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INTERIM UNION BUDGET 2019: FEW across many parliamentary parties. This should be seen in theINTERIM UNION BUDGET 2019: FEW 
OBSERVATIONS
The acting Finance Minister Piyush Goyal on Feb 1, 2019,

presented the Interim Union Budget 2019‐20. Interim budgets are
generally used by governments to show a trailer to voters of what
the party in power could do if it is re‐elected to power.
Expectedly, the pronouncements were in line with the neo‐liberal
h l h f d l h f h l h l d

across many parliamentary parties. This should be seen in the
context of the structural failure of the economy to create
employment and thereby sufficient income for all. The leaked
report of National Sample Survey Office's (NSSO's) Periodic Labor
Force Survey (PLFS) states that unemployment is at an all‐time
high in the last 45 years [6]. Parliamentary parties have realized
that to keep the system running it is important to provide the
poor some support without which the lid may blow off. Hence
they are resorting to providing a safety valve in the form of

philosophy of development that further marginalizes the already
marginalized to benefit corporations. Though unjust, this is only
natural in the current structure because the corporations who
fund the election campaigns of the parliamentary parties do so to
ensure that when in power, systems and structures are created to
further their profit motive, even if that happens at the cost of the
most marginalized. The scope of this article shall be limited to
explore only some of the pronouncements in the budget to
understand the budget better

income guarantee.
Another big ticket announcement in the Interim Budget has

been Pradhan Mantri Shram‐Yogi Maandhan ‐ a voluntary pension
scheme for unorganized workers. The scheme assures a monthly
pension of Rs 3,000 after workers attain the age of 60. A monthly
contribution of Rs 100 for those who join the scheme at the age
of 29 and Rs 55 for those joining at 18 will be matched by the
government and the total sum added to their pension account.
hi b i i f h l i j l h dunderstand the budget better.

India has had a long history of allocating less on healthcare –
this time was no different. At 0.31% of GDP, it is lower than what
it was a decade before in 2009‐2010 [1]. The total public (Centre
and state governments) health expenditure has remained
constant at 1.3% between 2008 and 2015 [2], and increased
marginally to 1.4% in 2016‐17 [3] which is not only less than the
world average of 6% but also lower than many sub‐Saharan
African countries. Keeping in mind that the National Health Policy,

This seems to be a variation of the Atal Pension Yojana launched
by NDA in 2015 which has failed miserably till now [7]. No clarity
has been provided on what is the minimum period of contribution
to receive the pension; nor has anything been mentioned
regarding what happens if there is break in contribution to the
pension fund – a situation which is extremely likely for workers in
the unorganized sector considering unavailability of regular
employment. It must also be borne in mind that though pension
for the middle classes starting at the age of 60 makes sense forAfrican countries. Keeping in mind that the National Health Policy,

2017 proposes to increase this to 2.5% of GDP by 2025 [4], the
allocation for healthcare in this interim budget is a slap on the
face of the sick millions in this country. Even for the measly
allocation, there has been an exorbitant 167% increase in the
insurance based Ayushman Bharat scheme which incentivizes
private investment in secondary and tertiary care wherein the
patient requires hospitalization [1]. There are sufficient studies to
suggest [5] that insurance based models are not appropriate in

for the middle classes starting at the age of 60 makes sense, for
unorganized sector poor workers, most of whom work in
extremely hazardous conditions, it is meaningless. After working
lifelong in construction sites, quarries, factories, etc. doing manual
labor, the life expectancy goes down significantly below the
national average of 68.8 years as studies have shown [8]. This
would result in the pension fund accumulating huge sums of
money like that of Employees Provident Fund Organization [9]
which would provide easy capital to corporates in the equity

the Indian context and they result in increasing out‐of‐pocket
expenditures considerably thereby pushing more families below
the poverty line; rather strengthening the public healthcare
system is necessary. But in this budget, the government has
reduced capital expenditure in healthcare by 43% compared to
the actual spending in 2017‐2018. The continued efforts by
governments to privatize healthcare at the cost of the
marginalized was captured very aptly in the tweet of Dr. Indu
Bh h th hi f f A h Bh t ‘W ff i

p y p p q y
markets. This hard earned money would eventually be unclaimed
by the workers but would be a win‐win situation for corporations
through the back door.

An area worth mentioning in this budget is the allocation for
defense. At INR 282,733 crore, it is 4.8 times the health allocation.
This level of obscenity continues to be carried out without strong
condemnation from all because successive governments have
been able to convince a large section of this country’s population

Bhushan, the chief of Ayushman Bharat – ‘We are offering you
business of 50 crore people!’ (aimed at private hospitals).
Healthcare is moving away as a responsibility of the state to a
business venture for the private sector at the cost of the poorest.

One of the most talked about pronouncements in this
budget was that of Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi. Under
this program, each farming household owning less than 2
hectares of land shall receive INR 6000 in a year as income – this
translates to INR 3 29 per person per day for a 5 member

of the bogey of internal and external threats. Under the current
government it has reached an all‐time high with many among the
general public inviting full‐fledged war with Pakistan in view of
recent developments. No wonder that the arms lobby, often
operating through their respective country President or Prime
Minister, is happy, as the Indian government’s fat defense purse
and the atmosphere created in India for the need to buy more
arms and equipment are conducive for their profits.

U i b d i i i li h l d f h
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translates to INR 3.29 per person per day for a 5‐member
household, which is a pittance if compared to the distress that the
agrarian society is going through. No mention has been made of
the approximately 10 crore landless farmers that exists in this
country. Instead of building agricultural infrastructure and freeing
it from the shackles of neo‐liberal onslaught, there seems to be an
emerging consensus on providing a minimum income guarantee

Union budgets institutionalize the plunder of the poorest to
make the richest richer. Care is taken to ensure the consumption
cycle is maintained – or else how would the richest get richer?
This year too, the same could be witnessed overall. Apart from
wooing the middle class voter with benefits, the vast majority of
this country’s population was further pushed to the margins.



TINKERING WITH STATISTICS: THE 
RESIGNATION OF TWO NSC 

National Sample Survey Office’s (NSSO) Periodic Labour Force
Survey (PLFS) report for July 2017‐June 2018 (i.e. post
demonetization and GST implementation) The NSSO data is

MEMBERS

On January 28, two independent members of the

National Statistical Commission (NSC), P C Mohanan and J V
Meenakshi, resigned over the disagreements with the Narendra
Modi government on various issues. P C Mohanan is a former
member of the Indian Statistical Service and J V Meenakshi is a
professor at the Delhi School of Economics Mr Mohanan was

demonetization and GST implementation). The NSSO data is
collected through nation‐wide household surveys on various
socio‐economic subjects. As per reports, even though the NSSO
data was approved by the NSC in December 2018, it has not
been made public by the government so far. However, the
publication of leaked data from the withheld NSSO report by
the media brought to the light the gravity of the employment
crisis in India. The leaked report shows that the unemployment
rate in the country as per the usual status (the activity status ofprofessor at the Delhi School of Economics. Mr Mohanan was

also the acting chairperson of NSC. The two members quit NSC
citing the reason of sidelining them in key decisions such as the
release of the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) back series data,
launch of the new economic census and delay in publishing the
employment/unemployment report for 2016‐17. The NSC,
under the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation
(MoSPI), is the apex advisory body on statistical matters, and
was set up by the government of India on 1 June 2005 on the

rate in the country as per the usual status (the activity status of
persons on the basis of the reference period of a year) was at
6.1% in 2017‐18, while, as per the current weekly status (CWS),
the unemployment rate stood at an alarming 8.9% [3]. The
corresponding figures were 7.8% and 9.6% in urban areas, and
5.3% and 8.5% in rural areas, respectively. Moreover, the
unemployment rate among the youth (between the ages of 15‐
29 years) was considerably high. But, the labour force
participation rate (LFPR) was low at 36 9% indicating that morewas set up by the government of India on 1 June, 2005 on the

recommendation of the Rangarajan commission. The NSC is to
have seven members, but three posts were already vacant.
With the resignation of the two independent members, the NSC
now has only two government members – Chief Statistician
Pravin Srivastava and NITI Aayog CEO Amitabh Kant. The
incident has brought to the fore the question of autonomy of
public institutions in India.

The first major issue is the calculation of the GDP back

participation rate (LFPR) was low at 36.9%, indicating that more
people were withdrawing from the workforce, especially
women [3]. The government also tried to manipulate the data
based on payroll data sourced from the Employees Provident
Fund Organisation (EPFO), Pension Fund Regulatory and
Development Authority (PFRDA) and the Employees State
Insurance Corporation (ESIC) to project an increase in the
number of jobs in the past four years [4]. A representative of
the Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy (CMIE) said thatThe first major issue is the calculation of the GDP back

series data. “The proper way would have been for the Ministry
to have put this back series in front of the Commission... They
were not consulted at all… it was NITI Aayog that spearheaded
the release and not the Commission”, one member said [1]. The
GDP back series, released in November last year, adjusted the
GDP figures for the period using new methodology with the
base year as FY‐2012. As per the new data released by the
Central Statistics Office (CSO) the Indian economy grew at an

the Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy (CMIE) said that
“This is the highest unemployment rate we’ve seen in 15
months… The climb to 7.4% also indicates that the small fall in
the unemployment rate seen in November was possibly an
aberration in a trend that indicates a steady increase in the
unemployment rate”. He further added that “In December
2018, an estimated 397 million were employed. This is nearly 11
million less than the employment estimate for December 2017”
[4].Central Statistics Office (CSO), the Indian economy grew at an

average of 6.67% in the nine years ending 31 March, 2014 when
the UPA was in power, which is slower than the 7.35% growth
rate achieved in the four years ending 31 March, 2018, with
Narendra Modi as the prime minister [2]. It also shows that the
highest growth rate the Indian economy has achieved so far is
8.5% in 2010‐11, against the 10.3% estimated earlier [2].
Moreover, the new series highlighted that the contribution of
the services sector was over estimated earlier and now it has

[4].
The Narendra Modi government is trying to undermine the

gravity of the concerns of the resigned members by claiming
that the data is only in draft form. The government is trying to
withhold the report in view of the forthcoming Lok Sabha
election. The publication of data, though, would suggest that
the unemployment record has been the worst in the last 45
years [3]. However, we should not forget the electoral promise
of the NDA in 2014 about the creation of 10 million jobs; and
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the services sector was over‐estimated earlier and now it has
been revised down.

Another major reason of the conflict between the NSC
members and the government is the delay in releasing the

of the NDA in 2014 about the creation of 10 million jobs; and
now the leaked report shows the situation of burgeoning job
crisis.



ATTACK ON FOREST RIGHTS ACT 2006

Recently, the Supreme Court of India issued one order

which has the potential to evict more than 10 lakh forest dwellers
from forest‐lands across 16 states. The order came as a result of
one petition challenging the constitutional validity of Forest Rights
A t 2006 (FRA) E ft j i t l tt i d b iti

rejections were illegal. In a letter written dated 12th July 2012,
regarding the implementation of the FRA, the Ministry of Tribal
Affairs, Government of India (MoTA, GoI) admitted the existence
of several issues that are “impeding the implementation of the
Act” [5]. The letter categorically mentioned about the areas, that
are “proposed for development projects”, are witnessing forced
relocation or displacement of tribal people “in violation of theAct 2006 (FRA). Even after a joint letter issued by opposition

parties and people’s organizations regarding Modi‐government’s
utter negligence in protecting the FRA against this petition, the
BJP‐led central government chose not to argue in the court
against the misleading claims of the petitioners for the fourth
time in a row. There is no doubt that it is a government‐ploy of
sacrificing FRA in order to satisfy the interests of the big
corporates.

After a long struggle FRA came into existence and since its

relocation or displacement of tribal people in violation of the
provisions of the Act.” Illegal rejections of the claims are also
reported in some states due to conscious efforts of the forest
bureaucracy. The letter was annexed with some guidelines of the
implementation of this Act, in which it clearly expressed that “no
eviction should take place till the process of recognition and
vesting of forest rights under the Act is complete”.

A major problem of FRA lies in the illogical definition of
Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (OTFDs) mentioned in it. TheAfter a long struggle FRA came into existence and since its

birth in 2006 it had become a strong weapon for the forest
dwellers in fighting against illegal forest land acquisitions. In spite
of its various weaknesses, it had created a ‘bone in the throat’
situation for the forest bureaucracy and the state, which are in
favor of allowing unrestricted plunder of natural resources by the
corporate giants. According to the Land Conflict Watch project,
the total number of conflict between the State and the forest
dwellers due to non‐settlement or violations of FRA is 127, in

OTFD status can be granted to “any member or community who
has for at least 75 years prior to 13th December 2005 primarily
resided in and who depend on the forest or forest land for bona
fide livelihood needs” [6]. Such definition is problematic because
numerous forests in our country have been notified in the 1950s.
Moreover, the duration of 75 years date back to a period when
most of these areas were under princely states or zamindars, with
no survey and no government records. The corrupt forest
b k f ll i f h i i Th l k f

,
which approximately 14,22,067 people are affected [1]. Thus,
some petitioners, who are mostly, retired forest officials, ex‐
zamindars, or a handful of wildlife organizations (such as Wildlife
First) challenged the constitutional validity of FRA by creating a
false and misleading propaganda against it. Their actual aim is to
dismantle the public process of deciding forest rights, granted by
the FRA. Earlier, in 2014, several of India’s top conservation
scientists and forest rights groups had jointly asked the

bureaucracy takes full opportunity of the situation. The lack of
awareness among the educationally backward OTFDs further
paves the way of illegal rejection of their claims of forest rights.
However, on the other hand, government documents on FRA
clearly mention that FRA does not require that the claimants and
their ancestors have to prove they lived in a particular village for
75 years at a stretch. Rather, their inhabitation or dependency on
forest or forest land in a general sense will be sufficient to ensure
their forest rights [7] Moreover while establishing their eligibilitypetitioners in an open letter to withdraw their anti‐FRA petition

stating that their “petition is likely to facilitate the accelerated
loot of this country’s natural resources” [2]. After the recent order
they again condemned the apex court’s move. In a recent
statement they said – “We do not regard this order as pro‐
conservation. On the contrary, it is a real setback for conservation
in India. … The rights of local communities are an integral part of
any sustainable and just model of conservation, as is now
recognised in international law the FRA has been a key weapon

their forest rights [7]. Moreover, while establishing their eligibility,
OTFDs can even rely upon oral testimonies. Even the phrase “any
member or community” mentioned in the definition of OTFDs
rules out the need for every individual to prove their eligibility as
an OTFD. However, the reality is different. According to the data
collected from Chhattisgarh, Maharashtra and Orissa up to
February 2018, the percentage of granted ST claims are 58%, 38%
and 70%, respectively. However, in case of OTFD claims the
figures are 10%, 16% and 2%, respectively [8]. Even governmentrecognised in international law. …the FRA has been a key weapon

in the hands of communities across India, from Niyamgiri to North
Bengal to Uttarakhand to Maharashtra, who seek to protect
forests and defend themselves against corporate and government
resource grabbing” [3].

The petitioners declared that every single claimant whose
claim has been rejected is a “bogus claimant”. In reality, the
number of such “bogus claimants” is nearly 20 lakh and right now
they are living their lives with a fear of eviction As on 1st April
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documents admit the existence of unlawful rejections of the
claims “on the ground of lack of evidence of occupation of land
for three generation”, where occupation of land is not at all
required to be eligible as an OTFD [7].

Therefore, the continuous and intentional silence of the
government’s lawyers in court and the latest SC verdict should be
seen as a new measure to crush the resistance of the forest
dwellers. Mass protests by various forest rights groups across thethey are living their lives with a fear of eviction. As on 1st April

2018, across seven states (Chhattisgarh, Orissa, MP, Maharashtra,
Karnataka, Gujarat and Bengal) of our country total 19.34 lakh
claims are rejected among 42 lakh claims, which is nearly 46%. In
case of Maharashtra, Karnataka, and Bengal, the rejection
percentages are 64%, 64% and 68%, respectively [4]. However,
the government’s own findings are sufficient to show that many

country under the banner of “BJP Sarkar Jawab Do!” forced the
apex court to hold the eviction order for the time being. However,
every concerned citizen of this country must be prepared to stand
in solidarity with the forest dwellers in their larger struggle to
save our country’s jal‐jangal‐jameen from corporate plunder.
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ADITYANATH’S ENCOUNTER RAJ

In November 2017 UP chief minister Adityanath has

reiterated by the Supreme Court in September 2014, “No out of
turn promotions or instant gallantry rewards shall be bestowed
on concerned officers soon after the occurrence It must beIn November 2017, UP chief minister Adityanath has

announced that the BJP government had established the rule of
law in Uttar Pradesh and that very year, the state has witnessed
about 1,100 encounters in 2017 in which 49 people were killed
and 370 injured (data acquired from PIL filed by PUCL).While
speaking to the state legislative council on February 15, 2018,
Adityanath said: “In 1,200 encounters, more than 40 criminals
have been killed and this trend will not stop.” By this estimate,

h h h

on concerned officers soon after the occurrence. It must be
ensured at all costs that such rewards are given/recommended
only when the gallantry of the concerned officer is established
beyond doubt.”

According to an RTI query, 1,782 cases of fake encounters
were registered in India between 2000 and 2017. According to
NHRC data, based on the complaints and intimations it received,
Uttar Pradesh accounted for an alarming 44.55% (794 cases) of
encounter cases registered across all states The NHRC does notin the ten months since the BJP government came to power in

the state, the police conducted roughly four encounters per
day. In an interview to India TV in June 2017, Adityanath said,
“Agar apradh karenge toh thok diye jayenge (If they commit
crimes, they will be killed).” This remark was a mockery of the
guidance by Supreme Court in a landmark 2012 case where it
stated: “It is not the duty of the police officers to kill the
accused merely because he is a dreaded criminal. Undoubtedly,
h li h h d d h f i l

encounter cases registered across all states. The NHRC does not
specify the number of allegations proven to be true but
recommended Rs 9.47 crore rupees as compensation in 160
cases from UP. These cases are almost half of the total 314
cases nationwide in which it recommended compensation. The
figure of encounters as on 4th August 2018 claims that there
have been 2351 encounters where 63 persons around 23
districts are killed and 584 persons are having injury. Out of the
first 30 killed 12 were Muslims and most of the rest are Dalitsthe police have to arrest the accused and put them up for trial.

This Court has repeatedly admonished trigger happy police
personnel, who liquidate criminals and project the incident as
an encounter. Such killings must be deprecated. They are not
recognised as legal by our criminal justice administration
system. They amount to State sponsored terrorism.” On January
2019, the Supreme Court has responded to PIL filed by People’s
Union for Civil Liberties (PUCL) commenting “Having considered
h l di b h d d h i h d f

first 30 killed, 12 were Muslims and most of the rest are Dalits.
Only a few upper caste record has been available. In the FIRs of
the killings, the number of cases listed against the alleged
criminals vary from 7 to 38 and almost none of the FIRs have
any description to show any criminal history or any of their
alleged crimes to be heinous. Indian Express presents an
analysis of 20 cases out of 41 where the incidents in the FIRs
seem to be a copy of one another. Out of the 14 cases of police
encounter killings that The Wire looked into in four districts ofthe pleadings brought on record and having heard ...we are of

the view that the matter would require an examination by the
court on the earliest possible date.” National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC) had observed that it seemed that "the
police personnel in Uttar Pradesh are feeling free, misusing
their power in the light of an undeclared endorsement given by
the higher ups...". The PUCL, in its plea, has referred to news
reports quoting the chief minister, his deputy Keshav Prasad
M d ADG L d O d A d K j tif i th

encounter killings that The Wire looked into in four districts of
western UP, 11 had the same pattern. The victims were in the
age group of 17 to 40. They were all under trials in a number of
cases. Just before each encounter, the police received a tip off
about their location. They are either on a bike or a car. As soon
as the police tries to stop them on the road, they start firing. In
retaliatory fire, the accused receive bullet injuries and are
declared dead on arrival at the hospital. The formulation of the
FIRs no doubt presents massive administrative liquidationsMaurya and ADG Law and Order Anand Kumar, justifying the

encounter killings of criminals in the state. The plea stated the
chief minister on November 19, 2017 commented that
"criminals will be jailed or killed in encounters." On September
16, 2017, Anand Kumar, ADG (Law and Order) said that the
encounters were as per the “desires of the government,
expectations of public and according to the constitutional and
legal power accorded to the police.” NDTV reported that the

t h “ l ll d th t di t i t li hi f ld

FIRs no doubt presents massive administrative liquidations
taking place in the state of Uttar Pradesh in blatant violation of
the rule of law, legal and constitutional protection available to
the citizens, in particular, regarding life under Article 21 of the
Constitution. The entire context of encounter should be seen in
lines with the agenda of the RSS to run a fascist state and
terrorise the poor in the name of controlling crimes,
justification of which is already there in its upper caste and class
constituency that the poor mostly Muslims and Dalits take part
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government has “also allowed that district police chiefs could
announce rewards of upto Rs. 1 lakh for a team that carries out
an encounter.” Even this violates the law. According to the
NHRC guidelines issued in 2010 on police encounters and

constituency, that the poor, mostly Muslims and Dalits take part
in crime and are needed to be punished.



PULWAMA - IS THIS A NIGHT 
WITHOUT ITS DAWN?

socio‐political point of view. For Indian subcontinent, Asia and
for any ruling power of the world, to occupy Kashmir or to

i t i th f d ti i f t t i t ThiN

The recent deaths of more than 40 CRPF personnel in

Pulwama have shaken the whole country. The whole mass of
people is divided into two sects. The ruling BJP‐RSS Hindutva
nexus have left no opportunity to turn this incident into a tide
of blind nationalism leading in a blind ditch. Where on one hand
a section of common masses are the victims of this blind
nationalism at the same time in one noticeable section a

maintain the forced occupation is of utmost importance. This
very same socio‐political situation of the heavenly Kashmir is
present since its birth and has forced its dozens of generations
to burn into the fire of hell continuously. Isn't it so dreadful that
historically and traditionally peace loving generations of the
land of Sufi saints are doomed to spend their life crying‐
shouting‐fighting‐dying with every passing generation.

In the previous issue itself, we discussed the havoc created
l h h h ld hnationalism, at the same time, in one noticeable section, a

question which is of utmost urgency and importance has come
up: "What are the real powers behind this game of blood, game
of life and death which is continuing in Kashmir, How and why
they have made Kashmir a valley of devastation for Kashmiri
people?” Today the situation of the whole world, specially the
situation of Asia can be compared to the situation of burning‐
smoldering‐blubbering‐fighting Kashmir. You will find that in
Asia specifically in west Asia the only fault of people is that

in Pulwama. Now this is the time we should question the
Kashmir policy adopted by the ruling class keeping their
political, economic and military interests in mind. It is the time
that by putting this question at the center, all students, young
people and intellectuals particularly the conscious, aware, pro‐
people and sensitive public stand firm against the efforts of the
ruling class especially the Hindutva fascist group to create a
national chauvinistic frenzy in the country. It is time to stand

i h i l l d il d hAsia, specifically in west Asia, the only fault of people is that
they are situated on the lakes of oil. The lakes of oil which are
similar to the blood flowing through the neck of world
economy. Due to this situation, the whole mass of people of
west Asia and dozens of their generations, who are caught up in
the blood soaked jaws of the imperialist demons responsible for
war, are being forced to reduce their meaning of life to the
static catastrophe of war.

In the same view if we see Kashmir the only major fault of

against the violent, cruel and merciless war waged on the
people of Kashmir by India, Pakistan and other foreign
imperialist forces. It is time to stand against the efforts to crush
the right to life and choice of sustenance of the people of
Kashmir and portray their democratic rights as religious
fundamentalism and it is time to raise voice against the unjust
wars that are being waged on whole of the general public of the
country including the people of Kashmir. In particular, the

k h K h i i l li i id f K h i b hIn the same view, if we see Kashmir the only major fault of
the people of Kashmir is that Kashmir is standing at that estuary
of South and West Asia which is very important place from its

attacks on the Kashmiri people living outside of Kashmir by the
BJP‐RSS group in the name of Pulwama attack must be
immediately stopped in an effective way.
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COSTISA CONDEMNS THE ATTACK ON STUDENTS AND TEACHERS IN THE 
AFTERMATH OF PULWAMA ATTACK!

In the aftermath of Pulwama attack of 14th February 2019, in which more than 40 CRPF personnel died, the whole country is

witnessing a sudden upheaval of jingoistic nationalism. Citizens, who are critical and questioning ruling party’s effort to use thiswitnessing a sudden upheaval of jingoistic nationalism. Citizens, who are critical and questioning ruling party s effort to use this
event as their election ploy, are either physically attacked by right‐wing goons or harassed vehemently in social media, with
abusive words and threats of murders and rapes. Organised attempts were made by the right‐wing forces, both online and offline,
to carry on targeted harassments of persons, and as a part of this process, severe onslaughts are being carried on students and
teachers of this country.

An engineering student of National Institute of Technology (NIT) Durgapur, West Bengal, was beaten up by some of his
classmates. The student, Srijan Goswami, had written some posts and shared some others which raised critical questions in
relation to the Pulwama attack. By no means was he disrespectful to the victims of the incident. Rather, he had shared a post
condemning the attack and offered condolences to the family of the dead CRPF personnel He even condemned the cheap trend ofcondemning the attack and offered condolences to the family of the dead CRPF personnel. He even condemned the cheap trend of
gaining electoral benefits from such death and destruction, especially when the general election is ensuing. However, on 15th
February, around thirty students attacked him in his hostel room and asked him to delete his Facebook posts. When he refused to
do so, he was dragged outside and beaten. The father of the victim student emailed a complaint to the NIT director, asking him to
ensure the safety of his son and to punish the attackers. However, it seems that the matter was suppressed internally without
taking any step against the perpetrators because registrar of NIT Durgapur commented the incident as a very small one and also
told that the students will be asked to refrain from posting anything controversial on social media. It is another shameful example
in recent times where a leading Institute of National Importance (INI), rather than encouraging the culture of questions, is seen
surrendering its principles to the wrong‐doings of few right‐wing studentssurrendering its principles to the wrong‐doings of few right‐wing students.

A similar incident happened in IIT Madras in May 2017 and even there the Dean responded similarly to a complaint. When a
student Nisanth filed a complaint against another student Manish regarding his death threats, Dean's response was, ‐ "I come
across your Facebook posts those posts are towards a particular ideology that's why people having a different ideology is
threatening you". The next day Suraj was brutally attacked by a gang headed by Manish. If an action was taken on the Nisanth's
complaint, the attack on Suraj could have been prevented. For more details on the account, the following link can be viewed
[bit.ly/surajiitm].

Currently, an exodus of Kashmiri students has been reported from cities including Delhi, Noida, Jaipur, Ludhiana and
h d ll h h d l h d f ll hDehradun. Especially, the situation in Dehradun is very serious. Nearly 700 Kashmiri students of various colleges in that city are

facing forcible eviction. Several of them were thrashed by Bajrang Dal and VHP supporters. An incident was reported that around
twenty Kashmiri girl students were forced to remain confined to their hostel rooms as a huge outside crowd was demanding their
expulsion from their institution. In several institutions, large gatherings of ABVP, VHP, and Bajrang Dal cadres forced the
administration to declare that they will not accept any Kashmiri students from the next session. Four Kashmiri students of NIMS
University (Jaipur, Rajasthan) were suspended due to their so‐called “anti‐national” message on WhatsApp. They faced sedition
charges when college administration, under the pressure of RSS and Bajrang Dal members, filed an FIR against them. Tahseen Gul,
a Kashmiri student of a private university in Himachal Pradesh’s Solan district was rusticated and later arrested for allegedly

i “ i i l” k i l di I W B l ll d D bi Bi f h B l’ Sili iposting “anti‐national” remarks on social media. In West Bengal, a college student Debi Biswas from north Bengal’s Siliguri town
was attacked by a mob in her home for her social media post related to the Pulwama attack and Kashmir’s political situation. In
Habra, West Bengal, another college student Arpan Rakshita’s house were surrounded by a crowd because of his Facebook post.
Police arrested him as he refused to delete the post.

Even the teachers were not spared from such hooliganism. Papri Banerjee, an associate professor at a college in Guwahati,
was threatened of lynching in a public gathering for her critical comments on the government’s role. Snapshots of her posts were
circulated on Twitter and Facebook, where she was bombarded with rape and death threats. Even separate police cases were
launched against her by Guwahati and Silchar police. Her college served her an explanation call, against which she responded that
it was her freedom of expression and she did not cast aspersions on the security forces. However, the governing body of the
college suspended her. In West Bengal, a school teacher Chitradeep Shome faced a similar situation. He lost his job when a
controversy arose out of his social media post. Even he was confronted by a crowd and was forced to chant “Bharat mata ki jay”.
His home was vandalised by another mob. When he tried to lodge a police complaint, the police did not cooperate.

It is an irony that the country’s so‐called intelligence can sniff out Prime Minister Modi’s assassination plots five times in the
last five years, but is unable to protect the country’s security forces. The situation is so worse that even the Deputy Inspector
General and chief spokesperson of the paramilitary force M Dinakaran admitted that some miscreants are trying to create a sense
of communal unrest by sharing fake news in social media. In this regard, COSTISA vehemently condemns such attempts of creating
communal unrest, silencing people’s critical voice in the name of ‘nationalism’ and appeals to all concerned citizens to stand in
solidarity with all victimized students and teachers.

Coordination of Science and Technology Institutes’ Student Associations (COSTISA)
(www.facebook.com/supportcostisa)
Ambedkar Periyar Study Circle, IIT Madras
Ambedkar Periyar Phule Study Circle, IIT BombayAmbedkar Periyar Phule Study Circle, IIT Bombay
Students For Change, IIT BHU
Students For Change, IMS BHU
Ambedkar Bhagat Singh Study Circle, IIT Kharagpur
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We will be obliged if you can send us your opinion, comments, criticism and articles to 
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inindiaspark@gmail.comp g


