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IMPLICATIONS OF BJP'S WIN IN 2019 
LOKSABHA ELECTION

Without any hesitation, it can be said that the results of
the 17th Loksabha election have astonished all the sections of
political analysts and critiques. The opposition parties, the
organizations, analysts, and intellectuals standing against BJP
has not yet recovered from the shock. The attempts of different
analysis regarding the reasons behind this huge victory of the
BJP and the massive defeat of the opposition do not seem to
converge towards a concrete conclusion. In this article, we will
put some major points regarding this result, its implications and
some possible future consequences. Before going into the
discussion on future possibilities, let us first talk about Modi's
massive victory.

First, it should be noted that this victory of BJP should be
seen in the context of its earlier victories and not in isolation of
it. In this regard, it is relevant to recall that in the Loksabha
election of 1984, the BJP was elected in only two seats. A year
later, Rajiv Gandhi, for the first time, took a loan from the World
Bank on hard conditions, and thus, started the process of
“opening up” of India's economy. Then, after 1991, under the
Structural Adjustment Program (SAP), the era of Liberalization
Privatization and Globalization (LPG) was duly started. As the
imperialist finance capital tightened its grip over India's
economy, loot, exploitation, and repression on every section,
class, and community of the people increased. On the other
hand, privileges got reduced, intensifying the destitution and
deprivation of the people. With all these, there was an increase
in the people's anger, generating various kinds of movements
and struggles of the oppressed and the exploited sections and
classes, and along with it, to suppress these movements and
struggles, the reliance of the Indian state on police repression
increased. To continue and intensify this cruel oppression and
repression, to gather support for a reactionary people's opinion,
series of campaigns were started in order to create a wave of
Hindutvawadi fanaticism and jingoistic nationalism in this Hindu
majority country. Here, it is relevant to remind that the number
of religious-mythological serials on television at that time was
12. Along with it, initiatives like rathyatra, shilapujan, etc. was
started and finally, the Babri Masjid was demolished. Since
then, riding on the wave of Hindutva, BJP started acquiring
more and more seats in Loksabha; thus, increased the
hinduization of the Indian state and militarization of Hindutva.
As a result, the journey that BJP started in 1984 with two seats
started gradually increasing. They secured 86 seats in 1989, 119
in 1991 Loksabha election, 161 in 1996 and 182 in both the
elections of 1998 and 1999. Then, later with a little bit of
decrease in two Loksabha elections, they secured 281 seats in
2014 and 303 this time in 2019. So, without only looking at the
proficiency of the BJP and failure of the opposition as the

reason behind this journey of BJP from merely 2 seats in 1984 to
the recent massive victory with 303 seats in 2019, we should
look at it as a long process of imposing a fascist regime on the
people riding on the wave of Hindutva and jingoistic nationalism
as a strategy to deal with the severe crisis faced by the
imperialist chieftains and their ruling class agents since 1990s.

Today it is much clearer that the crisis of the finance capital
has more deepened and intensified worldwide. In such a
situation, to increase the loot and exploitation, to make it more
extensive, and along with it to make it more stable and
hurdleless, they are feeling a need of a strong state in all the
countries especially in their colonies, semi-colonies, and neo-
colonies. Therefore, in most of the countries, according to a
well-thought plan, fascist regimes are being put forth. And
according to the specificity of the country, ideologies of a
particular religion, race, ethnicity and community and jingoistic
nationalism is being used. BJP's massive victory in this 2019
Loksabha election should be seen as a result of a well-planned
effort of reconstructing this Hindu-fascist Indian state in a
stronger form by the imperialist finance capital and their agent,
the Indian ruling class.

This reality is much more realized when we observe that
how the national and international corporates have spent
money extravagantly to built a “Modi wave” using an
assortment of mediums from print media, visual media to social
media. To create this frenzy and a fanatic wave of Hindutva and
jingoistic nationalism, the whole state along with all its
machinery and the national and international corporations have
applied all their strength. As one of the main prop of
imperialism, the feudal forces, especially the upper caste
savarna feudals using this Hindutva wave had captured almost
each and every election booth with all their strength. Along
with them, the whole bureaucracy which is based on a savarna
mindset, crores of companies of central forces and RSS with the
entire Hindutva brigade were deployed with the fullest capacity
and strength. With extensive use of the money power, muscle
power and media power, with the help of all kinds of forgery
and technical tricks (in view of the accusation of EVM
tampering), the BJP is throned with this large number of seats.
The indications of the important role of savarna feudal forces,
especially of the goons-gangsters and strongmen among them,
behind this victory of the Hindutva fascists can also be found in
the details of the election results. We can clearly see that the
number of criminal BJP MPs among the 303 elected MPs in the
parliament is 116, i.e. almost 39% of their elected MPs are from
a criminal background. Whereas in 2014, the number of MPs
with a criminal background was 98 among the total of 282 MPs,
that is 35%. So, this increase of BJP MPs with criminal
background from 35% to 39% is an indication of the increasing
role of the savarna feudal forces involved in booth management
in rural areas.
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IMPLICATIONS OF BJP'S WIN IN 2019 
LOKSABHA ELECTION (Continued)

The conclusion is clear. The victory of BJP is the victory of
the well-planned scheme of the international finance capital to
strengthen Hindutva fascism in our country in order to come
out of its crisis. This is a victory of the plan of the most
reactionary section of the domestic agents of the finance capital
– the Indian big bourgeoisie and the big landlords, especially the
upper caste big landlords, to come into power and intensify the
fascification and hinduization of the Indian state.

Here, it is important to emphasize an aspect. It is that to
execute the plan of the finance capital and its agent classes,
their well-organized conveyer of the Bhraminical-Hindutva, the
organization RSS and their dozens of constituent and supporting
organizations played a very important role. Now, let us have a
look at the apprehensions and possibilities after this victory of
the Hindutva-Fascist forces.

The first issue that arises as a result of piling of the
worldwide total crisis of the finance capital on India is the
intensely decaying state of the Indian economy. To understand
the current dampening state of the Indian economy we can
have a look into some recent facts. For example, the growth
rate of the GDP has been continuously decreasing, in the last
quarter of March, it came down to 5.8%, whereas, in 2015-16
the growth rate used to be 8.16%. In 2018-19, the industrial
growth rate has come down to 3.6% which is the lowest in last
three years. These also have been news of the sloth in the
manufacturing growth rate. In this sector, the Gross Value
Added (GVA) which in the first quarter of the last year grew in
the rate of 12.1%, in the fourth quarter this growth rate got
decreased to 3.1%. Similarly, the growth rate of the agricultural
sector is falling. While in April-June the growth rate of this
sector was 4.58%, in the January-March quarter of 2019 the
growth rate went into negative at -0.13%. There also has been a
continuous decrease in demand in recent years. In coming days
there will be more decrease in all the parameters which will
further ruin the economy. As a result, the trend that we are
seeing since before will further increase. To clearly state the
trends – 1) Unemployment will massively increase, 2) Crisis in
the agricultural sector will increase, 3) The industrial crisis will
intensify, 4) Government's spending on education and health
will further decrease, thus, increasing the cost, 5) The situation
of the environment will further deteriorate. So, in total, because
of the piling of the crisis of the finance capital on India, the
destruction of all the section and classes will increase. As a
consequence, the indications show, there will be an increase in
the uprisings and movements of labors, peasants, student-
youths, and also a fairly large section of the middle class will
revolt.

In this period of the massive crisis of the finance capital, big
capital will engulf small and medium capital, and big businesses
especially MNCs will engulf small and medium business. There
will be continuous centralization of capital, businesses,
resources, and properties, this will ruin the small and medium
capitalists and traders. Thus, even they will be forced to come
down to the streets and protest in various forms. Their
movement against GST is an indication.

Defender of the foreign capital, national-international
corporates, and savarna feudal forces, this Hindutva-Fascist
regime will further intensify the Hindu fanaticism and jingoistic
nationalism. This will increase the attacks on Dalits and
minorities. Just after the declaration of election results, we
started receiving news from MP, UP, Rajasthan, etc. regarding
the increasing cruel attacks on Dalits and Muslims in the name
of cow protection and cow meat. These attacks inevitably will
give rise to combative Dalit and minority movements. Similarly,
the intensifying fascist attacks on Dalits and oppressed
nationalities will push them more to take the path of struggle
and unify with other struggling forces.

Because this Hindutva-fascist force will become more and
more cruel and autocratic, they will crack down with cruel
repressive measures on all the forces fighting for democracy.
Thus, all the democratic and liberal forces will be forced to unite
with the struggles against them.

Because this Hindutva-fascism will merely become a
regime of only the finance capital and the most reactionary
small section of its Indian agents – the Indian comprador big
bourgeoisie and big feudal lords especially, the savarna lords, a
section of the traditional capitalist-feudal lords ruling class will
also be deprived of the power to exploit. Thus, this situation will
even push them on the path of struggle.

Therefore, where on one hand this victory of the fascist
forces has brought huge apprehension of intensifying loot,
exploitation, and cruel repression, on the other hand, it has also
brought real possibilities of workers, peasants, student-youth,
middle-class, small-medium capitalists and traders, dalits,
women, minorities, oppressed nationalities, all patriotic,
progressive, democratic and pro-people forces, and even a
section of the traditional ruling class to come down for struggle
in various forms against the ruling dispensation and the state.
This situation also provides a good opportunity for the radical
and the anti-fascist forces. In such situation, the true
revolutionary forces of this country can only build up the
required organizations and network to bring all these revolts,
movements, struggles into the revolutionary stream and can
massively intensify and expand the revolutionary movements.
This is what on which the future of India depends.
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COW VIGILANTISM AND THE 
POLITICS OF ‘COW PROTECTION’

It will not be an exaggeration if we say that India is the sole
country in the whole world where, at present, the lives of cows
are more secured than the lives of common people, especially
who belong to the marginalized communities. Less than a year
after the barbaric murder of Mohammad Akhlaq, a twenty-year
old woman and a teenage girl were found raped in Mewat in
Haryana as punishment for eating beef. When the BJP chief
minister of the state Manohar Lal Khattar, who was also an ex-
pracharak of RSS, said – “Muslims can continue to live in this
country, but they will have to give up eating beef. The cow is an
article of faith here” – we understood that by ‘faith’ he, along
with his party, is actually trying to uphold the age-old brahminical
hegemonic and reactionary ideas as the sole religious faith of this
country. In the last few years we realized that in the new
‘Sankalpit Bharat, Sashakt Bharat’ these faiths will have more
weightage than constitutional rights. Our realization gained more
strength when we came across the incident of atrocious killing of
two Muslim cattle herders from Jharkhand – Mohammad Mazlum
Ansari, 35, and Imteyaz Khan, 12, and hanging of their bodies
from a tree in March 2016. After one year, in April 2017, we
witnessed that the BJP chief minister of Chhattisgarh – Raman
Singh was legitimizing such mobocracy by saying – “We will hang
those who kill cows”. According to Thakur Raja Singh, the BJP
lawmaker of Telengana state, gauraksha [cow protection] is a war.
Indeed it is! Rather, more precisely, this is a war imposed by the
brahminical fascist regime on minority communities to destroy
their lives and livelihoods in the name of cow.

The attacks on the marginalized communities such as
Muslims, Dalits and Adivasis are mainly two-pronged – one is
physical and the other is legal. The physical attacks are being
perpetrated by the armed Gauraksha Dals or cow vigilantes, who
have organized networks with active members stationed at key
points to engage in criminal acts. They enjoy complete impunity
and protection from the police, and in the name of cow
protection, they target minorities in various forms such as
murder, assault, sexual violence, stripping, arson, vandalism,
seizing of animals and vehicles, extortion, harassment,
humiliation, forced closure of meat shops and eateries etc. The
majority of the victims are Muslims and Dalits, whose livelihoods
are related to cattle and beef. Slaughterhouses and meat shops
are mostly run by Muslims, and Dalits traditionally carry out jobs
to dispose of cattle carcasses and skin them for commercial
purposes. According to Human Rights Watch, between May 2015
and December 2018, at least 44 people were killed across 12
Indian states; among them, 36 were Muslims. Over the same
period, around 280 people were injured in over 100 different
incidents across 20 states. Again, based on media reports in
English and Hindi as well as fact-finding reports, PUDR
documented 137 such incidents across 22 states between January

2016 and March 2018. Among these, 121 have occurred in the 14
states held by the BJP either independently or in coalition
between 2016 and 2019. Total 20 instances of reported deaths
are documented in which 29 persons died. Among the killed,
nearly 90% are Muslims. The number of people killed has gone up
from 12 in 2016 to 16 in 2017. The role of the police is clearly
suspicious as they had mainly taken action against the victims.
Large number of attacks on Dalits are reported in Gujarat, mostly
due to their participation in Una Movement, culminated on 15th
August 2016 as a reaction of the 11th July incident in Una, where
upper caste cow vigilantes brutally attacked four Dalit youths.
Some 20,000 Dalits participated in the protest march and took a
pledge to give up their traditional jobs and demanded five acres
of land. The protest march witnessed a remarkable unity between
Dalits and Muslims against brahminical tyranny.

The second form of attack is the enacting of laws and policies
by the state governments in order to restrict the buying and
selling of cattle. Undoubtedly, the primary motive is to destroy
the livelihoods of small-scale Muslim businessmen and Dalits. The
prohibition of cow slaughter as a part of the Constitution, under
Article 48, has a direct conflict with Article 47, which says that –
“The State shall regard the raising of the level of nutrition and the
standard of living of its people and the improvement of public
health as among its primary duties”. The alternate meat being
expensive, beef remained as the affordable meat and source of
protein for the entire lower strata of people, mainly comprising
Dalits, Muslims, Christians and Tribals. However, BJP is interested
only in the zealous implementation of the anti-cow slaughter part
of the Article 48. As of August 2013, 24 states/UTs had already
strict laws that either prohibited the slaughter of cows completely
or banned killing cattle under a certain age. After BJP came into
power in 2014, these laws took more stringent forms in BJP-ruled
states such as – Maharashtra, Hariyana, Gujarat and Madhya
Pradesh. Interestingly, the attack through these licensing
regulations does not affect the large beef businesses which
produce buffalo meat / carabeef for export, in mechanised,
licensed abattoirs. Thus, along with the communal side, the
economic and class dimension of the attacks are also very clear.

The cattle-owning farmers and the laborers belonging to the
leather industry are deeply affected. Farmers, who are now
unable to sell their unproductive livestock to slaughterhouses, are
forced to continue feeding and caring for them. Many have simply
abandoned the animals, which in turn has caused problems for
them with stray cattle destroying their crops. Even if we ignore
the serious economic repercussions of such policies, the question
of fundamental right of choosing what to eat still persists.
Unfortunately, the people who are just fighting to protect the
democratic and constitutional rights are also becoming the victims
of state-sponsored attacks. The recent arrest of Jeetrai Hansda, a
Santhali theatre artist, adivasi activist and teacher at the
Jamshedpur Co-operative College, for a two years’ old Facebook
post asserting his right to eat beef, is the latest example of that.
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VIVEK (REASON) - MOVIE REVIEW 
(Movie available in Youtube)

‘The war between faith and reason has existed since
ancient times’ – that’s how the voiceover of ‘Vivek (Reason)’, the
hard hitting documentary, starts by summing up the mood of the
movie in entirety. This masterpiece by veteran filmmaker Anand
Patwardhan is not only a warning but also a wake-up call to the
people of India. Split into smaller parts, this 240 minute
illuminating journey takes the viewer through the development of
the fascist philosophy and it’s manifestations in India, especially in
the last few years, with the help of various events that have
unfolded themselves before us. One has to appreciate the
extensive research that the filmmaker has conducted to stand up
courageously in this day and age through his movie. The movie
has also provided glimpses of various movements that have stood
up against this vitriolic ideology. While there could be some
points of difference in the way history has been interpreted by
Patwardhan in the beginning chapter, ‘Vivek (Reason)’ is a must
watch for all progressive individuals who do not believe in the
unitary, narrow definition of India that the Sangh wants it to
become.

The first two chapters of the documentary deal with the
murder of Dr. Narendra Dabholkar in 2013 and Govind Pansare in
2015 in broad daylight with a brief reference to Dr. M.M.
Kalburgi’s and Gauri Lankesh’s killling. The movie takes the viewer
through the values and facts that they were spreading among the
grassroots. They tirelessly worked against superstition, caste
prejudices, distortion of history, etc. – against those very ideas
which the Sangh stands for. After Dabholkar’s murder, at one
point Pansare says, ’Who murdered Gandhi? It’s the same
ideology that killed Dabholkar.’ Little did he know that he would
meet the same fate!

The next chapter delves into how Shivaji has been
appropriated by Hindutva groups as their icon. However, this is
quite contrary to historical records of his trusted aides and the
actions that Shivaji had taken in his lifetime. Pansare’s outspoken
speech, his books, murder of a young Pune techie, role of
Hindutva organizations, and radicalization drives continuously
undertaken by these groups clearly depict the development and
growth of the spirit of Hindu-Rashtra in the movie.

The fourth chapter shows more about the work of Pansare
while being alive and the legacy that Dabholkar and Pansare has
left behind which has enabled their organizations to carry on their
work in their absence.

Chapters five and six largely brings to light the role of the
Hindutva extremist organization Sanatan Sanstha, (headquartered
in Goa) in nurturing the idea of Hindu Rashtra and the murders of
Dabholkar, Pansare, Kalburgi, Lankesh. At one instance at a press
conference Sanjeev Punalekar, on behalf of the organization,
proudly proclaims that ‘Hindu terrorism is in existence’. In the
same press conference he asks, “When intellectuals like Anand
Patwardhan was organizing protest against the killing of Kalburgi,

why did the police not break his bones?” The filmmaker, who was
shooting the press conference, raises his head from behind the
camera and gives an angry rebuttal.

The next chapter overall shows various aspects of Hindutva
nationalism as also some resistances that are being offered to its
growth. The toxic combination of caste, religion, and nationalism
intertwine to create this chapter.

Chapter eight and nine shows another ugly side of Hindutva
– cow vigilantism. Certainly the most moving moment of the film
arrives at the end of the ninth chapter when Mohammad Sartaj of
the Indian Air Force says, "There is no country like India. I'm lucky
to be born here”. Sartaj’s father, Mohammad Akhlaq, was lynched
in an organized fashion in Dadri for suspicion of possessing beef in
his fridge. Son of a close aide of BJP minister, Mahesh Sharma,
was one of the accused. Quite naturally the country witnessed
many more lynching of Muslims in the following days. Atrocities
against dalits by Hindutva adherent cow vigilantes also continued.
After seven dalits were thrashed by Hindutva goons for skinning a
dead cow, huge mass mobilization resulted. The movement has
been captured beautifully by Patwardhan with the help of small
snippets of participants in the movement as also its leaders.

One can get a brief glimpse of the RSS through the tenth
chapter of the movie. Bulk of it is shot at a huge congregation of
RSS in Pune. The passion, extremist Hindutva thought and
readiness to kill for religion of ordinary attendees of the
congregation is palpable.

In the backdrop of incidents that unfolded in HCU, JNU and
FTII, chapters eleven, twelve and thirteen look at the attack on
educational institutes. In a way, it tries to explain the connection
between Hindutva nationalist politics and the neoliberal
offensive.

The most revealing chapters of the documentary are
fourteen and fifteen. The chapters are about Hemant Karkare, the
chief of Maharashtra ATS who was investigating the Malegaon
blast case and found the role of Hindutva organizations and
individuals behind it. Connection was also established between
this group and other blasts with signs of foreign support.
However, he was killed on the night of 26/11 in the Mumbai
attacks. Patwardhan has documented sufficient evidences which
would force the viewer to question the role of Hindutva
organizations in the killing of Hemant Karkare.

The final chapter starts with Savarkar’s exploits as the father
of the concept of Hindutva and Hindu Raashtra. It moves on to
the current day manifestation of the same. It finally ends with
visuals of drum beating protestors at a protest site after the killing
of Gauri Lankesh.

This masterpiece by Patwardhan, like his previous films
(most of which are available on youtube.com), is a warning as well
as an inspiration to work against the poisonous ideology of
Hindutva. This fantastic film is not only good for solitary
consumption, but also useful for public screenings, discussions
and debates around it.
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INSTITUTIONALIZED INFLICTION OF 
TORTURE BY SECURITY FORCES IN 
KASHMIR: RIGHTS GROUPS’ REPORT

On February, 2019, a 560-page report titled ‘Torture:
Indian State’s Instrument of Control in Indian Administered
Jammu and Kashmir’ was published jointly by the Srinagar-based
‘Jammu Kashmir Coalition of Civil Society’ (JKCCS) and
‘Association of Parents of Disappeared Persons’ (APDP) that
provided a comprehensive account of the acute repressive
measures taken by the Indian security forces for the past three
decades in the form of torture. This report documents 432 cases
of torture of which 24 have been women and 27 minors. Such a
comprehensive report has not been previously drawn up
rendering the rampant human rights violations invisible to the
civil society and media at large.

The Indian administered region of Jammu and Kashmir is the
most densely militarized zone in the world. It has been a hotbed
of state-sponsored violence post the full-fledged insurrection led
by the Jammu Kashmir Liberation Front (JKLF) that was brutally
suppressed by the Indian state. The report says, “Torture is the
most underreported human rights violation perpetrated by the
State, carried out with complete impunity for the perpetrators,
and without a single prosecution ever having taken place”. In the
432 testimonies, at least 144 Indian armed forces camps (Army
and paramilitary), 52 Police Station/Posts, 19 SOG (Special
Operations Group) camps, 15 JICs (Joint Interrogation Centres)
and 9 Ikhwan (state-backed militia) camps were identified where
torture has been perpetrated on detainees. Two of the most
infamous torture-centres were Papa-II and Hari Niwas that were
specifically designed to serve this purpose during the 90’s.

According to this report, the security forces freely employ
various methods of torture on the detained persons, both
physical and psychological, that continue to impact them and
their families throughout their lives. It has been difficult to
accumulate information on the use of torture as a matter of
policy by the Indian state as the victims prefer not to disclose the
trauma they suffered through due to the impunity extended to
the entire state machinery as well as from fear of future
repercussions. Hence the actual number of victims is much
higher than whatever testimonials have been obtained.

The report says that the common forms of torture inflicted
are forced labour, burning of limbs, head dunking in water mixed
with chilli powder, waterboarding, electrocution, roller
treatment, and beating. In some cases the victim has been raped
or sodomised in custody by the security forces. There have been
instances of collective torture with utter disregard for individual
involvement during Cordon And Search Operations (CASO)
carried out during the 1990’s and also during the present decade
for example. One such incident was the mass rape perpetrated at

the Kunan Poshpora villages of Kupwara district by army
personnel belonging to the 4th Rajputana rifles on February 23,
1991. The report also points out that India is a signatory of the
United Nations Convention Against Torture (UNCAT) which is an
international human rights treaty aiming to prevent torture and
other acts of cruel, inhuman, or degrading punishment around
the world.

Of the reported 432 cases, about 222 continue to suffer
from cardiac problems, nephrological problems, sensory organ
issues, amputations, and many of them are dependent on
medications. About 40 victims died from the injuries inflicted on
them during custody. One of the casualties of the inflicted
torture was Umer Qayoom Bhat, a class XI student and Srinagar
resident who was arrested in August, 2010 by the police. He was
released within a few days under a court directive. According to
the report, Umer was rushed to a hospital where his wounds
inflicted in custody were treated and he was let off. The following
morning he vomited blood. A CT scan revealed that his lungs had
collapsed. Within a few days he died as blood had poured into his
chest cavity from the ruptured lungs. It cost his family 8 years in
court just to get an FIR filed. The report also talks about the
plight of Qalandar Khatana, a native of a village in North Kashmir.
He was picked up from his village and brought to Srinagar for
interrogation by the Border Security Forces. Khatana was
accused of being a local guide for militants crossing the Indo-
Pakistan border. His feet were chopped off in custody. He was
also force fed his own flesh. Later his legs had to be amputated
on being infected by maggots.

The report has been a result of painstaking research and
monitoring that have continued for decades. The numerous
instances of torture hardly ever reach the public eye unless they
result in custodial death as in the case of the school-teacher
Rizwan Pandith. The rights groups helming this effort have called
for an independent international investigation by the UN Human
Rights Office. The report contains a prologue by the former UN
special rapporteur on torture, Juan E. Mendez where he
reiterates the need for India to allow special rapporteurs and
working groups to conduct fact-finding missions in Kashmir.

Relevantly, in June 2018, the UN Human Rights Office
released the first-ever report on human rights violations and
abuses in Indian administered Kashmir as well as Pakistan
administered Kashmir, and highlighted a situation of chronic
impunity for violations committed by security forces. At that
time, the Ministry of External Affairs of India was quick to reject
the report calling it to be overtly prejudiced. Instead of
addressing the core issue of human rights violation, the UN
report was further berated to be a selective compilation of
unverified information by the Ministry. Such oblivious attitude of
the government on the reign of terror orchestrated by their
machinery in Kashmir further reaffirms the fascist tendencies of
the Indian state since decades.
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SCHOLARS FROM S. N. BOSE NATIONAL CENTRE FOR BASIC SCIENCES  IN 
SUPPORT OF  NRSMCH

Following the incident of the severe attack on the junior doctor by a mob summoned by the family members of a patient died in
NRS Medical College and Hospital, the fellow doctors throughout the city and other places have been demonstrating for their safety
at the workplace. In place of taking proper action and providing a proper solution to the situation, the Chief Minister has only
conveyed threatening and stubborn attitude, in-effect declaring war against the junior doctors demonstrating for their rights. The
quality of medical facilities has gradually deteriorated through the years following the historical movement by the junior doctors in
1984. The government hospital regularly observes the death of patients due to inadequate infrastructure, in turn resulting in
frequent outrage of the people from the patients' family and surroundings, victimizing the doctors. The only response by the
government has been the blank assurance of safety.

Currently, the common scenarios of the government hospitals are worn out infrastructure, insufficient doctors and freely moving
brokers. Medical colleges and super-specialty hospitals are being built without the aid of proper planning and infrastructure in the
districts and suburbs under the 'triumph of Unnayan'. The euphoria of the private hospitals, in conjunction with the patronage of the
government, mislead the public towards the idea that the government hospitals and associated doctors are inactive and inefficient,
only being a forceful refuge of the poor people. Hence, the process as a whole suppresses the idea of Universal Health for all and
promotes more and more privatization of the health sector. In any circumstances, the government cannot deny its responsibility of
providing adequate facility ensuring a safe environment in the perspective of both the patients and the doctors. We, the scholars of S.
N. Bose National Centre for Basic Sciences, Kolkata, express our full solidarity towards the core intention of the ongoing movement of
junior doctors. We demand prompt action from the side of the government to ensure the establishment of orderliness in the society
through the fulfillment of the demands of the protesting junior doctors.

SEG STANDS IN SOLIDARITY WITH THE STRUGGLING DOCTORS!

We stand in solidarity with the protesting doctors who are on strike and wholly support their justified demands. We are
deeply concerned about the well-being of the doctors who have been gravely injured and are deeply worried about the security of
doctors whom the Government of West Bengal has cowardly deserted to their fate. By this, the Government of West Bengal has
failed to carry out its basic duty to provide security to the life and person of the citizens. We vehemently condemn this
unconstitutional action of West Bengal Government. We also condemn the role of a section of the media for their attempt to put the
general people of West Bengal against the doctors and vice versa.

We deplore the high-handed and intimidating attitude of Hon’ble Chief Minister Ms. Mamata Bannerjee who was insensitive to
the plight of injured and threatened doctors and showed no sign to resolve the situation in a dignified manner. Her threats only
solidify our resolve not to bear with this tyranny but to fight against it in all possible manners within democratic means. In solidarity
with the medical community we demand her unconditional apology for her behaviours and her promises that no such incidents of
violence against doctors will happen in future.

In solidarity with the struggling doctors we demand that a Medical Personnel Protection Act be made, as is already there in
many states, in Indian Parliament and immediately enforced. In case of delay in making such a law in Parliament it can be made in
West Bengal Assembly and subsequently implemented. We demand enough security personnel in hospital premises and their quick
intervention in critical situations. We also demand that Public Health Service be reformed and updated as an emergency matter,
patient: doctor ratio is brought down to a reasonable limit, all tiers of Health Service be strengthened with man-power and resource.
This is vital for the well-being of both the public and the doctors.

We appreciate the brave actions of Medical College Faculties, Principals and Superintendents who have submitted their
resignations.

In view of the ongoing crisis and its unpredictable nature, in view of the Government’s stubbornness and utter disregard for the
health of its citizens we implore the medical community to continue with the emergency and critical care services. If no solution is
achieved quickly and the movement goes into a long-term phase we appeal to your compassion for your patients that a provisional
health service be formed beside the government set-up which is almost completely shut-down now and might remain so for
indefinite period.

We wish success for your justified movement and hope that a reformed and rejuvenated health system may come out of this.
- Science Education Group (SEG), IIT Kharagpur (facebook.com/segiitkgp/ | seg.iitkgp@gmail.com)
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