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RAJASTHAN PEASANT MOVEMENT: 

A BRIEF NOTE

Since last few months, persistent upsurges of 
farmers agitation are seen across India. After 
Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu and Madhya Pradesh, 

now it was the turn of Rajasthan to witness such pro-
tests. The farmers of Sikar district of Rajasthan had 
started their move since middle of June, 2017. On 
those efforts getting unheeded by the government, 
they declared the call for “Mahapadav” i.e. a sit in 
a protest from 1st September. Thousands of farm-
ers gathered in their mandi and marched towards 
the collectorate office and submitted their charter 
of demands to the district collector. Complete loan 
waiver, including profit margin of 50% in Minimum 
Support Price (MSP) (as recommended by Swami-
nathan commission), removing restrictions on the 
cattle trade, free electricity for farming, pensions for 
farmers, and scholarships for ST/SC/OBC students 
were the main demands in the charter. The protest 
started spreading like a wildfire and within two days 
lakhs of farmers including more than 10,000 women 
were on the streets.
The most important demand that drove the move-
ment was that of complete crop loan waiver for the 
farmers. Eyebrows are always raised by the ruling 
government when farmers talk of their loan waiver. 
But if we look into figures, between 2012 and 2015, 
Rs 1.14-lakh crore of corporate Non-Performing As-
sets (NPAs) in nationalized banks have been writ-

ten-off and more than Rs 4-lakh crore of stressed 
corporate loans is likely to be waived. Moreover, it 
has been estimated that the total bad loans of pub-
lic sector banks stand at Rs 6.8 lakh crore and while 
70% of it are of the corporates, farmers make up just 
1%. Looking into these figures, if massive waiving of 
loans of international and domestic corporates seems 
feasible, waiving loans for farmers should not at all 
looked on as troubling. 
With the advent of neoliberal policies, the agricul-
ture sector has faced cutback of agricultural subsi-
dies, lack of easy and low cost loan and decline in 
government investment (from an average of 14.5% 
in 1986-1990 to 6% in 1995-2000) causing increased 
production cost of cultivation. On the other hand, 
liberal import of agricultural products from monop-
olies have pushed the farmers into unfair competi-
tion in the “free market”, decreasing the profitability. 
Under such conditions, the next important demand 
of Swaminathan MSP looks very legitimate. On top 
of all these odds, government’s ban on cattle trade for 
slaughter have halfed the cattle price and caused crop 
losses resulting to even suicide in Sikar. Moreover, 
with 40% reduction in the income and unfair com-
petition faced from the monopolies, the dairy farm-
ers are at edges with this move. Under the hindutva 
jargon of gaumata this move is only to serve their 
foreign bosses as dictated by the neoliberal polices. 
The movement has therefore correctly taken up the 
issue of lifting all such restrictions imposed upon the 
farmers. Also, the other demands taken by the move-
ment were all legitimate for bringing necessary relief 
during the crisis the farmers are going through. 
As the movement proceeded, by 10th September 
more than 50 organizations including unions were 
already in solidarity with the movement. On 11th 
September, total blockade of the district had start-
ed creating huge pressure on the authorities, and 
as a result leaders were called for talks by 5 PM. By 
midnight waiver of Rs 50,000 for each farmers hav-
ing a loan was announced and assurance was given 
to work on the other demands including Swamina-
than MSP, scholarships, pension and electricity rates. 
Victory of the movement was declared and the lead-
ers of the movement received rapturous reception 
while returning after negotiations. While the farmers 
of Sikar celebrated in exult, they had already given 
an uncomfortable blow on the face of the neoliberal 
ruling class. The victory that the farmers achieved in 
this movement will encourage the people across the 
country to take such fights against neoliberalization 
and will encourage the farmers of Sikar to take up a 
bigger fight to make greater changes. g 
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ROHINGYA CONFLICT: THE GIFT 
OF IMPERIALISM 

On August 25, 2017 the Arakan Rohingya Sal-
vation Army attacked police posts and army 
base in Rakhine state of Mayanmar. In the 

counter attacks launched by army at least 59 of the 
insurgents and 12 security personnel were killed. 
The military launched “clearance operations” that 
left over 3,000 dead, many more injured, tortured or 
raped, villages burned, and over 500,000 Rohingya 
fleeing to Bangladesh. Before that, there were also 
cases of ethnic clashes and riots in Mayanmar. But 
what is the historical root of this conflict?
Rohingyas, an ethnic group largely comprising Mus-
lims, predominantly live in the Western Myanmar 
province of Rakhine. They speak a dialect of Ben-
gali, as opposed to Burmese. The 1982 Burmese cit-
izenship law practically made them “resident for-
eigners” or “associate citizens”. Rohingyas have no 
voting rights. They are also restricted from freedom 
of movement, state education and civil service jobs. 
They have a child mortality rate (224 deaths per 1000 
live births), more than 4 times the rate for the rest 
of Myanmar. They are one of the most persecuted 
minorities in the world as described by the United 
Nations.
The Rohingyas are concentrated in the historical re-
gion of Arakan, an old coastal country of Southeast 
Asia. The British historian Daniel George Edward 
Hall stated that “The Burmese do not seem to have 
settled in Arakan until possibly as late as the tenth 
century AD. Hence earlier dynasties are thought to 
have been Indian.” The Rohingya population traces 
their history to 9th century when the Arab traders 
reached Arakan. Early evidence of Bengali Muslim 

settlements in Arakan dates back to the time of Min 
Saw Mon (1430–34) of the Kingdom of Mrauk U.
In 1666, Shaista Khan, under the direction of Au-
rangzeb, led a 6000 man army and 288 warships to 
seize Chittagong from the Kingdom of Mrauk U. The 
Mughals placed the northern part of Arakan under 
its administration and the Muslim population be-
came concentrated in northern Arakan.
Following the Konbaung Dynasty’s conquest of Ar-
akan in 1785, as many as 35,000 people of the Ra-
khine State fled to the neighbouring Chittagong 
region of British Bengal to escape persecution. But 
British policy encouraged Bengali inhabitants to 
migrate into the fertile valleys of Arakan. Professor 
Andrew Selth of Griffith University noted that most 
Rohingyas arrived with the British colonialists in the 
19th and 20th centuries. This was primarily due to 
the requirement of cheap labour from British India 
to work in the paddy fields. Although it boosted the 
colonial economy, local Arakanese bitterly resented. 
According to historian Clive J. Christie, “1938 saw 
riots specifically directed against the Indian Muslim 
community.”
During World War II, the Imperial Japanese Army 
invaded British-controlled Burma. The British forc-
es retreated and in the power vacuum left behind, 
considerable inter communal violence erupted. The 
British armed Muslims in northern Arakan in order 
to create a buffer zone to protect from a Japanese 
invasion. The Arakan massacres in 1942 involved 
communal violence between British-armed V Force 
Rohingya recruits and pro-Japanese Rakhines, po-
larizing the region along ethnic lines. The Japanese 
advance triggered an inter-communal conflict be-
tween Muslims and Buddhists.
The racial hatred gifted by the imperialist forces 
continued even after independence. This specially 
increased after the Burmese military coup in 1962 
and capturing of northern Arakan by the Burmese 
army. Successive Burmese governments have been 
accused of provoking riots led by Buddhist monks 
against ethnic minorities. The Rohingyas have faced 
military crackdowns in 1978, 1991–1992, 2012, 2015 
and 2016–2017. Thousands of Rohingyas fled their 
homes and sought refuge in neighbouring countries.
However, Minister of State for Home Affairs Kiren 
Rijiju recently informed the parliament that all Ro-
hingyas in India were “illegal immigrants” and the 
government was firm on deporting about 40,000 
Rohingya Muslims from India. Now it is up to us 
whether to carry the legacy of communalism and ra-
cial hatred gifted by the imperialist forces or to create 
a new world with a humane face. g
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SARDAR SAROVAR DAM: BOON OR 
BANE?

On 17th September, 2017, the PM of India in-
augurated the Sardar Sarovar Dam (SSD) on 
the Narmada. In spite of having a tumultu-

ous history of non-violent people’s resistance and a 
World Bank pullout of $450 million investment in 
1994, the dam has seen this day. The water from the 
dam is to be shared among Madhya Pradesh, Ma-
harashtra, Gujarat and Rajasthan. Starting from an 
initially decided water height of 80 m, it was gradu-
ally decided to be raised to 138.68 m on 17th June, 
2017, which will allow the maximum ‘usable storage’ 
of water. Official claim is that the project will pro-
vide irrigation facilities to 31.3 lac hectare of land, 
drinking water supply to 68 million people, installed 
capacity power of 1450 MW, etc. However, it has 
meant doom for many; the project is to be completed 
by filling a huge reservoir of 40,000 hectare, ousting 
244 villages and 1 town - partly or fully. These are 
areas with farmlands having standing crops, hous-
es, schools, clinics, temples, mosques, cattle and of 
course people.
Indian Institute of Public Administration conduct-
ed a detailed study of 54 Large Dams (LDs) and cal-
culated the average number of people displaced by 
each as 44,182. Taking a lower estimate of 30,000 for 
each of 3300 LDs gives a whopping 6.6 cr. people dis-
placed only for LDs. Quite naturally India is home 
to the largest internally displaced population in the 

world. 
A huge percentage of the displaced is tribal people 
(57.6% for SSD); include Dalits and the figure be-
comes obscene. The social identity of the displaced 
makes it further difficult for them to get what is their 
due as compensation. At the moment, most of the 
40,000 families (close to 1.5 lac people) in the sub-
mergence zone haven’t received rehabilitation (80% 
incomplete) as mandated by the Supreme Court. 
The gates have, however, been closed. Though Noam 
Chomsky, 21 Green Nobel Winners and 50 organiza-
tions among others wrote to the PM of India to pro-
vide complete rehabilitation before closing the gates, 
the appeals have fallen on deaf ears.
Morarji Desai, speaking at a public meeting in the 
submergence zone of the Pong Dam in 1961 said, 
“We will request you to move from your houses af-
ter the dam comes up. If you move it will be good. 
Otherwise we shall release the waters and drown you 
all.” This is precisely what has happened in this case.
The basic justification offered by the Gujarat govern-
ment for SSD was that there is no alternative source 
of water for the drought-prone areas of Kutch, Sau-
rashtra and north Gujarat. Interestingly, all the in-
complete canal network is in these very regions, 
while in the water-rich and politically-socially-eco-
nomically powerful central Gujarat region (exclud-
ing the eastern tribal belt) the canal network was 
completed long ago. This is a clear reflection of the 
power centers in the establishment and the sections 
of society for which they work.
With time it has been proven that big dams are not 
the panacea that they were once touted to be. They 
emit greenhouse gases due to the submergence of 
millions of trees upstream. There have been large 
scale dam removal projects in the US in recent times. 
In the last 30 years, 1000 dams have been destroyed 
considering the unsustainable and harmful effects 
of large dams. With the dams built in the Narmada, 
hardly any water flows into the sea which has started 
reclaiming the river in the last 40 km of its flow. The 
saline water has destroyed 10,000 hectares of agri-
cultural land and has made ground water unusable 
in those regions.
Himanshu Thakkar, the coordinator of South Asia 
Network on Dams, Rivers and People commented, 
“The best way to know if the project is a boon or 
bane would be through an independent review of the 
project. Such reviews happened at least twice, one set 
up by the World Bank, another by the Government 
of India. In both cases, the outcome was the same: 
the project in its current form should not go ahead. 
That answer was available about 25 years ago.” g
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BACHEGI BETI 
TABHI TO PADEGI BETI

It seems that Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s slo-
gan “Beti bachao, Beti padhao” has not reached 
his own Lok Sabha constituency, that is Uttar 

Pradesh’s Varanasi. On evening of 21st September a 
fine arts girl student from BHU was sexually molest-
ed by bike riding lumpens. It was not the first time 
that such incident took place in BHU, and as all the 
time, the administration who carried out a brahmin-
ical hegemony since long tried their best to suppress 
this issue. 
If we dig into the roots of the problem, in this regime, 
the top officials like VC appointed are more known 
for their service to RSS rather than research activ-
ities. It came as surprise to the students when the 
authorities restricted the 24 hours cyber library that 
has been started on campus by the previous adminis-
tration, as the VC believed that students used the fa-
cility to watch pornography. Girls’ hostel gates were 
to shut at 6 pm; they were not to use mobile phones 
after 8 pm; they would not be served non-vegetari-
an food in mess and the girls were forced to sign a 
statement declaring that they will not participate in 
any protest against the university, curtailing all kinds 
of democratic spaces for the students in the cam-
pus. The VC of BHU justified these rules saying they 
would make them “cultured”. On the other hand, the 
male students and the growing shakhas of RSS have 
been freed from any kind of restrictions.  
However, this time the girls decided to protest 
against the injustice and patriarchal dictates carry-
ing on since years in BHU rather than accept it as 
their fate. Next day on 22nd September girl students 
from BHU gathered and bombarded lanka gate with 
slogans for security, equality, justice and with slogans 

like “university hamari ho gayi khaap, baap re baap 
baap re baap”. They demanded the VC to meet and 
assure them of action against the culprits. Other de-
mands were lighting up of all the dark zones in the 
campus, continuous roundup of guards, relaxation 
of curfew timings for girls’ hostels, and gender sensi-
tization of administrative staff. Girls broke their hos-
tel curfew rules and under heavy presence of police 
force, PAC and para military force continued their 
movement at night. BHU main gate was occupied 
and banners of “UNSAFE BHU” and “bachegi beti 
tabhi to padegi beti” were hanged. It captured the 
nationwide attention of media and people and the 
authorities at all layers were at backfoot. Narendra 
Modi who was on a visit to Varanasi was forced to 
change the route. 
Next day the protest continued day long while the 
administration tried all methods to break it. Around 
11 PM at night, girls were brutally laathi charged by 
male police forces, use of tear gas and blank firing 
continued, injuring many. The campus turned into 
a war zone and stone pelting was done on both the 
sides. Curfew (article 144) was announced in the 
campus. On 24th September students were forced to 
vacate their hostels and go to for an early vacation 
without any travel bookings. Authoritarianism have 
crossed all their limits. The brutal state repression on 
progressive and democratic student movement like 
this raises question on the very structure of democ-
racy that the Indian constitution supposedly pro-
vides us. The patriarchal mindset of the authorities 
got brazen when answer to this protest was given by 
laathis rather than long term solutions of GSCASH 
(Gender Sensitization and Committee Against Sex-
ual Harassment). The laathi charge on girls was fol-
lowed by nationwide solidarity protests in different 
forms in various academic campuses exposing the 
authorities further.
The BHU campus like many other campuses includ-
ing IITs does not have a GSCASH which has been 
a longstanding demand of the students. There is a 
larger move by the MHRD to dismantle GSCASH all 
over the country, to be replaced by Internal Com-
plaint Committees which will have a sanitized and 
reduced mandate. GSCASH, is an independent and 
inclusive body with elected students, faculty and ap-
pointed expert representation, while ICC is appoint-
ed by administration and can easily be manipulated. 
This movement by brave girls of BHU which had 
shaken the patriarchal dictates of the authorities, 
have prompted other academic campuses to carry 
out struggles for women safety in academic campus-
es, of which GSCASH is an obvious answer. g
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Newton: The Great Indian Electoral Circus

Newton, a recent Indian movie that has trav-
elled to over 40 international film festivals 
potrays the central character Nutan Kumar 

(loved to be called Newton) to be so idealistic that 
he is ready to literally have his face rubbed in the dirt 
as long as he can fulfil his duty.  In a lovely tribute to 
the scientist who inspires the eponymous character’s 
name, Newton appears in the screen eating an apple 
and reading an election commission manual. He may 
not be generating brilliant ideas as the scientist did, 
but he sees merit in the ideas already laid on paper 
and keen to follow them to see great results in future. 
A photo of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar in his room gives 
some clues of his inspiration in this regard.
Eventually, this government clerk is sent of elec-
tion duty in conflict-ridden forest of Dandakaranya, 
which is under the control of the Maoists. The film 
beautifully projects the contradiction of Newton with 
a para-military commander Atma Singh who be-
lieves that the current status quo with all its friction 
shall prevail, and rather than being divine, the laws 
and democratic cover is just to run it smoothly.
The vivid pictorial description depicts the inhuman 
torture of the state forces on the villagers and the ex-
tent of terror can be realised from zero participation 
of people in first few hours of election. This appears 
to be very casual and regular for Atma Singh but it 
disturbs Newton as the zero turnout breaks his dream 
of free and fair election of the great democracy.
 A topsy-turvy reflection is noted as soon as the offi-
cials at the barren polling booth is informed about 
the visit of a foreign journalist along with the DIG of 
police. Atma Singh who was relaxing with his troops 
immediately pushed his troops to force local adivasis 
to the polling booth. The scenes exposing the behav-
ior of the troops with the people (just to push them 
to booth) precisely  justify the on-going violence in 

Dandakaranya. Another flavour of true democra-
cy was tasted when the local people decided to for-
ward their Patil (leader of adivasi clan) to Delhi as 
their representative rejecting all the candidates whose 
names echoed as of aliens to them. The fallacy of the 
system was crystal clear as there was no measure to 
incorporate him as their actual leader. The crux was 
aptly described by Atma Singh in his tone as he an-
nounced “Voting Machine Ek Khilona Jaisa Hai...Jo 
Pasand Aaye Achcha Lage Woh Button Daba Do”. 
As directed, the adivasis started playing with the toy 
and the journalists started glorifying the greatness of 
the Indian electoral system which could not ensure 
bread but a vote for its most oppressed section. New-
ton is one of the finest political satires in the last few 
of years of Bollywood. The international and national 
journalists with high-end camera and microphone 
covered the insane dance of democracy, but were un-
aware that they can see and capture only what they 
are shown because not many care to investigate once 
the elections are over. Even if they do the administra-
tion wouldn’t let them.
Newton noted the whole affair helplessly and his 
attempts to convey the anomalies of the procedure 
were consciously overlooked by the DIG. At last, in 
order to carry on with the voting further, Newton had 
to take up gun against the security forces and Atma 
Singh. This time the irony was that to ensure a basic 
right of voting granted by the constitution, a man of 
the system had to take up arms against the system.
Throughout the process of the election a local adivasi 
school teacher Malko Netam stayed with Newton and 
the team. It appeared as if she was present as a rep-
resentative of the adivasi community to watch what 
this democracy could offer them, and she probably 
got the answer, or maybe she already had the answers. 
The brilliance of the director Amit Masurkar lies in 
his skill to avoid much action; yet he shows the scale 
of violence that is rampant in the area.
The Indian Express rightly expreeses-“It’s rare that an 
Indian film uses dark comedy to make its points so 
effectively: in Newton we go from smiling to laugh-
ing outright even at its grimmest, because the film 
is light on its feet, and the tone is consistent right 
through- Who do the Dandakaranaya forests, with 
their vast mining reserves, now depleted by the ra-
pacity of greedy corporates, in tandem with corrupt, 
lazy government officials and complicit security forc-
es, belong to? The Adivasis who have lived there for 
centuries, or the state, who owns us all? And even 
more importantly, just what does being a citizen of a 
democracy mean, on paper, and the way it plays out 
in real life.” g
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Reader’s Opinion:  This is a contributory article from 
our friend Sourav for this issue of Spark.

DISSENT IN CAMPUSS

The curious case of a Jamia Millia Islamia re-
search scholar, Dhrupadi Ghosh, has drawn 
attention of the research community as the 

institute allegedly cancels her PhD registration due 
to mere ‘technical reason’. On the other hand, the al-
leged student pointed out that she has been victim-
ized as she was involved in campus activism. 
It has been several occasion when few fellow batch-
mates advise and remind me that we, the students, 
are here in the educational institutions for studying, 
not for participating in “some stupid protest rally” 
against the authoritarian attitude  of institution au-
thority or against the state. This is nothing but mere 
difference of perspectives, though they are located 
poles apart. It differs with the definition of education 
which to me includes the potential to understand the 
society and react accordingly or to secure the right to 
question the authority whenever needed. 
From ancient times in India, traditional practice of 
intellect and knowledge emphasized on confusions, 
quest and argument. There are several examples of 
it even within the Hindu scripts. The famous ‘Katha 
Upanishad’ was written on the basis of questions 
and confusions of young Nachiketa and the reply of 
Yama. In Brihadaranyaka Upanishad, the position of 
a vidushi women in the society can be realized when 

Gargi threw the questions towards Yajnavalkya. The 
underlying essence of these types of Vedic texts is 
finding the common truth by arguments. Amartya 
Sen, in his book The Argumentative Indian, wrote’ 
“In the history of public reasoning in India, consid-
erable credit must be given to the early Indian Bud-
dhists, who had a great commitment to discussions 
as a means of social progress.”
This tradition of questioning is challenged in recent 
times and it can go to such an extent that a vice-chan-
cellor Jagadesh Kumar of a progressive JNU campus 
can want a tank within an academic institute. Is it to 
remind the incident of Tiananmen square? Do they 
want curious students or a bunch of regimented sol-
diers from the university?  
Any democratic mind can expect that the higher ed-
ucational institutes will excel not only by champion-
ing the good academic records but also they should 
flourish as excellent centers of rational thinking with 
freedom of expression. Au contraire, in the name of 
‘tradition’, ridiculous gender and caste discrimina-
tion still exist in the hostels of Benaras Hindu Uni-
versity (BHU) in present era of artificial intelligence. 
At the time of admission, the female students have 
to sign in an undertaking, which says they could not 
attend any kind of dharna or agitation against the 
institute authority. These impractical impositions 
not only curb the freedom of expression, but stand 
against basic human rights too. 
As a representative of student community, we wish 
that every campus should ensure freedom of ex-
pression, letting a hundred flowers blossom and a 
hundred schools of thought contend. This can be 
the only policy for promoting the progress of the 
arts and the sciences and a flourishing culture in 
our land. Students should not be discriminated on 
the basis of religion, caste, creed or economy. A uni-
versity or any higher educational campus will be an 
ideal place for practicing brain storming debates 
and a student would not be thrashed or rusticated 
for pointing out the fallacy or mal functioning of the 
authority or the state. These are fundamental right of 
a student as a citizen of our country that our consti-
tution promised to ensure. But, when basic rights of 
constitution are denied, the only way left is to come 
to streets.  The paradigm shifting power of a united 
and well-educated student community is a well prov-
en fact and has several great examples in the history 
of social transformation. It is the academic campuses 
around the country, who would always take the re-
sponsibility to raise the voice on behalf of the society 
and on behalf its people in every anti-people issue to 
build a better nation. g 
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1. West Bengal 73.0%
Use of Medicated Sanitary Napkins in 

Urban Areas (Statewise)
Age Group: 15-24 Years 

2. Orissa 70.0%

3. Andhra Pradesh 77.6%

4. Tamilnadu 93.5%

5. Kerala 91.7%

6. Karnataka 81.6%

7. Telengana 86.7%

8. Maharashtra 77.0%

9. Goa 94.1% 

10. Gujrat 70.0%

11. Rajsthan 78.8%

12. Madhya Pradesh 65.4%

13. Chattishgarh 72.7%

14. Uttar Pradesh 68.6%

15. Bihar 55.6%

16. Jharkhand 77.2%

17. Uttarakhand 78.9%

18. Himachal Pradesh 90.0%

19. Haryana 82.5%

20. Delhi 90.3%

21. Punjab 91.2%

22. Jammu & Kashmir 85.0%

23. Sikkim 92.7%

24. Arunachal Pradesh 78.6%

25. Assam 70.8%

26. Nagaland 82.0%

27. Manipur 80.5%

28. Mizoram 96.3%

29. Tripura 56.5%

30. Meghalaya 85.2% 31. Andaman & Nicobar 31.8%
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1. West Bengal 47.6%
Use of Medicated Sanitary Napkins in 

Rural Areas (Statewise)
Age Group:15-24 Years 

2. Orissa 42.8%

3. Andhra Pradesh 63.0%

4. Tamilnadu 89.5%

5. Kerala 88.5%

6. Karnataka 62.1%

7. Telengana 67.2%

8. Maharashtra 55.7%

9. Goa 81.7% 

10. Gujrat 53.5%

11. Rajsthan 47.9%

12. Madhya Pradesh 26.4%

13. Chattishgarh 39.4%

14. Uttar Pradesh 39.9%

15. Bihar 27.3%

16. Jharkhand 39.4%

17. Uttarakhand 65.0%

18. Himachal Pradesh 83.7%

19. Haryana 75.9%

20. Delhi 0.0%

21. Punjab 80.7%

22. Jammu & Kashmir 60.2%

23. Sikkim 80.8%

24. Arunachal Pradesh 71.1%

25. Assam 47.6%

26. Nagaland 66.1%

27. Manipur 73.3%

28. Mizoram 88.6%

29. Tripura 38.6%

30. Meghalaya 57.1% 31. Andaman & Nicobar 87.9%
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HEALTH STATUS OF INDIA’S DAUGHETERS



AN APPEAL
TO TEACHERS

from a school principal 
who survived the Nazi camp

A school principal who survived the Nazi 
camp, wrote, “I am a survivor of a concen-
tration camp. My eyes saw what no person 
should witness. Gas chambers built by 
learned engineers. Children poisoned by 
educated physicians. Infants killed by 
trained nurses. Women and babies shot 
and killed by high school and college 
graduates. So, I’m suspicious of educa-
tion. My request is, help your students to 
be human. Your efforts must never produce 
learned monsters, skilled psychopaths, or 
educated maniacs. Reading and writing 
and spelling and history and arithmatic 
are only important if they serve to make 
our students more human.”  
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