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MOHAMMAD AFRAZUL’S MURDER: 
ANOTHER ATTACK BY EXTREMISTS

O
n December 6, 2017, the 25th anniversary of 
Babri Mosque demolition by right wing Hin-
dutva extremists, a 48 year old Muslim lab-

orer, Mohammed Afrazul from, Malda, West Bengal 
was hacked at Rajsamand in Rajasthan. He was later 
burnt alive by the accused. The accused, identified 
as Shambu Lal Raigar, is seen in the videos ranting 
against “love jihad”, a term used by sections of Hin-
dutva activists to describe marriages between Hin-
du women and Muslim men, who they claim seek to 
propagate Islam.
 It is not only condemnable but also shameful 
that Union minister Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi instead of 
condemning the crime, busy in calling this just as a 
“criminal incident” and not a case of “love jihad”.
 Police confirmed that the accused Raigar pro-
lifically exchanged hate messages and videos against 
Muslims on social media sites and was influenced by 
propaganda material circulated by Hindutva right-
wing organizations. According to sources in the media 
houses, Raigar had claimed that he brought a woman 
back who had eloped with the victim to West Bengal. 

He told reporters that the victim ran away with a girl 
of his colony whom he knew from childhood. There 
has been no evidence to prove his claim.
 Love between two adults is a personal affair. 
The fundamentalists of any religion have no right to 
interfere with it. But, the Hindutva communal forc-
es have for long been trying to construct the notion 
that the Muslim men are hatching a conspiracy to trap 
Hindu women. Apart from communal agenda, this 
perception also shows the deep patriarchal attitude of 
RSS and its offshoots towards women and their 
choices. 
 The crimes against Mulsims, Dalits and        
Adivasis, who constitute 39.4% of India’s population 
(according to 2011 Census) are rising since Narendra 
Modi became the Prime Minister. For instance, ac-
cording to IndiaSpend, 86% killed in cow-related vio-
lence since 2010 are Muslims followed by Dalits. 97% 
of those attacks happened after 2014 and is highest 
in 2017. It cannot be a mere coincidence but a well-
planned conspiracy of the on-going fascist regime. 
The clean chit to the accused in Pehlu Khan’s lynch-
ing, the filmed murder of Afrazul, etc. all show that 
right-wing mobs are roaming around and killing in-
nocent people with a sense of impunity. Afrazul’s kill-
ing may get dismissed for being a case of “love jihad”. 
The accused juvenile in this case who shot the video is 
an indictment that the Hindutva forces, mainstream 
and social media controlled by the fascist regime have 
succeed to poison the mind of few youths.
 It is only natural that these kinds of hate crimes 
are increasing in India given the increasing influence 
of the narrow view of India that is held by the Sangh 
– a view that denies Muslims, Dalits, Adivasis, etc. as 
rightful claimants to this land. What kind of message 
do you think is sent to these fanatics when the rul-
ing dispensation promotes this kind of a view – when 
Central minister Mahesh Sharma applauds the killers 
of Akhlaq, when Yogi Adityanath’s aide in his pres-
ence encourages Hindu men to dig Muslim women 
from their graves and rape them, when ministers ask 
Hindu men to beat up Muslim men whenever they 
find them with Hindu girls; the list is endless.
 Since 2014, it seems that Muslims, Dalits and 
Adivasi are not really seen as human beings. Do we 
want a country where people are beaten up or killed 
because of their faith, or because of their food habits, 
or of the trade that they follow or may be because of 
the person they consensually choose to marry? Let us 
come together to defeat the growing influence of the 
communal forces to protect and uphold the rich, sec-
ular and human tradition of this country before it is 
too late.
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GUJARAT MODEL: THE REAL STORY

T
he cornerstone of Narendra Modi’s and the 
Bharatiya Janata Party’s campaign for the 2014 
Lok Sabha elections is that the United Progres-

sive Alliance (UPA) has ruined the Indian economy 
and the BJP led by Modi will make it boom by prac-
ticing the mega publicised “Gujarat model”.  Isn’t it 
perplexing, then, that Modi, who by no means can 
be described as modest, is not fighting the Gujarat 
elections in 2017 on that same record? The answer is 
obvious- Narendra Modi’s famed model of economic 
growth has only exacerbated the disasters wrought by 
the neoliberal economics of UPA.
 The average GDP growth rate in Gujarat over 
the past ten years has been above the national average, 
but in line with the growth rates of comparable large 
states like Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu and Delhi. Gu-
jarat’s growth has been achieved at the cost of hand-
ing over complete control over the economy to cor-
porates, and wholesale privatization. The key sectors 
traditionally held to be the preserve of the state such 
as ports, roads, rail and power have been handed over 
to corporate capital. Employment growth in manu-
facturing and services turned negative in the last five 
years. The Modi administration’s loyalty to corporates 
can be judged by two examples. One is the staggering 
subsidies offered to Tata for its Nano plant and other 
projects. Against an investment of 2900 crores, Tata 
received a loan of 9570 crores at 0.1% interest, to be 
paid back on a monthly basis after 20 years, in addi-
tion to land at much below market rates, with stamp 
duty, registration charges and electricity paid for by 
the state. All the rules were bent to provide Adani 
with a power supply contract costing the state of Gu-
jarat an excess Rs 23,625 crores over 25 years, and 
other companies, including Reliance Industries and 
Essar Steel were extended similar favors. 
 On other side, huge swathes of land allocat-
ed to corporates have displaced lakhs of farmers, 
fishermen, pastoralists, agricultural workers, Dalits 
and Adivasis. During Modi’s tenure, 16,000 workers, 

farmers and farm labourers had committed suicide 
due to economic distress by 2011. Thousands of acres 
of land have been allotted and granted to Dalits all 
over Gujarat in paper, but physical possession is not 
reported. The land which has been given to Dalits is 
occupied by dominant castes and not a single case has 
been registered for this offence under the SC/ST Pre-
vention of Atrocities Act, 1989. There are more than 
100,000 sanitation workers in rural Gujarat who are 
Dalits and are denied minimum wages. Gujarat has 
the highest prevalence of hunger and lowest human 
development indices among states with comparable 
per capita income, its implementation of NREGA is 
the worst among large states, and Muslims, “in par-
ticular, fare poorly on parameters of poverty, hunger, 
education and vulnerability on security issues”.
 Refuting Modi’s claim that the high level of 
malnutrition in Gujarat is a consequence of vegetari-
anism, an eminent scholar has pointed out that the real 
reasons are extremely low wage rates, malfunctioning 
of nutrition schemes, lack of potable water supplies, 
and lack of sanitation. The state ranks 10th in the use 
of toilets, with more than 65% of households defecat-
ing in the open, with resulting high levels of jaundice, 
diarrhoea, malaria and other diseases. Still the Prime 
Minister keeps on whistling and twittering the tune of 
Swachh Bharat Mission. The Gujarat growth pattern 
relies on indebtedness. The state’s debt increased from 
Rs 45,301 crore in 2002 to Rs. 1,38,978 crore in 2013. 
In terms of per capita indebtedness, the situation is 
even more worrying, given the size of the state: each 
Gujarati carries a debt of Rs 23,163 if the population 
is taken to be 60 million.
 The PM who dreams of a corruption-free In-
dia by 2022 fought tooth and nail (spending Rs 45 
crores in Supreme Court) against the appointment at 
the post of Lokayukta (corruption watchdog) which 
was not filled for ten years since 2003. The scale of 
corruption in Gujarat is stupendous, and those who 
campaign against it have not fared well. With only 5% 
of India’s population, 22% of the murders and 20% of 
the assaults of RTI activists in recent years have oc-
curred in Gujarat. 
 For years the BJP, Modi, the corporates which 
support him and the media they control have bom-
barded us relentlessly with propaganda and lies about 
“the shining success of vibrant Gujarat”. The econom-
ic model that the NDA is promoting is having cata-
strophic consequences for the Indian economy. In 
reality, we find that the UPA regime suffered from the 
same problems as other neoliberal regimes. So it’s a 
high time to reject the neo-liberal agenda and opt for 
a self-reliant economy of the indigenous people.
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U.S. ROLE IN THE ISRAELI-PALESTINIAN 

CONFLICT 

T
he decision of US President Donald Trump to 
recognize Jerusalem as the capital of Israel has 
generated a series of reactions in Palestine and 

around the world. The decision has been condemned 
by most of the countries and the people around the 
world. This recognition reveals the US open partner-
ship in the Zionist crimes against Palestinians. From 
Syria to Indonesia, Germany to Northern Africa, pro-
testors headed to the streets to denounce Trump’s de-
cision. Security forces fired tear gas at protesters near 
the US Embassy in Lebanon’s capital, Beirut, during 
a demonstration against the US decision. As clash-
es continued six days after Trump’s announcement, 
the Palestinian Red Crescent said that it had provid-
ed medical assistance to over 1,795 people across the 
West Bank, Gaza Strip and East Jerusalem. The Unit-
ed Nations Security Council is due to vote on a draft 
resolution calling for the withdrawal of US President 
Donald Trump’s decision to recognise Jerusalem as 
the capital of Israel. A mass demonstration was held 
outside the US embassy in Jakarta to protest the US 
decision to recognise Jerusalem as Israel’s capital. 
Muslim clerics in Indonesia called for a boycott of US 
products as part of the protest. Similar scenes were 
witnessed in Turkey and Pakistan. Thousands of peo-
ple also demonstrated on Sunday in the Turkish cap-
ital of Ankara and the Pakistani city of Karachi in a 
show of solidarity with the Palestinians.
Trump’s move marks intensification of the already 
deep contradictions which have engulfed the Mid-
dle-East. Long suffering Palestinians are being further 
trampled under feet in the drive of US-Israel-Saudis 
to dominate the region. They have been trying to force 
Palestinians to come to an agreement with Israel giv-
ing their national rights and forgoing their national 
aspirations. On one hand, they want to force a settle-
ment to intensify their war efforts to dominate the re-
gion which is largest supplier of petroleum products. 

On the other hand, they wish to crush the Struggle for 
National Self-Determination of the Palestinian peo-
ple.
The development of the Palestinian national move-
ment can be traced back at least to the beginning of the 
twentieth century, when the crumbling Ottoman Em-
pire gave rise to the territorial expansion of the West-
ern imperialist powers -- including France, Britain 
and later the United States. This occupation of Arab 
territories by the Western powers intensified with the 
creation of the State of Israel on Palestinian lands at 
mid-century. The Zionist oppression of the Palestini-
an people in Israel, their forced expulsion from their 
homeland to neighboring Arab states as refugees, and 
their harsh treatment by the Zionist state in the occu-
pied territories of Gaza and the West Bank during the 
1970s and 1980s have given rise to a strong sense of 
national identity and to a struggle for national inde-
pendence.
It is true that Islamic forces have influenced the politics 
of Palestinian nationalism throughout its struggle for 
independence largely by giving it impetus and direc-
tion, in confrontation with the Zionists. To cite some 
examples: the incidents of 1920, the Wailing Wall In-
cident of 1929, the 1936 Arab Revolt, the 1948 war, the 
1987 Intifada and the role of Hamas and Islamic Jihad 
in the current AI-Aqsa Intifada. Regardless of secular 
tendencies within the Palestinian national movement, 
the Islamic dimension has been a potent factor in the 
struggle for independence and has dramatically im-
pacted the structure and substance of the Palestinian 
conception of their national identity. 
It is interesting to note that Turkey, a firm ally of the 
US and member of NATO, has already warned the 
US about hasty recognition of Jerusalem. But still, the 
Modi government maintains its loyalty to US by main-
taining silence in the issue. It is not astonishing as In-
dia and Israel have been the strategic partners for quite 
a long time and both the UPA and NDA governments 
have maintained a token relationship with Palestini-
ans. Initially, on April 2016, India had supported the 
resolution sponsored by Arab countries that endorsed 
the Palestinian position on Jerusalem. However, in 
October 2016 and May 2017, when the resolution 
came up again, India abstained. On November 29, 
2017, observed by the UN as the International Day of 
Solidarity with the Palestinian People, Modi reiterated 
his support for a Palestinian state, but significantly did 
not mention East Jerusalem being the capital of an in-
dependent Palestinian state. The silence and reversal 
position of Modi government makes it clear that India 
is likely to back the Israeli demand for Jerusalem at a 
later stage.
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DEATH OF LABOUR: A PRESENT SCENARIO

T
he recent death of 32 workers and grievous 
injuries to another 100 in a major public sec-
tor thermal power plant NTPC in Unchahar, 

Raebareli district, Uttar Pradesh, on 1 November has 
again brought the safety of workers under question. 
The early report has spotted gross violations of safety 
norms. Most of the victims were migrant day laborers 
who are employed in hundreds at contract. They are 
paid about Rs. 200 per day and are compelled to work 
in the power plants in spite of knowing the risks and 
dangers associated with it.
 The practice of employing subcontracted mi-
grant workers helps employers to minimize their li-
abilities to a smaller number of permanent workers 
who are covered under labor laws, while much of the 
work, often the more hazardous tasks, are farmed out 
to contractors who employ casual workers, often on 
daily wages. These workers have no health insurance 
in the event of accidents or exposure to hazards. 
 Today, as an effect of Libralization Privatiza-
tion and Globalisation (LPG), under the excuse of en-
hancing the “ease of doing business,” the safety laws 
are being deliberately diluted in many states. Since 
2014, there have been proposed amendments to var-
ious labor laws. In the name of ending “inspector raj”, 
even the Indian Boiler Regulations, 1950 that required 
inspection and certification by the Central Boilers 
Board, have been changed to permit self-certification. 
Furthermore, there are proposals to dilute laws gov-

erning contract labour that will facilitate the use of 
casual labour for the more hazardous jobs, as in Un-
chahar. Under the existing law, the NTPC as the prin-
ciple employer can be held liable for all workers, per-
manent and contract. However, if amendments to the 
contract labor law are enacted, this will act to the det-
riment of the rights of contract workers.
 The Modi government has also brought in 
rules restricting labor inspections, thereby violating 
Article 81 of the International Labour Organization 
(ILO) to which India is a signatory. It has introduced 
the Shram Suvidha Portal that permits employers to 
“self-certify” compliance to 16 central labor laws. Such 
“self-certification” has been seen earlier to be fraudu-
lent. 
 The official statistics suggest there were 4,275 
documented fatalities in Indian factories between 
2010 and 2012. It should be kept in mind that figures 
for number of deaths have always been under-report-
ed. Analysts say that the actual numbers could be at 
least ten times higher if the accidents in the unorgan-
ised manufacturing sector are counted. The official fig-
ures from India’s mines say that between Jan and June 
2016, a death has occurred every third day, the actual 
numbers of accidents or fatalities are estimated to be 
much higher by the experts. A study by NDTV con-
servatively claims that there were around 1,092 deaths 
and 377 worker injuries between 2013 and 2016 in the 
construction sector.
 Even elite institutes like IITs have also not been 
safe places for the construction workers. Recently in 
the month of August, three construction worker died 
by falling from 80 feet height of an under construction 
building. A short fact finding by the Ambedkar Bhagat 
Singh Study Circle team shows gross violations of safe-
ty measures. The co-workers reported that there were 
no safety training for this project and the workers were 
instructed by the contractor to avoid using safety belts 
while working at height as it would lessen their speed 
of work. An RTI response received by NDTV exposes 
that 60 % of the deaths of the construction workers 
was due to fall from a height between 2013 and 2016.
 On the other hand, according to ILO, the 
number of unemployed people in India is expected to 
rise by 2 lakh in 2018. With the advent of neoliberal 
policies, at one end the unemployment rate is increas-
ing and on the other end the safety and security for 
the workers are at stake. Continuous increase of cheap 
labour exploitation in third world nations has been 
chosen as an important tactic by the global capital to 
recover from its crisis, thus making anti LPG struggles 
as a mandatory affair for the working masses to stay 
alive with dignity.
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DEMOCRACY IN INDIA: THE 

OVER-REPRESENTATION OF MINORITIES IN 

PRISONS 

T
he data released by the National Crime Records 
Bureau (NCRB) on Prison Statistics India show 
that the percentage of inmates from the minor-

ity communities in India – especially Muslims, Dalits 
and Adivasis– is disproportionately higher than their 
share in total population and make up more than half 
the prison population in the country (see Table 1). 
This is true at the state level also. Gujarat and Mahar-
ashtra have a higher representation of all minorities in 
their prisons.

Table 1: Percentage share of various communities (all India) in 

Total Population and Prison Population

Commu-
nity

2001 2011

% Total 
Population

% prison 

population

% total 
population

% prison 
population

Hindu 80.46 68.10 79.80 70.82

Muslim 13.43 21.90 14.23 20.13

Christian 2.34 3.80 2.30 3.46

Sikh 1.87 3.36 1.72 3.99

SC 16.20 25.72 16.63 22.11

ST 8.20 13.28 8.63 13.47

Often, the plight of minorities is explained by refer-
ring to their “backwardness”. The “backwardness” of 
Adivasis and Dalits is mainly attributed to economic, 
socio-political and governmental variables, whereas, 
the “backwardness” of Muslims is often traced to their 
religious-cultural outlook. Attributing incarceration 
of minorities to their religion or culture overlooks that 
even Hindus are over-represented in states in which 

they are the minority. For instance, their percentage 
in the prison population is higher in states such as 
Meghalaya, Mizoram, and Nagaland where STs are in 
a majority. Likewise, in Lakshadweep and Jammu and 
Kashmir, where Muslims form a majority, the percent-
age of Hindus in the prison population is higher than 
their percentage in the total population.
Most experts say that this disturbing trend is not be-
cause Muslims, Dalits and Adivasis commit more 
crimes. Rather, it arises because they are economically 
and socially under-privileged, unable to fight costly 
cases or pay for bail, and even targeted with false cases. 
A report on Muslim prisoners in Maharashtra jails by 
the Tata Institute of Social Sciences (TISS) establishes 
that most of them do not have connections with crim-
inal gangs, and points to an acute bias of the police for 
arresting them in some cases only because they belong 
to a particular community. This is also ratified by the 
fact that 7 out of every 10 prison inmates are undertri-
als, or non-convicts.  Of these, about 40% spend on an 
average of six months in jail before being released. The 
situation of Muslims is even grimmer as three-quar-
ters of Muslim inmates are non-convict. Also, 70% of 
the convicts are illiterate or have studied only below 
class tenth. Overall 28.5% of undertrials in the coun-
try are illiterate.
However, a disproportionate representation of minor-
ities in jail is common to the so called Western and 
Indian democracy (see Table 2).

Table 2: Percentage share of minorities in Total and Prison 

Population in Western Democracies

Country Year Minorities % Total 
Population

% Prison 
Population

England 
and Wales

2016 Muslim 5.6 14.6

Black 3.7 12.2

US 2014 Black 13.2 35.8

Hispanic 17.4 21.6

Canada 2014 Aboriginal 3.0 21.0

Australia 2015 Aboriginal 3.0 27.4

France 2016 Muslim 9.6 60.0

Many scholars stress that warehousing of “criminals” 
is not about the crime, but about the matrix of politi-
cal, economic and industrial actors, and media corpo-
rations, which sustain prisons to secure the auto-im-
munity of the political order that produces prisoners. 
Punitiveness is constitutive of capitalist democracy, 
hence, sometimes called “punishing democracy” or 
“penal democracy”. The problem of biasness against 
minorities (not merely numerical, but signifies in-
equality and inferiority) and underprivileged is in-
grained in capitalist structure, and therefore, India is 
not an exception.
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FARMERS’ PROTEST IN NEW DELHI

O
n 20th and 21st November, 2017, more than 
3 lakh farmers from all over the country par-
ticipated in a protest in the national capital 

under the leadership of All India Kisan Sangharsh 
Coordination Committee (AIKSCC), a coalition of 
184 farmer unions. The 2 primary demands were (i) 
fair and remunerative prices for the farmers’ produce 
and (ii) freedom from debt through an institutional 
mechanism including a complete immediate farm 
loan waiver. 
 The legitimacy of the demands may be 
understood if we look at the following 2 facts:  
(i) The Swaminathan Commission, a body consti-
tuted by the Government of India (GoI), recom-
mended that the minimum support price of crops 
should be at least 50% more than the weighted av-
erage cost of production. The single largest party at 
the Centre also promised the people of this coun-
try in their manifesto that they would implement 
this recommendation if they are voted to power.  
(ii) The GoI each year provides lakhs of crores of ru-
pees as concessions and exemptions to individuals 
and businesses. To give an example, in FY 2015-2016 

the amount was INR 6.1 lakh crore (as available from 
Statement of Foregone Revenues, Budget 2015-2016 
issued by GoI) whereas up to June, 2017 the amount 
of agricultural loans stood at INR 3.1 lakh crores only. 
This should be analyzed keeping this fact in mind that 
the concessions and exemptions benefit primarily a 
handful of people (corporate owners). 
 Over the last 25 years, agriculture has been 
rendered an increasingly unprofitable economic ac-
tivity. While input costs, including the costs of seeds 
and other raw materials, have enormously increased, 
the prices of agricultural output have fallen on an in-
flation adjusted basis. This is the direct outcome of 
gradual government withdrawal from the farm sec-
tor, withdrawal of subsidies, de-regulation of prices 
of agricultural produce, allowing the ‘free market’ 
to decide the price, etc. Interestingly, all these were 
part of the prescription of the Washington Consen-
sus, which was shoved down India’s throat during the 
crisis of 1991 in the name of ‘reform’ to encourage the 
unbridled exploitation of the masses of this country 
by global capital. 
 The only objective of the system of liberali-
zation, privatization, globalization (LPG) has been 
to maximize profits for the corporates by providing 
them easy access to natural resources, human re-
sources and markets; and all this is happening at the 
cost of the poorest people of this country. The follow-
ing observation reiterates this fact: Though 1 farmer 
commits suicide every half an hour in this country 
(according to NCRB data), the other actors involved 
in the value stream continue to be profitable. In the 
upstream, the manufacturers of pesticides, fertilizers, 
seeds, etc. continue to make huge profits. Similarly, in 
the downstream, the distributors, retailers, etc, con-
tinue to swell their bottom-line. 
 Though the demands of the recent farmers’ 
protest in New Delhi are legitimate, the prescription 
reflects only a myopic view of the understanding of 
the problem. It would be sheer naivety to look at the 
farmers’ distress on a piecemeal basis. It is just anoth-
er cog in the wheel of neoliberalism that has engulfed 
the country. The act of creating and perpetrating these 
policies should be considered acts of terrorism (as it is 
killing thousands of farmers every month) and should 
be taken very seriously.
 A complete paradigm shift is required in the 
way the economy is structured to bring freedom to 
the toiling masses of this country. As conscious and 
responsible citizens of this country it is our duty and 
moral obligation that we stand up against these forc-
es that prevent this freedom and want to socialize the 
costs and risks while privatizing the profits.
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