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ANALYZING MODI GOVT.: THE 
EDUCATION SECTOR

In its 2014 election manifesto, the Bharatiya Janata Party

science and social studies. This poor quality is due to
“insufficient investment in public education and the
government’s inability to implement the Right to Education Act,
in letter and spirit”, commented an education activist.In its 2014 election manifesto, the Bharatiya Janata Party

promised to draft a new education policy for India. The last one
had been drafted in 1986 and updated in 1992. For the present
government, it took just one and a half years to appoint a
committee to draft the policy. The committee headed by former
cabinet secretary TSR Subramaniam came up with a 230‐page
report in May 2016. It is no wonder as education is never a
priority for any government whether it is UPA or present BJP
government That is reflected by the allocation for education in

The Centre’s spending on education – higher, lower and
teacher‐training taken together – has been lower than 4% of the
total budget every year since 2015‐16. At 3.5%, the budget
estimate for education in 2018‐19 is the lowest in a decade. The
Right to Education Act 2009 – implemented in 2010 – had given
the government five years to train all school teachers. But the
2015 deadline passed with 11 lakh untrained teachers in
schools. In August 2017, government amended the Act to

government. That is reflected by the allocation for education in
the successive central and state budgets. The 10% budgetary
allocation and 6% of GDP expenditure on education continues
to remain an elusive dream and tall claims of expansion in terms
of numbers fall flat when we see the actual allocations, which
have remained more or less stagnant in the absolute monetary
terms. Education spending was reduced; it touched a 10‐year
low in 2018‐19. Funding for education has come down from
0 49% of the GDP in 2017‐18 to 0 45% of the GDP in the next

extend the deadline to 2019. In August 2015, the Central
Advisory Body on Education recommended that a key reform
introduced by the Right to Education Act – the no‐detention
policy – be dropped (allows primary school children to be failed
in school exams). An amendment Bill allowing the states to
make children repeat Classes 5 and 8 was passed in the
monsoon session of the Lok Sabha in 2017 and in the Rajya
Sabha on January 3, 2019.

0.49% of the GDP in 2017‐18 to 0.45% of the GDP in the next
year. Central government spending on school education as a
proportion of GDP has been cut from 0.28% to 0.27%. Higher
education has suffered similar fund cuts, from 0.21% of the GDP
to 0.19%. University Grant Commission (UGC) has faced Rs. 200
crore cut down in budget in comparison to the revised estimate
of previous year. For the year 2015‐16, UGC allocated a total of
Rs. 648.3 crores for 329 state universities, i.e., on average only 2
crores per institute Even the Indian Institute of Technologies

The last five years have been marked by shrinking
autonomy for public universities. In July 2018, the Modi
government drafted a bill to scrap the University Grants
Commission, (which regulates higher educational institutions in
India) and replace it with a Higher Education Council of India
with different composition and functions. The intention was to
erode the Commission’s authority as an independent regulator.
The autonomy of the central universities was massivelycrores per institute. Even the Indian Institute of Technologies

(IITs) and the National Institute of Technologies (NITs) have
seen cut down of funds amounting Rs. 1918 crore and Rs. 465
crore, respectively. The amount is Rs. 816 crore for other central
universities. It is evident from these figures that the
government is withdrawing public support from the education
sector.

The present government amended the Right to Education
Act 2009 and the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan was merged with

crushed. For example, the government imposed a similar
choice‐based credit system upon all Central Universities by
which they lost their rights to design their syllabus
independently. The shrinking independence of regulator and
erosion of autonomy of universities gained a higher pick when,
in 2016, the authority framed new regulations for research
programmes like MPhil and PhD, converting written entrance
tests into qualifying exams and increasing the importance of

Act 2009 and the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan was merged with
Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan, the secondary
education scheme for Classes 9 and above. The main motive
was to undermine the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan by depriving it of
funds and data from the states confirm that the fund released
under combined scheme were smaller. Further, it is not clear
how much of the budgetary allocation announced in the current
budget for the scheme will go to elementary education, and
even if the funds are moved to higher classes they will fall far

interviews. Students from disadvantaged backgrounds faced
considerable challenges. Students challenged the policy in the
Delhi High Court. In October 2018, the court ruled in their
favour. Further, the government has massively reduced the
number of seats for research (MPhil and PhD) putting a barrier
on the number of students a professor can guide. In a situation
when most of the research institutes and universities are
understaffed, this will ensure that the small section of the
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even if the funds are moved to higher classes, they will fall far
short of what is required to universalise secondary education –
a campaign promise the Modi government is reportedly
working on. But as per the National Achievement Survey 2017
of government schools, conducted by the NCERT, a class VII
student could barely answer 40% of the questions in maths,

students who fight to reach the research level will now be left
out gradually. For example, JNU saw a cut of 82.81% in the
research seats from the 1408 approved for 2017 by its Academic
Council.



Analyzing Modi Govt.: The Education 
Sector (Continued..)

As for higher education, the Modi government continued
with policies meant to push colleges and universities to become

Jammu is operating from the IIM Lucknow campus. Similarly,
IIM Amritsar operates from the Punjab Institute of Technology
building in Amritsar.

The agenda of the present government becomes clear
with policies meant to push colleges and universities to become
“self‐financing”, which basically means funding through the fees
students pay, destroying the accessible character of public
education institutions. Prakash Javadekar, Minister of Human
Resource Development, has released the All India Survey of
Higher Education (AISHE) report for the year 2017‐2018 where it
has been mentioned that out of the 1147 Colleges established
in 2017, 941 (82%) were private colleges, whereas only 206
(18%) are government colleges This exposes the rapid rate of

when it declares a non‐existent Jio Institute as one of the
Institute‐of‐Eminence (IoE). This IoE is a new scheme launched
recently by the present Modi‐led government in which 10
government and 10 private institutions will be selected and will
be given Rs. 1000 crore each. So, it is not that the central
government does not have enough money to fund the higher
educational institutions. Rather the real motive is to liberate all
kinds of regulations that are acting as barriers against privatizing

(18%) are government colleges. This exposes the rapid rate of
privatization. In 1950, the number of universities in India was
just 20. And by June 2017, the number rose to 819 — 47 central,
367 state, and 123 deemed and 282 private universities. The
TSR Subramanian Committee Report 2016 says uncontrolled
privatisation of higher education has resulted in the
proliferation of private institutions. The French Economist
Thomas Piketty, author of the book Capitalism and Democracy
commented “Every strong capitalist society in the world and

the higher education sector. For example, the 20 institutes
under IoE scheme will be granted complete autonomy. They will
be free to admit foreign students and charge fees from them,
without any kind of restrictions from the government. Following
the recommendations of General Agreement on Trade in
Services (GATS), the government is trying to generate more
income by admitting foreign students. Currently a foreign
student is paying three times higher tuition fee than a student

commented, Every strong capitalist society in the world and
every successful historical experience of capitalist development
did include a very strong collective effort to invest in public
education. All capitalist countries in the world have invested in
public education and in more inclusive development than what
India is doing now”.

The present government has replaced grants to public
universities with infrastructure loans. The government
approved the plan to grant graded autonomy to all universities

belonging to this country, and the present ruling class is
shamelessly encouraging such commodification of education
with its new schemes. IoEs are also free to recruit foreign
faculty, exempted from following the UGC mandated curriculum
structure, free to offer online courses. For the time being, some
maximum limits are set while availing these freedoms, which
are likely to be deregulated again in the future following the
present trend. We all know that the labor welfare policies

approved the plan to grant graded autonomy to all universities
– public, private and deemed – based on their ranking as per
the National Assessment and Accreditation Council (NAAC) and
the two‐year‐old National Institutional Ranking Framework
(NIRF). This autonomy includes financial autonomy, which has
two main implications – the “top” universities would be free to
decide their fee structures and any “autonomous” decision by
the university would be financed by the university itself, either
by becoming ‘self financing’ or through private partnerships In

become invalid in Special Economic Zones (SEZs). Likewise,
government‐fixed fees, reservation, scholarship, and other
justice‐based policies will become invalid in these new SEZs for
higher education, from where private monopolists will generate
their revenue.

A professor at JNU has rightly noted in her aticle “Who’s
Afraid of Public Education?” that “Private, and self‐financing
institutions in different parts of India have had an abysmal

by becoming self‐financing or through private partnerships. In
2017, the government approved the formation of the Higher
Education Financing Agency, which will “donate” to centrally
funded higher education institutions for the purpose of
infrastructure buildling. The borrowing institution will have to
pay back the principal through its own internal resources. In
November, 2017, the HEFA approved projects for Rs. 2,066.73
Cr to six higher education institutions. The government has
reduced the outlay for the Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs)

record in every sense – from not upholding the constitutionally‐
mandated reservation policy, to pitching fees so high that they
price everyone except the very rich out of higher education. In
places in India poor and underprivileged students have
committed suicide as a result of the pressure this has put on
them and their families. The direction we are headed towards –
of heavy student loans and their deleterious impact – is
something that is being met with by huge protests in those
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reduced the outlay for the Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs)
by 20% in the Budget 2018, to Rs 6,326 crore. As a result, IITs
witnessed fee hikes up to a range of 200%. Further, this will
rapidly affect the new IITs as the HRD ministry will not be able
to disburse the funds and in‐a‐way force them to take loans.
The situation is not different for the new IIMs. For example ‐ IIM

parts of the world where fees are too high and loans crippling
(for instance US’s ‘occupy’ and the South Africa’s ‘fees must fall’
movements started by students as a response to such changes
by their respective governments’ policies).”



PUBLIC HEALTH IN INDIA: RECENT 
SITUATION AND TRENDS

Apoor farmer in Odisha was forced to carry his wife’s dead

body on his back for miles in the absence of an ambulance in

doctor for every 1,800 people. WHO guidelines suggest 1 doctor
for every 600 people. There is a resource gap of about 1.4 mn
doctors and 2.8 mn nurses. As per the Rural Health Survey 2016,
India is facing a shortage of 84% surgeons, 77% gynecologists and
obstetricians, 83% physicians and 80% pediatricians at the
Community Health Centre (CHC) level Children born in thebody on his back for miles in the absence of an ambulance in

2016. A similar incident occurred in Uttar Pradesh in 2017.
Similarly, 2016 saw the outbreak of chikungunya in Delhi and in
2017 dengue and chikungunya infection broke out in Tamil Nadu
and Kerala, followed by the death of approximately 77 children
due to encephalitis in Gorakhpur district of Uttar Pradesh in
August 2017 [1]. Numerous studies have found that the Indian
healthcare system is plagued by inadequate infrastructure, lack
of skilled human resources, inadequate drug and medical supply,

Community Health Centre (CHC) level. Children born in the
Scheduled Tribes (ST) families are at 19% higher risk of dying in
the neonatal period (and 45% in post‐neonatal period) than the
other social classes. Moreover, a WHO report found that only
one in five doctors in rural India are qualified to practice
medicine.

The expenses for healthcare are also increasing day by day.
The average medical expenditure per hospitalization increased by
around 176% for urban patients and 160% for rural patients, q g pp y,

lack of preparedness, etc. What is more alarming is that the
government is gradually withdrawing from providing health
services and encouraging the private sector to fill its role.
Increasing cost of medication, high out‐of‐ pocket expenditure,
and corruption in the health system have adversely affected
public health. There were only announcements of schemes
before the elections, one after the other, and next one bigger
than the previous one, with good names and big promises.

around 176% for urban patients and 160% for rural patients
during 2004‐2014. In India, out‐of‐pocket (OOP) expenditure,
which is the payments made directly by individuals at the point of
service, is typically financed by household revenues (71%). Only
nine countries (out of 192) have a higher OOP spending as a
proportion of total healthcare expenditure. Due to high OOP
health expenditure, about 7% population is pushed below
poverty threshold every year.
The election manifesto

However, there is only privatization and nothing on ground for
the poor, but profits for the corporate.
Overview of public health in India

According to the Global Burden of Disease study, published
in The Lancet, India ranked 154 out of 195 countries regarding
healthcare access, lagging behind countries like Bangladesh,
Nepal, Ghana and Liberia. India’s share in the global burden of
diseases is significant (20%). Following figures show the grim

The election manifesto
The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), in their election manifesto,

made several promises for healthcare [3]. They committed to
ensure that the OOP expenditure on health is reduced. The BJP,
in this context, emphasizes on the Ayushman Bharat health
insurance and wellness centre scheme. They promised to set up
one medical college in every district, and also said to double the
number of doctors and increased the number of MBBS seats and
post graduate medical seats They emphasized on the Nationalg ( ) g g g

picture of public health in India [2].
India contributes to 15% of the global maternal deaths.

Maternal Mortality Rate (MMR) for India is 174 for every 100,000
live births, whereas, neighboring countries like Thailand, Sri
Lanka, and China have MMRs of 20, 30, and 27, respectively, in
2015. Similarly, our Infant Mortality Rate (IMR) is 38 per 1000 live
births, much behind our neighboring countries such as Sri Lanka
(8), Nepal (29), Bangladesh (31), and Thailand (11). Around 43%

post graduate medical seats. They emphasized on the National
Nutrition Mission and ensured ‘full immunization coverage for all
the children and pregnant women’ by 2022. It promised for
making drugs, diagnostics and medical devices more affordable
(e.g. promoting the Jan Aushadhi scheme for generic medicines).
Performance of the Government

Now let’s check the performance of the present government
with respect to its kind of promises for healthcare [4]. On the
basis of Universal Health Coverage (UHC) Index of the World

p g
of Indian children are underweight (for China and Brazil the
figures are 4% and 2% respectively). As per the National Family
Health Survey (NFHS‐4), only 62% of our children are fully
immunized. India is the global rank 1 for tuberculosis (TB). We
also have the rapidly rising burden of non‐communicable
diseases. There is also a mental health emergency – India
accounted for 37% of global suicide deaths among women and
24% among men. Air pollution is also on the rise, with significant

basis of Universal Health Coverage (UHC) Index of the World
Bank, India ranks 143 among 190 countries in terms of per capita
expenditure on health. It was estimated that the public
expenditure in health must increase to at least 2.5% of GDP by
the end of 2017 and to 3% of GDP by 2022 to achieve UHC.
However, the public health expenditure has remained constant
at approximately 1.3% of the GDP and the trend has not changed
even in the last union budget. If we include private sector, the
total health expenditure is about 4 0% of GDP i e about one‐
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morbidity and mortality.
Now, let’s have a look at the condition of health

infrastructure in India. Hospital bed density in India has
stagnated at 0.9 per 1000 population since 2005 and falls
significantly short of World Health Organization (WHO) guidelines
of 3.5 per 1000 population. India is currently having roughly one

total health expenditure is about 4.0% of GDP, i.e., about one
third of health expenditure (33%) is contributed by the public
sector. As per the World Health Statistics, this contribution is low
as compared to developed countries and also other developing
countries like Brazil (46%), China (56%), and Indonesia (39%)
(Figure 1) [4].



Public Health in India: Recent Situation 
and Trends (Continued..)

Figure 1: Public and private split in the total health expenditure for
various countries (in %)

Figure 2: Allocation to RSBY (2009‐18) (in Rs crore)

various countries (in %)

Health institutions in India are mainly three types: primary
care (primary health centres), secondary care (district hospitals),
and tertiary care institutions (specialized hospitals like AIIMS).
The HLEG (2011) recommended that the focus of healthcare
provision should be towards providing primary health care.
Primary health infrastructure has a three tier system – Sub‐
Centres (SCs), Primary Health Centres (PHCs), and Community
Health Centres (CHCs) A similar set up is there in urban areas

Figure 3: Changes in the allocation to PMSSY (2009‐18) (in Rs crore)

I 2018 19 h l f f d f i blHealth Centres (CHCs). A similar set‐up is there in urban areas
too. As of 2016, there is a shortage of 20% in SCs, 22% in PHCs,
and 30% in CHCs. Moreover, the existing centres are poorly
equipped and have inadequate infrastructure. There has been a
steady increase in the shortfall of doctors, specialists and
surgeons. Apart from these, expectant mothers in rural areas
often lack nutrition which affects their pregnancy.

A new insurance scheme, the National Health Protection
Scheme (Ayushman Bharat) was proposed in the Union Budget

In 2018‐19, the pool of funds for non‐communicable
diseases has increased by 5%, on the other hand, for
communicable diseases and immunization, it decreased by 27%
and 30% respectively. Non‐communicable diseases are closely
associated to lifestyle changes; whereas, the drastic decrease in
the allocation of fund for communicable diseases are more likely
to affect the poor than the rich. Recently, the ministry has also
allowed for‐profit companies like Reliance, Wipro, and Fortis, to
set up medical colleges They are likely to charge a high fee fromScheme (Ayushman Bharat) was proposed in the Union Budget

2018‐19. This will provide coverage to 10 crore poor and
vulnerable families of up to Rs 5,00,000 per family per year for
secondary and tertiary care hospitalization, in both government
and private hospitals. It may be noted that 86% of rural
population and 82% of urban population are still not covered
under any scheme of health expenditure support. For
government sponsored health insurance, the Net Incurred Claims
Ratio (ICR) increased from 87% during 2012‐13 to 122% in 2016‐

set up medical colleges. They are likely to charge a high fee from
the students, and the students graduating will be less likely to
serve in the rural areas as their focus would be to recover the
money spent on their education. Moreover, the promotion of
AYUSH and a bridge course to allow non‐MBBS doctors to
practice modern medicine will only degrade the quality of
healthcare, especially for the poor.
Conclusion

Th d ft N ti l H lth P li (NHP) 2015 dRatio (ICR) increased from 87% during 2012 13 to 122% in 2016
17 (higher ICR means more claims have been paid in comparison
to the premiums collected leading to losses), whereas, there has
been a gradual decline in the Net ICR of private insurance
providers. As per the National Sample Survey (NSS) 2015, most
hospitalisation cases were seen in private hospitals (68% in urban
and 58% in rural areas). Further, the cost of treatment (excluding
childbirth) was four times higher in private hospitals as compared
to that in public hospitals. Clearly, the private hospitals are

The draft National Health Policy (NHP) 2015 proposed a
National Health Rights Act as an essential component. But, while
approving the NHP 2017, it was replaced by a vague ‘incremental
insurance‐based approach’ placing private actors in critical
positions. Almost all the major institutions and authorities have
emphasized the importance of the role of public sector spending
on health care, whereas, NITI Aayog has been emphasizing the
role of private sector for primary health care. Nearly 26% of the
total health expenditure in the rural household is met by either

gaining day by day. Moreover, the Standing Committee on Health
and Family Welfare observed that the proposal to transform
1,50,000 Health Sub‐Centres into Health and Wellness Centres
has not been implemented and has no ‘solid roadmap’. The
government decided to open up 3,000 Jan Aushadhi stores by
2017, though, only 437 such stores are operational. Moreover,
the existing Rashtriya Swasthya Bima Yojana (RSBY) even saw an
average reduction in fund post‐2013 (except 2018‐19 budget)

total health expenditure in the rural household is met by either
borrowing money or selling an asset and the out‐of‐pocket
expense on healthcare often drags the vulnerable population
below the poverty line [1]. Privatization of healthcare in India will
only ensure this.
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CONDITION OF LABOUR FORCE 
UNDER MODI GOVT.

L

establishments will be out of the purview of the Act. Larger
establishments will also employ four to five sets of 40 contract
workers to avoid coming under this law. This means employers
ill id idi t t t b fit i l di id tLike all the other sectors, Modi’s “pro‐corporate” and

“anti‐people” labour policies have forced the working class of
India to embark on more than 18 country‐wide general and
sectoral strikes since the BJP came to power in 2014. Soon after
coming into power, Modi government dedicates itself to work
for achieving high rating in World Bank’s “Ease of Doing
Business” and thereby loosened the labour laws so that they
could not create any hindrance for the big corporates in looting

will avoid providing statutory benefits, including provident
fund, the minimum wage and leave to contract workers in
smaller units.” The year 2016 witnessed 180 million Indian
workers who went on strike against the government’s economic
reforms. A 12‐point charter of demands was put by Centre
Trade Unions against stringent labour laws, disinvestments in
central and state‐owned enterprises and opening up sectors
ranging from railways to insurance and defence to foreign direct
i t t (FDI)could not create any hindrance for the big corporates in looting

the huge labour from the country. As a result the minimum
rights gained by the working class through relentless struggles
was sought to be dismantled.

In August 2014, the Vasundhara Raje‐led Rajasthan state
cabinet amended four labour laws—the Industrial Disputes Act,
1947, the Factories Act, 1948, the Contract Labour (Regulation
and Abolition) Act, 1970 and the Apprentices Act, 1961. The first
amendment of the Industrial Disputes Act allowed industry to

investments (FDI).
Modi’s Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) had promised to create

nearly 10 million jobs every year. Despite these tall claims, the
employment scenario in the country is so dismal. In 2017, two
crore people were looking for jobs, whereas only 20 lakh jobs
were created. Pakoda vending is being peddled as job creation.
In the background of severe economic crisis featured by
massive sickness and closure of industries, resulting huge job
l h b d lamendment of the Industrial Disputes Act allowed industry to

lay off 300 employees (which was 100 previously) without prior
government permission. Data shows 86% of industries employ
less than 300 workers and will now be free to exploit workers
using this provision. The modifications also make it tougher to
register labour unions — instead of 15% of workers, now 30% of
workers in a factory need to join hands to form a union. The
Contract Labour Act was revised to led the principal employer
employ 49 contract worker without a license According to the

losses, no concrete measures are seen in the budget proposals
in recent years for boosting quality employment across the
sectors. The government fails to ensure Rs. 18,000 as a floor
minimum wage as accepted by them in the 7th Central Pay
Commission recommendation. The 2018 budget further
reiterated its ongoing exercise for privatization of the public
sector units which would further aggravate the already
prevailing inequality. In the BJP government’s Budget
S 2018 19 i l i h h demploy 49 contract worker without a license. According to the

Business Standard, “The amendments in the Factories Act
propose to increase the threshold limit of employment for
factories operating without power from 20 to 40 and from 10 to
20 for factories operating with power. Complaints against the
employer about violation of this Act would not receive
cognizance by a court without prior written permission from the
state government. A provision for compounding of offences has
been added ”Rajasthan paved the way for other states such as

Statement 2018‐19, it claims that the BJP government created
70 lakh jobs in the organised sector. This is based on provident
fund data which does not tell us about the continuity of
employment, or even on continuity of PF payments by
employers. In contrast the same study also confirms that only 5
lakh workers were newly registered under Employment State
Insurance. In current times, the leaked report of National
Sample Survey Office’s (NSSO’s) Periodic Labor Force Survey
(PLFS) h l i ll i hi h i h lbeen added. Rajasthan paved the way for other states such as

Haryana, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra and Uttar Pradesh, to
introduce similar amendments which diluted the rights of
workers and relaxed rules for employers.

In 2015, the reforms in Gujrat Labour law provided the
scope of out of court settlement of disputes between workers
and management. This change ensured that the workers will be
alienated from their basic right to reach the court of law. In the

th M dh P d h t f ll d th

(PLFS) states that unemployment is at an all‐time high in the last
45 years.

In such a situation, Modi government has expedite the
process of fixed term employment (FTE) “for ease of doing
business”. Under FTP, employers get the right to hire workers
for specific projects that are seasonal in nature. No doubt this
will further encourage contractualization and it goes against the
spirit of the existing Contract Labour (Regulation & Abolition)

5

same year, the Madhya Pradesh government followed the same
footprints of labour exploitation and made reforms in existing
law. In 2017, the Contract Labour Maharashtra (Amendment)
Act mentioned – “Large number of small and medium‐scale

Act. An activist commented “Fixed term employment will lead
to further pressure on the economy as jobs will be precarious,
incomes and purchasing power will drop leading to the
economic slowdown and a dip in manufacturing.”



Condition of Labour Force under Modi
Govt. (Continued..)

The Code on Wages Bill which was introduced in the Lok

woman, provide paid leave for (extended) period in case of
illness arising out of confinement.” This is being introduced
despite the Economic Survey’s admission that India has

t th l t ’ ti i ti t i thThe Code on Wages Bill, which was introduced in the Lok
Sabha in August 2017, amalgamated four labour laws. It
promoted deduction of wages based on reasons ranging from
performance to participating in strikes, and allowed employers
to alter hours that constitute a normal working day. The bill’s
definition of overtime was also a point of contention, as was a
provision stating that “audited accounts of companies shall not
normally be questioned.” There exist separate definitions of
“employees” and “workers” in the bill which could give

amongst the lowest women’s participation rates in the
workforce and some of the widest pay disparity between men
and women workers.

In 2019, a big ticket announcement in the Interim Budget
has been Pradhan Mantri Shram‐Yogi Maandhan – a voluntary
pension scheme for unorganized workers. A monthly
contribution of Rs 100 for those who join the scheme at the age
of 29 and Rs 55 for those joining at 18 will be matched by the

employees and workers in the bill, which could give
employers leeway to discriminate against either of the
categories. One of the main points of contention in the bill was
that it allowed government to use an arbitrary process to fix
minimum wage. For long, trade unions have demanded that the
national minimum wage be fixed in accordance with the
formula that the 15th ILC declared in 1957. This formula
considered factors such as minimum food requirement,
clothing rent for housing as well as expenditure for fuel and

government and the total sum added to their pension account.
This seems to be a variation of the Atal Pension Yojana launched
by NDA in 2015 which has failed miserably till now. No clarity
has been provided on what is the minimum period of
contribution to receive the pension; nor has anything been
mentioned regarding what happens if there is break in
contribution to the pension fund – a situation which is
extremely likely for workers in the unorganized sector

d l b l f l l hclothing, rent for housing, as well as expenditure for fuel and
lighting, among others. There were attempts to combine 15
laws related to social security and welfare, including the
Employee Provident Fund, or EPF, maternity benefit and
pensions.

The government has undertaken to contribute the
employers’ share (12% of annual income) of Employees’
Provident Fund (EPF) for every new worker for three years. It
significantly reduces the payroll cost for companies to expand

considering unavailability of regular employment. Data shows
that after working lifelong in construction sites, quarries,
factories, etc. doing manual labor, the life expectancy goes
down significantly below the national average of 68.8 years.
This would result in the pension fund accumulating huge sums
of money like that of Employees Provident Fund Organization
which would provide easy capital to corporates in the equity
markets. This hard earned money would eventually be

l i d b h k b ld b i i i i fsignificantly reduces the payroll cost for companies to expand
their workforce. The proposal to pay the employer’s
contribution of EPF for all new workers will amount to a
significant transfer of wealth from taxpayers to corporates.
Given that the support is only for the first three years, it is
unclear if the jobs will remain viable when the subsidy is
repealed.

The government has also reduced women employees’
t ib ti t EPF f 12% t 8% i d t i th i

unclaimed by the workers but would be a win‐win situation for
corporations through the back door.

The labour reform and policies of the government
institutionalize the plunder of the poorest to make the richest
richer. Further, the government has adopted divisive communal
and casteist conspiracies against the democratic struggles of the
working class. But the participation of working class of all
sectors in the two day strike in January, 2019 sends a powerful

contribution to EPF from 12% to 8% in order to increase their
take‐home pay. It’s also important to note the 4% reduction of
women workers’ contribution to EPF is not being compensated.
This effectively decreases long‐term savings to improve ‘take
home’ wage. This also undermines the retirement benefits of
women workers’ increasing their dependence on men in their
old age. Higher ‘take home pay’ could even encourage
employers to lower women wages. Further, the draft code
( ti d li ) i t d d b th t l h d

rebuff to the pro imperialist anti worker policies of the Modi
Govt. and its attacks on working class rights.
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(mentioned earlier) introduced by the government also had
detailed clauses regarding maternity benefits for women
workers. It said, “[Employer] is also bound not to employ
pregnant woman in arduous work, provide nursing break to



AGRICULTURE UNDER MODI GOVT.: 
A DOWNWARD SPIRAL TO ABYSS

The Modi government came out with Pradhan Mantri Fasal
Bima Yojana in 2016. The new scheme was advertised as
incorporating the best features of earlier schemes while

The last five years of Modi government witnessed

unprecedented crisis in the agrarian economy leading to
massive protests by farmers throughout the country. The
images of protesting farmers in Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, New Delhi and other places are still
fresh in the minds of all. Many of the protesting farmers hit the
streets for days, thereby forsaking their daily wage that they

incorporating the best features of earlier schemes while
removing all their shortcomings [7]. However, the insurance
policy continues to do what it does best – using public money to
provide profits to insurance companies, allowing corporations
to raise equity through the money invested by these insurance
companies in the stock markets while denying poor farmers
their rightful compensation. The government, in most cases,
forcibly sold farmers these policies by including a part of the
premium paid in the loans that farmers would take from banks

would have earned by staying back in their villages – such was
the spirit of their protest. However, the ruling dispensation
shied away from discussing the real issues that directly affect
59% of the working population (as of 2016) [1] in the run up to
the 2019 elections; rather they were busy drumming up a sense
of false nationalism in the country and discuss whether ‘Mandir
wohi banega’. They pretended that the killing of 40 jawans in
Pulwama mattered to them, but paid no heed to the fact that

premium paid in the loans that farmers would take from banks
for agricultural purposes [8].

The effect of demonetization in the agricultural sector was
also palpable. As the agricultural sector is almost entirely
informal in nature involving cash transactions, farmers were
one of the worst sufferers. This not only affected their timely
purchase of various inputs of agriculture, but also made it hard
for them to sell their produce. It took two years for the
Agriculture Ministry to admit the catastrophe that had been

35 farmers commit suicide everyday (according to the last
available data from 2015) [2] due to structural policy failures,
the number being a gross underestimate [11].

False promises, faulty policies driven by neo‐liberal agenda
and fooling the agricultural community has been a regular
feature of the Modi government. In the 2014 election campaign
the BJP promised farmers of this country that the minimum
support price (MSP) would be increased as suggested by the

Agriculture Ministry to admit the catastrophe that had been
created by demonetization [9].

The list of the anti‐farmer policies of the Modi government
is unending. However, it has made it increasingly difficult to
understand the impact in entirety. Since 2016, the government
has stopped publishing the suicide data of farmers; in the same
year the government came out with a new manual to define
drought which has made it more difficult to classify a drought
situation as one leading to denial of relief compensation topp p ( ) gg y

Swaminathan Commission report at 50% above the total cost C2
(comprehensive cost including imputed rent and interest on
owned land and capital). The BJP government at Centre claimed
that they fulfilled their promise on this last year; however, a
closer analysis [3] reveals that the MSP has been set at 50%
greater than A2+FL (actual paid out cost plus imputed value of
family labour). As C2>A2+FL, the announced MSP is significantly
lower than the promised level. Also, in some cases, the previous

situation as one, leading to denial of relief compensation to
suffering farmers [10]. It must be understood that all of this is
just an extension of the neo‐liberal policies adopted by the
Indian state since the early 90s and finds resonance in the
Washington Consensus which was formulated by IMF, World
Bank and the US Treasury. The aggressiveness with which the
Modi government has bootlicked corporate capital at the cost
of the common man has few comparisons in recent Indian
history The result has been large scale agricultural distressp , , p

MSP was found to be greater than A2+FL by more than 50%.
The BJP announced in 2016 that it would double farmers’

income by 2022. Apart from creating a Committee on Doubling
of Farmers’ Income, there has not been much tangible effect on
ground. The Committee mentioned that to meet the 2022
target, a 10.4% compound annual growth rate would be
required [4]. The government has, since then, not released any
farmers’ income growth figure. The unrealistic nature of the

history. The result has been large scale agricultural distress,
massive migration of farmers to the cities in search of livelihood
and creation of large labor reserve forces for industries to
exploit [12].
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claim by the government was based on the fact that the
increase was calculated on nominal terms which mean that the
effect of inflation was not accounted for it. Secondly, it shifted a
part of the subsidies paid on interest from the books of the
Finance Ministry to the agriculture budget. The net result was
that the allocation as a % of the total Union Budget remained
same – around 1.75% [6], which is measly.
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THE OVERT & COVERT WAR ON 
ENVIRONMENT IN THE LAST FIVE 
YEARS

India currently has the worst level of air pollution in the

of gas cylinders. For proper implementation of PMUY there has
to be a reduction in the price of LPG cylinders. It can thus be
concluded that PMUY has been a myopic initiative. Presently
the exaggerated success story of this scheme is being used as
election propaganda.

b f h d l d dIndia currently has the worst level of air pollution in the

world. Seven of the world’s ten most polluted cities are in India
[1]. New Delhi holds the top rank for being the most polluted
capital in the world. These cities boast an unnaturally high level
of PM2.5 (suspended particulate matter of diameter less than
2.5 micrometer that cannot be trapped by nasal hair) in the air.
In 2017 alone an estimated 1.2 million people lost their lives
due to air pollution in India. In the urban areas the chief causes
f i ll ti hi l d i d t i l i i Th BJP

About 43% of the Indian population is dependent upon
Ganga river system [3]. Urban and Industrial pollution, flood
plain encroachment, unsustainable sand mining, dams,
diversions and hydropower projects, biodiversity loss,
deforestation, loss of local water bodies, and failure of pollution
control mechanism are the chief ailments suffered by Ganga
and its tributaries. The programme titled ‘Namami Gange’ was
launched in May, 2014 by Narendra Modi that aimed to cleanse
h i i hi i i d hof air pollution are vehicular and industrial emissions. The BJP

election manifesto for 2014 mentioned a move towards cleaner
fuels. In most urban settings there has been an increase in the
use of CNG‐driven vehicles since before the NDA days but the
number of private cars is increasing everyday. As a result there
has not been a notable decrease in vehicular emissions. For
reduction in vehicular emissions, the use of diesel needs to be
checked. The required infrastructural changes have not yet
b b ht b t A t titl d “P liti l L d ’

the river Ganga within 2020. A separate ministry under the
Union water resources ministry was created for the river
rejuvenation programme with a budget of 20,000 crores.
Reports from CAG (2017) as well as independent audits have
actually shown that very little ground work (like the proposed
sewage treatment plants) has been done. The chief reason
being non‐utilisation of the allocated funds. The report also
stated that in Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and West Bengal the water is

l h f “ d b hi ” Th l l fbeen brought about. A new report titled “Political Leaders’
Position and Action on Air Quality in India” released by Climate
Trends, a Delhi‐based communications strategy initiative
recently highlighted that the MP’s of fourteen of the most
polluted cities in the world that are situated in India have failed
to take any step towards curbing the levels of air pollution [2].
Moreover, there is also a lack of discussion on this issue at the
public level.

not even clean enough for “outdoor bathing”. The level of
dissolved oxygen has gone down as compared to 2012‐13. Total
coliform bacteria present has increased many times above the
permissible limit. A river can be self‐cleansing only if there is
substantial flow of water throughout the year. Unfortunately,
construction of canals, barrages, hydroelectric power plants etc.
(that are meant to serve the big corporates) in the upper course
of the river has led to reduction of flow around the year. Such
h i t f l d t th l i l b l fIn January this year union environment minister Harsh

Vardhan announced the ‘National Clean Air Programme’. The
aim is to form a national framework for air quality management
with a time‐bound reduction target. It aims to reduce the
concentration of PM2.5 and PM10 in the air within 2024 by 20‐
30%. Unfortunately this does not come with the legal back‐up
required for time‐bound implementation in the urban areas. It
has only been stated to be a “cooperative and participatory

” l l b d f h b d

human interferences also destroy the ecological balance of
those regions. All these taken together imply that the promise
to clean Ganga has been used only for electoral gain by Modi as
Ganga is synonymous with Hindu religious practices. G.D.
Agarwal, an Indian environmental activist started an indefinite
hunger strike on 22nd June, 2018 to bring attention towards
government inaction over this issue. He died on the 111th day
of hunger strike.

initiative”. Also a paltry budget of 300 crores has been set aside
for this.

In the rural setting, use of solid fuels (e.g. ‐ coal, biomass)
in households is the chief source of emissions besides being a
health hazard particularly for the women of the households.
The ‘Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana’ was introduced in 2016 to
address this issue. Under PMUY, the government provides a
subsidy of Rs. 1,600 to government‐owned oil manufacturing

In March, 2016 the Art of Living foundation of Sri Sri
Ravishankar held a three‐day festival on the Yamuna floodplains
completely destroying large portions of it in the process. In
2017 the National Green Tribunal assessed that it would take a
decade to restore ecological balance. A fine was imposed on
AoL foundation as compensation that they denied to pay [4].
The Turtle Wildlife Sanctuary(TWS) in Varanasi, UP has been a
major hindrance to a government plan that would dredge
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companies for every free LPG connection that they install in
poor rural households without one. The beneficiary has to buy
her own cooking stove. She is allowed to pay for the stove and
first cylinder in monthly instalments. Herein lies the caveat‐ all
subsequent refills are to be borne by the beneficiary herself. For
the poor families it is difficult to go for refills due to high price

Ganga for an inland waterways project which will pass through
Varanasi and end at Haldia in West Bengal. The consequent
changes in riverine relief would be detrimental for the ecology
of the freshwater turtle sanctuary. To circumvent the trouble in
getting clearance for this project, the government is actually
trying to remove the sanctuary status of TWS [5].



The Overt & Covert War on Environment 
in the Last Five Years (Continued..)

In February this year the union environment ministry gave
a clearance to the Adani groups for open cast coal mining over
1 70 000 hectares of land in Chhattisgarh’s Hasdeo Arand

Modi has done little when it comes to protecting the
environment. This initiative has speeded up waste collection
but proper disposal systems have not been devised. In the cities
the waste is being dumped in landfill sites adversely affecting
water and soil. A recent RTI application has also revealed that
from 2014 17 about 530 crores was spent on advertising SBA1,70,000 hectares of land in Chhattisgarh s Hasdeo Arand

forests [6]. It is one of the most dense and contiguous stretches
of forestland in Central India. The environmental clearance will
pave the way for plunder of coal reserves as well as large scale
deforestation. According to the Forest Rights Act, such
clearances require the consent of local Gram Sabhas, in this case
such consents were allegedly forged. On the other hand, post‐
2014, the Forest Rights Act was diluted such that district
administrations were given the power of consent in place of the

from 2014‐17 about 530 crores was spent on advertising SBA
through electronic and print media [10]. It has also failed when
it comes to proper treatment of sewage in the big cities.

With passing days, India is getting more prone to
environmental disasters, particularly floods. Large scale
deforestation, soil erosion, indiscriminate construction and
torrential downpour have all contributed to frequent floods.

At the public level the Prime Minister has gone on to makeadministrations were given the power of consent in place of the
Gram Sabhas. Around the same time the Supreme Court
ordered the forced eviction of more than 1,000,000 tribal and
other forest‐dwelling households from forestlands across 16
states after the government failed to present lawyers for
defending the Forest Rights Act [7]. The petitioners argued that
the Forest Rights Act goes against the constitution and would
lead to deforestation. On the contrary deforestations are
caused by large scale industrial projects, not by the tribal people

statements denying climate change saying that the perceptions
of people have changed, the climate has not. At the first
meeting of the ‘International Solar Alliance’ he went so far as to
say that the Vedas contain the key to tackling climate change.
Away from the public eye the state and the big corporations are
joined in an unholy entente to loot natural resources.
Oppressed people (depending on Jal‐Jangal‐Zameen) belonging
to various parts of India are resisting, on being denied the basiccaused by large scale industrial projects, not by the tribal people

who share a symbiotic relation with the forests. In different
parts of the world it has also been studied that forest dwellers
are the best protectors of the environment. The Supreme Court
order goes on to show whose interest is actually being served
by the state.

The Maharashtra government handed over 467 hectares of
forest land in the Yavatmal district of Maharashtra to the
Reliance group in January 2018 [8] The subsequent killing of

rights of habitats and livelihoods. Trophy projects introduced by
this government (like PMUY, Namami Gange etc.) are meant to
project themselves as saviours of the environment while their
true commitment lies in appeasing their corporate masters
through all Fascist means possible.
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Aravallis have been razed to the ground due to illegal mining
[9]. The disappearance of these hillocks has also been linked to
the rising air pollution levels in Delhi. This matter came to the
forefront after the Supreme Court ordered the Rajasthan state
government to stop such illegal mining.
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