreds of
Englishmen died and Commander Lt. Robertson was badly injured
[4]. It was true that sometimes lack of unity emerged among
different groups of sannyasi and fakir peasants. However, Majnu
Shah tried his best to create a united struggle against the British
and always re‐organized the groups when they faced severeIndia Company (BEIC) gained the revenue collection rights (diwani)

of Bengal, Bihar and Odissa, and started devastating loot in these
areas. Taking advantage of the decaying Mughal rule, the company
eventually dismantled the old village economy and initiated a more
oppressive currency‐based tax collection system. In between the
BEIC and the peasants, i.e., the topmost and the bottommost
layers of this pyramid of hierarchical exploitation, there were
several layers of exploiters such as nazims, zamindars, talukdars,
and most importantly the blood‐sucking money‐lenders. In fact,

and always re organized the groups when they faced severe
setbacks. Majnu Shah – the most heroic figure of this revolt died in
1786, due to severe injury in a battle with Lt. Brenan’s army in
Mungra village of Bagura district [5]. After his death, his brother
and disciple Musa Shah led the struggle, but the overall impact of
the revolt got reduced. Bhabani Pathak and Debi Choudhurani’s
heroic struggle in 1787 was also aided by Majnu Shah’s other
disciples Feragul Shah and Cherag Ali. Another group led by
Ramjani Shah and Zahuri Shah went to Assam, where they were

the indiscriminate loot and plunder of the BEIC started when they
treacherously won the Battle of Plassey in 1757. Under this
situation the lives of the poor peasants and artisans were
devastated, and as a result of this, series of violent peasant
uprisings broke out in the period 1763‐1800. These uprisings were
popularly and collectively known as Sannyasi‐Fakir revolt, due to
the participation of different such sects. However, in reality, three
different forces gathered together in these uprisings such as – 1)
th t d th ti f B l d Bih 2) th tt d

defeated in an armed conflict with British army. During the last
phase of the revolt (1793‐1800), Sovan Ali and his associates
attempted multiple uprisings in North Bengal, but finally they
could not achieve any further success in front of the ruthless crack‐
down of the British army [1][2].

Warren Hastings (Governer General of India from 1773‐1785)
referred this revolt as mere incidents of banditry perpetrated by
some ‘vagabonds of Hindustan’. Following the master’s path, the

the peasants and the artisans of Bengal and Bihar, 2) the scattered
and unemployed army of decaying Mughal Emperor, and 3)
sannyasis and fakirs, who were permanently settled in Bengal and
Bihar as peasants and were furious against the intervention of
British rulers (such as imposing tax) on their religious matters [1].
Most of the brave leaders and organizers of this revolt, some of
whom even sacrificed their own lives in confrontation with British
forces, were Muslims by religion. For example – Majnu Shah, Musa
Shah, Feragul Shah, Cherag Ali, Nurul Mohammed, Ramjani Shah,

Indian ruling class also tries to deny this revolt as peasants’ armed
uprisings, and thus also denies the significant role of Muslims in
India’s real freedom struggle. Bankim Chandra’s novels
‘Anandamath’ (1882) and ‘Debi Chaudhurany’ (1884), created in
the backdrop of this revolt, added further Hindu religious and
nationalistic sentiments to cover up the real class‐struggle
between two antagonistic classes. Today, after 130 years, we are
facing the consequences of such skewed view of our own history.
To divide the working class in religious lines the present BJP led
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Shah, Feragul Shah, Cherag Ali, Nurul Mohammed, Ramjani Shah,
Jahuri Shah, Sovan Ali, Amudi Shah, Neagu Shah, Budhu Shah,
Iman Shah etc. Along with them, several non‐Muslim leaders such
as Bhabani Pathak, Debi Choudhurani, Ramananda Gosai, Hajari
Singh, Fatik Barua etc. also contributed notably in this revolt [1, 2].
Throughout this four decades, in various places of Bengal

To divide the working class in religious lines, the present BJP‐led
regime has undertaken a grand project of re‐writing the history of
India by various means, starting from sectarian interpretation to
gross falsification of historical events. Thus, any such attempt must
be confronted by upholding the less discussed aspects of the
history.



STAND WITH STRUGGLING STUDENTS OF IIIT KALYANI!

The students of Indian Institute of Information Technology (IIIT)‐Kalyani, West Bengal are on strike since last two weeks of

January, 2019. The students are demanding for a permanent campus of the institute. Currently, IIIT‐Kalyani is running at a
temporary location Initially a private Engineering College (JIS college of Engineering) was used for conducting academic activitiestemporary location. Initially, a private Engineering College (JIS college of Engineering) was used for conducting academic activities
of the institute. Presently, Webel (Saltlake, Kolkata) campus is being used for the same. Although there are four years’ batches, the
students are allotted only three classrooms. As a result, classes for each year’s batch cannot be held simultaneously. IIIT‐Kalyani is
a newly set‐up institute by Government of India (MHRD), Government of West Bengal and industry partners on a “Not‐for‐profit”
Public Private Partnership (N‐PPP) basis having the stake‐holding in the ratio of 50:35:15 respectively. IIIT Kalyani has been
attributed the status of Institute of National Importance (INI) by the Government of India in March 2017. Additionally, the
Government of West Bengal has allotted in papers 50 acres of land for setting up the permanent campus. However the
construction of the new campus has not been started yet. The grievances and protest demonstrations of the students depicts the
present real scenario of the institute.present real scenario of the institute.

Students of Kalyani based Indian Institute of Information Technology (IIIT), pursuing BTech in Computer Science and
Engineering have begun fast unto death protesting against the apathetic attitude of the Institute administration since it failed to
come up with a assurance to shift them to a well equipped campus from the temporary one. It is important to mention that the
students of IIIT‐Kalyani are demanding to shift them to their mentor institute’s (IIT Kharagpur) campus temporarily until IIIT‐Kalyani
sets‐up its own campus in fully functional order. The major demands of the protesting students are shortlisted as follows:
• Sufficient infrastructure to support the student strength in terms of classes and events
• Availability of buildings and equipments for co‐curricular activities
• Better timing of transportation from hostel to campus and vice‐versa
• Medical facility at all times
• Proper security for the hostel residents
• Resolution to issues caused due to menace of the locals

The students are in protest and demonstration since several years for permanent campus and proper academic facilities,
faculties and hostel and accommodation facilities. The agitation reached its peak in last two weeks of January, 2019. The students
were in strike and academic halt. The fasting students include 29 boys and 6 girls, whereas around 350 more students meanwhile

i d d d h l k h W b l IT k i h l b i h ld il F f hcontinued to demonstrate round the clock at the Webel IT park premise, where classes are being held temporarily. Few of the
protesting students were also taken to JNM Hospital Kalyani for their deteriorating health condition. The officials and Director from
IIIT‐Kalyani and mentor institute IIT Kharagpur met with the students but failed to meet their demands satisfactorily. The Major
stakeholder of IIT‐Kalyani, ie, MHRD, remained silent about the ongoing burning event demonstrated by the protesting students of
IIIT‐Kalyani. In this regard, COSTISA condemns MHRD’s dangerous, deceiving and populist trend of making institutes without
proper infrastructure, which undermines scholar student’s future prosperity and scientific progress of the youth and stands in
solidarity with the protesting students of IIIT‐Kalyani for their genuine and legitimate demand.

Coordination of Science and Technology Institutes’ Student Association (COSTISA)
Contacts: www.facebook.com/supportcostisa | costisa.india@gmail.com
[COSTISA is a coordination between progressive and democratic student organizations of IIT Madras, IIT Bombay, IIT BHU, IIT
Kharagpur, IIT Kanpur, IIT Gandhinagar, IMS BHU and other Science & Technology institutes.]
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COSTISA DEMANDS QUASHING OF FABRICATED FIR AGAINST PROF. ANAND 
TELTUMBDE!

Under the pretext of the Bhima‐Koregaon incident, eminent academician and human rights activist Prof. Anand

Teltumbde is facing an imminent threat of arrest as an ‘Urban Maoist’ in the vilest post‐independence plot by the state AnTeltumbde is facing an imminent threat of arrest as an Urban Maoist in the vilest post independence plot by the state. An
appeal to quash the FIR with all preposterous charges against him by the Pune Police was rejected on 14 January by the
Supreme Court. [For a detailed account on the charges against him: http://bit.ly/chargesonanand]. He has been given four
weeks to seek pre‐arrest bail from the competent court. Until now Prof. Teltumbde felt confident that whatever charges the
Police levied could be proved as criminal fabrication once they landed before the court. However, now the case has reached
a crucial point where all his beliefs on the judiciary stand shattered.

Prof. Teltumbde has been known as a renowned management professional and a scholar. He graduated as a Mechanical
Engineer from VNIT Nagpur and pursued a degree in Management from IIM Ahmedabad. He did his doctorate in Cybernetics
and has held responsible positions in the corporate sector such as Executive Director of Bharat Petroleum Corporation Ltd.
and Managing Director & CEO of Petronet India Ltd. Even while being in the corporate sector, he published over 20 research
papers in prestigious journals. Later, he was invited to serve as a Professor in IIT Kharagpur, where he taught business
management courses for more than five years before joining GIM. Currently, he heads the Big Data Analytics programme of
GIM and has launched a post‐graduation course this year, the first of its kind in the country.

With all his engagements in his professional life, he always has stood beside the struggles of the marginalized. He has
been vocal about the education sector which adversely affected by the neoliberal policies adopted by successive
governments By closing down primary schools severely cutting funds in higher education institutes encouraging privategovernments. By closing down primary schools, severely cutting funds in higher education institutes, encouraging private
investments on education, funding private institutes by tax‐payers' money, forcing institutes to generate their own funds
through fee hikes or corporate funded research etc., the ruling dispensation has continually tried to push forth their
monstrous neoliberal agenda of liberalisation and privatisation. These incidents are not be treated as stray incidents, rather
they aim towards dissociating the marginalized masses from the fruits of education. These issues of national concern have
been constantly brought to the fore by activists and students under the banner of AIFRTE. Prof. Anand Teltumbde has been
a guiding force behind this nationwide movement to save the education sector in India.

Prof. Teltumbde is one of the most important public intellectuals. His books on Ambedkar’s Mahad Satyagraha, the
Khairlanji massacre, and, most recently, Republic of Caste are vital and indispensable reading. His analysis of contemporary
socio‐economic and political issues in regular column like "Margin Speak" of EPW and other magazines and journals have
always shown direction to the grass‐root progressive‐democratic activists nationwide.

Neither in his professional work nor in his voluminous writings or selfless activism there is an iota of unlawful. Rather,
his entire academic career and corporate career of nearly four decades has been without a single blemish and exemplar of
integrity of highest degree. To arrest him is to try and silence a powerful and unique Dalit voice with an unimpeachable
intellectual track record.

As a social responsibility of the patriotic, progressive and democratic students, intellectuals, activists and individuals
should unite and stand beside Prof. Teltumbde demanding quashing of all police actions against him. This is not only to lend
him and his family strength to endure this torture but also to give a message to the fascist rulers that there are people in
India who say NO to them. With a view to this, COSTISA appeals all to take up the endeavour to organise solidarity
gatherings in academic campuses, create signature campaigns, issue statements, write articles, and whatever method
deems fit so as to create a visible public outrage against this vilest plot and to support Dr. Anand Teltumbde.

Coordination of Science and Technology Institutes’ Student Associations (COSTISA)Coordination of Science and Technology Institutes’ Student Associations (COSTISA)
(www.facebook.com/supportcostisa)
Ambedkar Periyar Study Circle, IIT Madras
Ambedkar Periyar Phule Study Circle, IIT Bombay
Students For Change, IIT BHU
Students For Change, IMS BHU
Ambedkar Bhagat Singh Study Circle, IIT Kharagpur
Forum for Critical Thinking, IIT Kanpur
Friends of COSTISA (IIT Gandhinagar)
Friends of COSTISA (IIEST Shibpur)
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SparkSpark
We will be obliged if you can send us your opinion, comments, criticism and articles to 
our email address as mentioned below:
inindiaspark@gmail.comp g


