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ATTACKS ON DALITS IN KOREGAON: 
THE NEO-PESHWAS’ REGIME

Th b

RSS/BJP continued to convey their politics of tyranny and
hatred by brutally attacking the 200th anniversary rally of
Bhima Koregaon in broad daylight. The level of atrocities
on Dalits has risen from 27 070 in 2006 to 47 064 in 2014The year 2018 at its very beginning

witnessed the attack of Hindu fascist forces on Dalits,
Muslims, Christians and Bahujans who gathered at Bhima
Koregoan and surrounding villages near Pune in
Maharashtra to commemorate the 200th anniversary of
the Battle of Koregoan. Upper caste Hindutva outfits like
the Akhil Bhartiya Brahmin Mahasabha, the Hindu Ekta
Aghadi, Shiv Pratishthan and the Rashtriya Ekatmata

on Dalits has risen from 27,070 in 2006 to 47,064 in 2014
(these are only the registered cases).

In the post Bhima Koregaon violence, the
Maharasthra police are targeting Dalits across
Maharashtra instead of arresting those involved in
terrorising the oppressed community. Most arrests in
Mumbai were from the slums of Chembur, Deonar,
Vikroli and Powai where people from Dalit Bahujan
communities are dwelling In January 6 a 15 year old boyRashtra Abhiyan had been opposing this celebration as

being “anti‐national” and, as was expected, mobilised a
planned attack on the same. Thousands of Dalits had
gathered at the war memorial when individuals with
saffron flags torched vehicles and pelted stones. The
right‐wing forces were damaging vehicles that had
stickers of Jai Bhim or of Bhima Koregoan Shourya Gatha
Divas. Twenty‐eight‐year‐old Rahul Fatangale died in the
i l d l h i j d Th li d

communities are dwelling. In January 6, a 15‐year‐old boy
was picked up by Chembur police for “unlawfully
assembling on the street”, “rioting” and the most serious
of all – “voluntarily causing grievous hurt to any person
being a public servant in the discharge of his duty”.
Similar cases of arrests of Dalit youth and kids have been
recorded in the last few days. In Mumbai alone, close to
300 persons, all belonging to Bahujan communities have
been arrested The Directorate General of the Police’sviolence and several others were injured. The police and

the state central rapid force did not deploy enough
strength even though lakhs of people had gathered to
celebrate the event and passively supported the attack.

The Battle of Bhima Koregaon (the last
Anglo‐Maratha war) was projected by Ambedkar as the
battle of Mahar soldiers against the caste oppression in
Peshwa rule. The Mahars who were considered
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been arrested. The Directorate General of the Police s
control room confirmed a total of 502 FIRs have been
registered across Maharashtra in the aftermath of the
Bhima Koregaon violence. Besides being a part of
unlawful assembly, many of them have been booked
under serious, non‐bailable charges such as vandalism
and attempt to murder. It is clear that most of them are
trumped‐up charges and the purpose is not only to
convict them, but to instill terror in their minds. Dalit and

untouchables, were made to tie brooms at their waists to
sweep the dust of their footprints, and pots at their necks
to collect their own spit. The caste extremely tortured by
the Peshwas got recruited in the British Army as a refuge
out of their intolerable poverty and social oppression,
fought valiantly and the victory no doubt marked the firm
hold of the British Empire in India. But the war was one
between the two rulers and the East India Company, for
it i i l t di i t t l ft h t

co ct t e , but to st te o t e ds a t a d
Bahujans commonly get criminalized during such violent
incidents in this Brahminical justice system and these
cases end up criminalizing the community en masse.

Post 2014, the Modi government has
intensified attacks on Dalits, Adivasis and Muslims in
order to pursue the agenda of the Hindutva brigade and
serve the imperialist forces to loot the natural resources
and cheap labour of our nation. Ambedkar Bhagat Singhits own imperial trading interests left no chance to

exploit the oppressed for their own class interest. The
last 70 years (since British left India) witnessed the same
social exclusion and exploitation of Dalits and other
minorities by Brahminical Indian ruling class and the
Hindutva outfits under the patronage of the ruling

and cheap labour of our nation. Ambedkar Bhagat Singh
Study Circle expresses it soliditary with the struggling
Dalits of Maharasthra and feels it’s imperative to
strengthen the struggle against Hindutva fascism to pave
the way for a just and democratic society.
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FRDI BILL: A SYSTEMATIC 
SOCIALIZATION OF CORPORATE RISK

Th Fi i l R l ti d D it

The impact of FRDI Bill, if it is made into a
law, would be huge on co‐operative banks. The co‐
operative banks were developed with an idea of catering
marginalized people of this country It often happens thatThe Financial Resolution and Deposit

Insurance (FRDI) Bill has been introduced in the Lok
Sabha in August 2017 and is supposed to be discussed by
a Joint Parliamentary Session in the winter session. The
bill seeks to establish an all‐encompassing Resolution
Corporation (RC), which will have powers to acquire and
transfer the assets or even liquidate any financial service
provider in the case of its probable failure—be it a
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marginalized people of this country. It often happens that
the state government or NABARD injects capital into
those banks or refinances them to keep them afloat.
Under the new legal regime, the financially stressed bank
would come under the control of the RC, which would
decide whether to merge, close, liquidate or take any
other measure.

The financial crisis of 2008 has been one
of the most significant crises that capitalism has faced incommercial, regional or cooperative bank, an insurance

company, a payment system operator, a non‐banking
financial company (NBFC), a mutual or pension fund, or a
securities firm. The FRDI Bill also seeks to repeal the
Deposit Insurance and Credit Guarantee Corporation
(DICGC) Act, 1961 and delegate to the RC, the powers of
insuring deposits, collecting premium, and compensating
depositors of an insured service provider in case of
li id ti A di t th Fi i l St bilit R t b

of the most significant crises that capitalism has faced in
last 100 years. It resulted in massive usage of taxpayers’
money to bailout banks. Apart from $700 billion that the
US Treasury spent to bailout banks, another $16.8 trillion
was committed by the US government to banks and
other corporations. To protect big banks from such
failure in future, the Financial Stability Board (FSB) was
created. Apart from the US Treasury, US SEC, World
Bank IMF OECD the G20 countries are its membersliquidation. According to the Financial Stability Report by

the Reserve Bank of India, as of 31 March 2015, 92.3% of
all accounts in India were fully protected which might be
changed if the FRDI Bill has its way.

The FRDI Bill further empowers the
Corporation to ‘bail‐in’ the company. While a bail‐out is
the use of public funds to inject capital into an ailing
company, a bail‐in involves the use of depositors’ funds
t hi th d Thi b d ith b

Bank, IMF, OECD, the G20 countries are its members.
The concept of ‘bail‐in’ made its

appearance in a consultative paper of the FSB in July
2011. The proposal (echoed in a RBI report of May 2014)
was ratified at the Brisbane G20 in November 2014. The
exact wordings of the Key Attributes of Effective
Resolution Regimes for Financial Institutions have been
copied in the FRDI Bill. The governments instead of
putting greater checks and controls on easy lending toto achieve those ends. This can be done either by

cancelling the bank’s liabilities, or converting them into
other forms, such as equity. That means, to avoid a crisis,
your fixed deposit of three years can be extended to 6
years, so that the bank has adequate funds to continue
lending. Under the new law, there is a possibility of your
deposit term being forcibly extended or you being given
shares of the bank, which in any case would sell as
peanuts under the financial stress This means that the

putting greater checks and controls on easy lending to
corporations, are socializing the risk that are being taken
by those very corporations.

The FRDI Bill, if passed, is not only harmful
for depositors, but also dangerous for the banking sector
in general. For example, if a bank declares that it cannot
pay the depositor his due within the pre‐decided
timeframe, the depositors of other healthy banks may
come under panic and withdraw their deposits from thepeanuts under the financial stress. This means that the

corporations who carelessly borrowed from banks as well
as the banks who carelessly lent to the corporations
would be completely exonerated from the crime; the
small depositors of this country would be solely
punished.

come under panic and withdraw their deposits from the
banks. This ‘contagion effect’ can be very detrimental to
the banking system and lead to its collapse. Hence, in the
interest of depositors, bank employees and all other
stakeholders, efforts are to be made by all sections of
society to prevent this Bill from becoming a law.
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THE POLITICS OF “BAN”

The practice of ban has been prevalent in

f

Modi devotedly followed the foot‐steps of
his Guru Hitler who just months after his appointment as
Chancellor of Germany, took the decision to ban trade
unions On December 27th 2017 the BJP government ofIndia since the time of the British, through the many

decades of “Independence”, and it continues to grow
with a government driven by the Hindutva ideology at
the Centre. There may have been nuances in the exercise
of this option between the “liberal” Nehru‐era Congress
regime, the blatantly authoritarian Indira Gandhi regime
in the 1970s, and the present Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP)‐led governments. But the crux remains the same.

unions. On December 27th, 2017, the BJP government of
Jharkhand banned Mazdoor Sangathan Samiti (MSS), a 30
year old union in the un‐organized sector under Criminal
Law Amendment Act (CLAA) and filed false cases under
the same act on 10 office bearers of MSS. The grounds
for banning were that‐ i) MSS invited Varvara Rao, a
renowned Telugu poet to speak on the 100th year
anniversary of Russian revolution, ii) MSS is involved in
“illegally raising funds” for organizing the program. MSS

As the crisis in the present political system
is deepening, the Indian ruling class is going for an all‐out
offensive against every form of dissent. The efforts of
present Modi government in stifling democratic voices in
educational institutions started in June 2014 (just after
formation of Government), when nine students including
editor, sub‐editor and advisory members of the college
magazine of Sree Krishna College in Kerala's Guruvayur
U i i d f bli hi " bj i bl

illegally raising funds for organizing the program. MSS
is a registered trade union in Jharkhand (registered in
1989), established in 1985 by an advocate, Satya
Narayana Bhattacharya and the union currently has
22,000 members and they are all in unorganized sector.
The members are from the coal mines of Dhanbad,
thermal power plant workers, agricultural workers as
well as workers who work on the pilgrimage site of
Shikharji. The union runs a hospital in Jharkhand which is

University were arrested for publishing "objectionable
and unsavoury" language against Narendra Modi in a
crossword puzzle in the magazine. Around the same
time, seven polytechnic students along with their
Principal in Thrissur were arrested for including Narendra
Modi in a list of "negative faces" along with Adolf Hitler,
Osama bin Laden, George Bush and a few others in their
college magazine. The phenomenon continued with the
banning of the Ambedkar Periyar Study Circle (APSC) in

j p
free of cost for all the workers and tribals in the area and
holds the record of participation in tribal movements for
the last thirty years.

This is not the first time that a union has
been banned in “independent” India. In 1992, SIKASA,
the coal miners union in Singareni, Andhra Pradesh was
banned. However, this is the first time when a registered
union has been banned without any legal basisbanning of the Ambedkar‐Periyar Study Circle (APSC) in

the Indian Institute of Technology, Madras (IITM), one of
the country’s leading academic institutions.

The government moved a step forward in
2015 by declaring total ban on slaughter of all cattle
including bulls and bullocks, and a complete ban on
transport of cattle out of the state. It shamelessly
violated fundamental rights of food and livelihood and in
2017 lif t f l ht i G j t

u o as bee ba ed t out a y ega bas s
whatsoever. The formal process of cancelling registration
of a union was not obeyed and it violated the basic
norms of issuing a two month notice to the office bearers
of the union for them to present their defense. The act of
cancellation to be persuaded by the Registrar of union,
who is usually the Deputy Commissioner of Labour from
Labour Department was not involved. This ban no doubt
stands against the fundamental structures of the

2017, life sentence for cow slaughter in Gujarat as
maximum punishment under the Gujarat Animal
Preservation (Amendment) Act, 2017 has only hastens
the decline and demise of cattle ownership amongst
farmers across India.

g
constitution as it questions right to form association and
right to free speech. One is reminded of Nazi Germany
where onslaught on the working class began by banning
trade unions.
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CRISIS IN INDIAN JUDICIARY

On 12th of January, in an

unprecedented move, four senior‐most justices of the

the current regime, the judges were penalized with
wrongful transfers or demotions.

Regarding the appointment of judges, in
that very case where unconstitutionality of NJACp j

Supreme Court held a press conference to talk about the
issues plaguing the apex court. This was for the first time
in the history of Supreme Court that senior judges
appeared for a public pronouncement of this kind.
Indicating various disparities in the way the Supreme
Court is working, Justices Chelameswar, Gogoi, Joseph
and Lokur said “Democracy will not survive without a free
judiciary” and that they “Don’t want wise men saying 20

(National Judicial Appointment Commission) was
established, Chelameshwar opined that neither the NJAC
nor the collegium (which has been accused of doing
favoritism to certain families and creating a judicial clan)
is the way out. Under NJAC, the appointment of judges
can be controlled by the Modi government and
independence of the judiciary will be at stake. It should
not be forgotten that it was first during the pre‐

h l d b dyears from now that we sold our souls”. They questioned
the selective assignment of cases by the Chief Justice of
India (CJI) Mishra to the Benches “of his preference”,
without any rationale for such assignments. They also
mentioned that they tried to persuade the CJI but failed
which forced them to bring the matter to the people. As
hinted by Justice Gogoi, the listing of the Loya Case
before an inappropriate Bench triggered the Press Meet.

emergency era when Congress government led by Indira
Gandhi set an example of directly controlling the
judiciary. The conflict with the then government forced
three senior judges to resign and then during emergency
Justice Khanna had to resign as an aftermath of the
judgment in the Habeas Corpus case.

It is true that the courts (epitome of “true
democracy”) are still inaccessible to large sections of

Mr. Loya, the District Judge at Mumbai who was
appointed as a special CBI judge, tried the Sohrabuddin
Encounter Case. He died in mysterious circumstances in
Nagpur when he went to attend a wedding ceremony.
Mr. Amit Shah, the President of the BJP, is one of the
main accused in the said case.

However, the Loya's case is only the tip of
an iceberg in regard to the alleged impropriety of the

poor and downtrodden people in our country (National
Crime Record Bureau data on prison statistics say that
53% of the prison inmates are from Dalits, Adivasis, and
minorities), while the Vijay Mallyas, Ambanis, and Adanis
are able to bend the law to their interests. While NEET
case is a recent example of how the courts function in
favor of privatization policies, the Maruti Manesar plant
case shows the anti‐working class bias of the present
j di ijudiciary. Last few years, on one hand, we have seen

unprecedented jailing and order for psychiatry test of
senior sitting high court Justice CS Karnan in accusation
of contempt after sending a letter to the PM, Narendra
Modi, urging action against some judges. And on the
other hand Kalikho, CM of Arunachal Pradesh committed
suicide after his government was voted out; he had
alleged some senior Judges for asking a huge amount of

h h k l

judiciary.
The initiative of the four justices is no

doubt applaudable. Simultaneously, the people should
have the right to keep vigil on the proper functioning of
the justice system. It should be kept in mind that any lack
of accountability or impropriety in the judiciary manifests
the problems in the larger structure of the “democracy”
and therefore, while fighting for a true democracy and
j i h li i h h hi i imoney, the investigation against whom never took place.

Moreover, there is long list of cases such as Ishrat Jahan
case, Best Bakery case (2002 Gujarat riots), Green Peace
activist Priya Pillai’s lookout notice, etc., where after
delivering a proper trial which went against the wishes of

justice, there lies a question whether this crisis can ever
resolve without a fundamental change in the power
structure of our society.
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NATIONAL MEDICAL COMMISSION 
BILL, 2017: THE SPIRIT OF 
PRIVATIZING HEALTHCARE

India is seriously crippled with its health

As of today, India has the doctor to people
ratio of 1:1700, compared to the WHO norm of 1:1000
and most of these doctors are in urban areas. Now, to
produce more doctors, the bill proposes to ease
regulations to set up more private medical colleges. TheIndia is seriously crippled with its health

infrastructure, and especially rural healthcare.
Government health spending now accounts for 80‐90%
of total health expenditure in most European countries,
whereas, it is less than 30% for India. The healthcare
spending in India has come down to about 1.2% of the
Gross Domestic Product (GDP), the lowest in a decade as
against the global average of 5.4%. As provision for public
healthcare becomes limited and the quality deteriorates

bill proposes to increase the percentage of fee to be
decided by the private colleges from 15% to more than
60% of seats. This may result in an anarchic fee‐hike in
private medical colleges and the students can’t even go
to court because this bill permits ungovernable fees.
Also, the central government vests total control on
waiving off penalty, giving permissions, and allowing
doctors to practice without fulfilling all norms.

healthcare becomes limited and the quality deteriorates,
people are compelled to seek services from private
providers. However, around 60 million people become
impoverished every year in India through paying
healthcare bills and more than a fifth of people do not
seek healthcare, despite being unwell, because of their
inability to pay for it. As per the Lancet report titled
'Global Burden of Disease', which assessed and ranked
the quality of healthcare India ranked 154th among 195

The bill proposes a National Eligibility cum
Entrance Test (NEET) to achieve uniform standards in
medical training; on the other hand, it allows medical
colleges the liberty to increase their intake capacity
without the NMC even bothering to ensure beforehand
whether or not they possess the requisite manpower or
infrastructure. Also, upon passing from medical colleges,
the students will be required to take the National

the quality of healthcare, India ranked 154th among 195
countries and lags behind countries like Nepal, Bhutan
and Bangladesh.

With this background, the National
Medical Commission Bill, 2017 was introduced by the
Minister of Health and Family Welfare, Mr. J. P. Nadda in
Lok Sabha on December 29, 2017. The Bill was drafted by
a four‐member committee. The bill proposes to replace
the corrupt and inefficient Medical Council of India (MCI)

Licentiate Examination (NLE) to get the license to
practice.

Moreover, there will be a bridge course
which will allow non‐MBBS doctors to practice modern
medicine after undergoing a short term course in
allopathy. With this, the government will wash their
hands off by providing degraded services for the poor
people. This will also increase use of unnecessary and

the corrupt and inefficient Medical Council of India (MCI)
by the National Medical Commission (NMC). However, in
that process, it creates the provisions for more
corruption through bureaucracy. Presently, MCI has one
representative each from state and practicing doctors,
whereas, NMC will consist of 25 members, mainly
appointed by the central government. Only five zonal
members of NMC will be elected by the vote of doctors.
The rest will be nominated members. This will not only

harmful drugs.
The bill will make medical education

accessible mainly for the upper class, whereas, the
students from middle or lower class background will be
under the burden of huge education loan. This will
increase the gap between rural and urban as most of
those doctors who will pass from the private colleges will
try to practice in the urban areas. The actual requirementThe rest will be nominated members. This will not only

make the commission to act as the puppet in the hands
of politicians, but will also open doors for corrupt political
influence. Such hold is especially problematic given the
close ties that private medical colleges have with the
existing political system.

of the people is more government hospitals with good
doctors and infrastructure and not the private ones
which are meant to serve the rich and loot the common
people.
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We will be obliged if you can send us your opinion, comments, criticism and articles to 
our email address as mentioned below:
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