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IMPACT OF ACCELERATED 
STRATEGIC DISINVESTMENT ON 
WORKERS

Lakhs of defence civilian employees of 41 ordnance
factories, under the Ordnance Factory Board (OFB), had
demonstrated against the Modi government's likely decision to
corporatize the ordnance factories, and had decided to go on a
month-long strike from August 20. Ordnance factories, as of
now, are not present in the stock market; corporatizing them
would mean a step towards privatization, converting them into
Public Sector Undertaking (PSU) and allowing trade of their
shares in the stock market. This move would bring OFBs under
the ambit of major economic reforms as part of the 100 days
program of the 2nd term of the Modi government as declared
by Rajiv Kumar, the Vice-Chairman of the NITI Aayog at the end
of May 2019. He declared that these reforms are meant to
entice foreign investors, and along with changes in labor laws,
privatization and creation of land banks for new industrial
development, the government will focus on fully privatizing or
closing more than 42 state-controlled companies in the coming
months.

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, during her Budget
speech in July 2019, said that the government is looking to pare
its stake below 51% for the Central Public Sector Enterprises
(CPSEs), which could not be traditionally allowed till now. She
added that "Strategic disinvestment of select Central Public
Sector Enterprises will continue to be a priority". As a result, at
the end of July 2019, the government gave ‘in-principle’
approval for strategic disinvestment of 23 CPSEs.

As a part of these reforms, recent data show that of the
disinvestment of Rs 3.8 lakh crore over the ten-year period from
FY10 to FY19, Rs 2.8 lakh crore, accounting for 74% of the total
amount, was carried out during the Modi regime [1]. It is
claimed by the government that accelerating disinvestment and
privatization will boost economic growth which is in a severe
crisis with GDP growth rate decelerated to 5% in the January-
March 2019 quarter – lowest in the last 6 years. As government
propaganda says, the boost in growth is further expected to
create jobs which are in a dismal state. According to data
compiled by the Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy (CMIE),
the unemployment rate rose to 7.2% in February 2019, the
worst in 28 months. Meanwhile, since September 2016 the
number of employed persons has declined by 183 lakhs [2].
Although the said reforms are being carried out in a much more

intense pace since 2014 during the Modi regime, the policy
under which these implementations are being carried out is an
architecture of the Congress Party. On July 24, 1991, New
Industrial Policy (NIP) was declared by the Congress-led
government that opened up most sectors of modern industry
and services to private investment, including foreign
investment, under the same argument of boosting the economy
and creating jobs.

As the current intensified implementation of the policies of
disinvestment is a continuation of the structural changes started
by the previous governments, let us have a look from the
available data on its impact on the workforce of the CPSEs
which contribute more than 20% of India's GDP, around the last
12 years. The total employment in CPSEs got reduced from
about 17.8 lakh to 14.7 lakh in 12 years of FY06-07 to FY17-18.
The total employment loss from FY06-07 to FY13-14 was about
89 thousand, whereas, in the term of FY 13-14 to FY 17-18
(Modi regime) more than 2.2 lakh employment has been lost.
That is, there have been more than 2.5 times employment
losses in 4 years of Modi regime than in the earlier 8 years due
to acceleration of the economic reforms. The number of regular
workers (excluding managers) decreased from 13.6 lakh to 10.8
lakh between FY06-07 to FY17-18, employment loss has been
2.8 lakh in FY06-07 to FY13-14 (8years) and almost equal loss in
the 4 years of the Modi regime up to FY17-18. The number of
contractual workers is on a gradual rise in CPSUs with 1.6 lakh
workers in FY06-07 to 3.8 lakh in FY17-18, a rise of 1.7 lakh has
been observed between FY06-07 to FY13-14 and a rise of 39
thousand in the Modi regime up to FY17-18. However, the
increase in contractual workers is far from compensating the
loss of permanent workers even by numbers [3, Figure 1].

In this span of 12 years, the number of managers remained
almost the same, i.e. about 2.6 lakh. However, the percentage
of unionized workers in CPSEs decreased from about 89% in
FY06-07 to about 65% in FY13-14, and has further lowered down
to 44% in FY17-18. Whereas, the percentage of
contractual/casual workers got doubled from 11% of the total
workforce in CPSEs in FY06-07 to more than 21% in FY17-18.
This shows that on one hand, where the power of the
management remains the same, the workers’ unions have been
stripped off of its power and the unionized workers have been
reduced to a minority. Much lesser number of contractual
workers who are paid almost 1/4th of their wage, without any
job security and dismal labor rights are gradually replacing the
permanent workers to undertake almost the same amount of
work [3, Figure 2].
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IMPACT OF ACCELERATED 
STRATEGIC DISINVESTMENT ON 
WORKERS (Continued…)

As a result of privatization through deregulation and
disinvestment of the public sector, employees are forced to
shift from the public sector to the private sector. This means a
transfer of secured well-salaried government job to ill-salaried
insecure private job for workers. The share of public sector in
employment in the organized sector (public+private) was
62.26% in 1970-71 which was increased up to 71.28 % in 1990-
91 and afterwards, it continuously reduced and reached to
59.53% in 2011-12 [4]. The Modi government has stopped
revealing these figures in this regime, thus data after 2012 is not
available. However, the intensification of privatization and
disinvestment of PSUs indicate that this share of the public
sector will have a steep reduction.

Moreover, the employment opportunities in the overall
organized sector (public+private) was increased by 8.4%
between 2004-05 and 2009-10, but the share of informal

employment (contractual/casual) in this sector has increased
from 32% in 1999-2000 to 54% in 2004-05 and 67% in 2011-12
[5].

With respect to the workers, the overall picture shows that
the policy of strategic disinvestment has caused privatization
and informalization of an expanding organized sector, forcing
the skilled and unskilled workers from the public sector to move
to contractual jobs in the private sector with much lower wages.
The increasing informalization of the workers in PSEs makes
their jobs insecure and disarms them from the power of
unionization, thus making it easier to steeply increase their
exploitation. News of disinvestment of five CPSEs in the last two
years, deregulation of BSNL, etc, show that this trend would
intensify further and lead the workers to a massive crisis. Thus,
the policy of escalated strategic disinvestment and privatization
by the Modi government is an attempt to help the domestic and
foreign corporations to come out of their crisis by increasing
exploitation of the working people and is far from solving the
unemployment scenario, rather it has the potentiality to worsen
it.
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KASHMIR – FINAL SOLUTION?

On August 5, 2019 the Union Home Minister introduced
and the President of India issued two statutory resolutions to
render Article 370 and 35A inoperative [1]. On the same day, the
Bill for Jammu and Kashmir Reorganization Act, 2019 was
introduced in parliament which was subsequently passed and
received the President’s assent on August 9. The changes
snatched away from the people of Kashmir the little symbolic
rights they had (by 1994, 94 of the 97 entries of the Union list and
260 of the 395 articles of the Indian Constitution were extended
to the state) [2] that gave the impression of autonomy. The
deployment of additional 45000 troops [3] in the last few weeks
in addition to the existing estimated 700,000 [4], complete
communication blockade by snapping telephone and internet
lines and an indefinite curfew ensured that peoples’ voices would
not reach the outside world. Still, in spite of all the military
repression that followed the announcement, hundreds of people
came out on the streets in pockets amidst reverberating chants of
slogans such as ‘Main zinda hoon toh – azaadi, Mar bhi gaya toh –
azaadi’ (If I’m alive – freedom, Even if I die – freedom).

An estimated 4000-6000 Kashmiris have been arrested under
Public Safety Act [11], which enables the state to imprison anyone
up to two years without charge or trial, since the announcement
was made. Among the arrested people are not only activists,
academicians, local politicians and parliamentary leaders but also
include two ex-Chief Ministers of Jammu & Kashmir. The situation
for the general population is miserable with inadequate access to
food, fuel, other essential items, hospitals, medicines,
connectivity, etc. [12]. There have been numerous reports of
beatings and torture of people. In one such case, the victim says,
“They beat every part of my body. They kicked us, beat us with
sticks, gave us electric shocks, beat us with cables. They hit us on
the back of the legs. When we fainted they gave us electric shocks
to bring us back. When they hit us with sticks and we screamed,
they sealed our mouth with mud. We told them we are innocent.
We asked why they were doing this. But they did not listen to us. I
told them don't beat us, just shoot us. I was asking God to take
me, because the torture was unbearable" [13]. In another
instance the victim was allegedly tortured in the army camp with
a microphone close by so that the screams could be broadcast in
the village, the intention being to terrorize the villagers so as to
dissuade them from protesting against the government’s decision
[14]. There has been a steady inflow of metal pellet injury victims,
including blinding, at government hospitals. School children, men,
women – nobody is being spared in a bid to contain the protests
emanating from the anger of the Kashmiri people against
intensification of the oppression committed on them. Hospitals
are facing severe shortage of supplies and infrastructure to treat
patients. When Dr. Omar Salim, urologist at Government Medical
College, held a placard requesting government authorities to lift
the blockade so that medical supplies could be re-established, he
was arrested in 10 minutes. Amidst such kind of repression and
lockdown, Kashmir has turned into a virtual prison [15].

With the transfer of power from the British to the ruling class
of the subcontinent in August, 1947, the 565 princely states that

comprised of 2/3rd of the landmass of India had to decide which
of the two new dominions to join, India or Pakistan. Maharaja
Hari Singh, the ruler of the Muslim majority Kashmir was
undecided and instead signed a ‘standstill’ agreement with
Pakistan so that services such as trade, travel and communication
could continue [6]. In response to an invasion of Pashtun
tribesmen with the help of Pakistan army, Hari Singh signed an
Instrument of Accession (IoA) with the Union of India with the
agreement that India would send troops to fight the invasion.
According to the terms of the IoA, India's jurisdiction was to
extend to external affairs, defence and communications. Article
370 was drafted by the Constituent Assembly as part of the Indian
Constitution to accommodate the terms of the IoA [6]. Likewise,
the princely state of Junagadh, with a Muslim ruler and inhabited
by a Hindu majority population, acceded to Pakistan [7]. However,
as negotiations progressed, a plebiscite was held in which 99% of
the population of that region voted for accession to India; the
Union of India took control of Junagadh. A plebiscite was due for
Kashmir but never took place as successive governments ignored
the demands of the Kashmiri people, including that of freedom
from either of the two countries.

On August 14, 1947, Organizer, the organ of the RSS, came
out with an editorial which said, among other things, the
following: ‘Much of the mental confusion in the present and
future troubles can be removed by the ready recognition of the
simple fact that in Hindustan only the Hindus form the nation and
the national structure must be built on that safe and sound
foundation. The nation itself must be built up of Hindus on Hindu
traditions, culture, ideas and aspirations....’ - clearly laying out the
vision of the Hindu Rashtra [8]. In abrogation of Article 370 and
35A, the same philosophy is reflected. With the path of purchase
of land in Kashmir by non-Kashmiris made possible by this change,
the intention seems to be to permanently change the
demographic distribution in the only Muslim majority state. It was
a direct message to the people of Kashmir that their voices don’t
matter; it’s only the land mass of Kashmir that is ‘an integral part
of India’. Obviously, it also serves the purpose of engaging the
core constituency of the BJP in absence of any success in any of its
policies otherwise. The timing cannot be more apt as they require
diversions from the questions that are constantly being raised on
the state of economy, education policy, privatization of PSUs,
agrarian distress – the list goes on.

The ruling dispensation has put across a false narrative that
the changes will bring about development in the state of J&K,
indicating an absence of the same at present. However
government data shows that J&K is more developed than most
other states of India [9]. With the changes that have been brought
in, how the Kashmiri people react to it in the coming days are still
to be seen though there are already some indications. Shah
Faesal, the 1st Kashmiri who topped the IAS and then went on to
resign from the services to join mainstream politics, aptly said that
the decisions by New Delhi is “a demise of the political
mainstream in the state” and “a slap by the Indian state on the
face of all those people of J&K who sought a resolution to the
(Kashmir) conflict within the parameters of the Indian
Constitution” [10], reflecting the feeling of the common Kashmiri.
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NATIONAL POPULATION REGISTER –
FIRST STEP TOWARDS A PAN-INDIAN 
NRC

The last two months, following a massive electoral victory
clinched by the RSS-BJP, have seen a spate of national policies
that have paved the way for large-scale human rights violations.
The recent decision taken up by the government to prepare a
National Population Register (NPR) within September, 2020, is
no exception. This may be regarded as the first step towards
preparation of a National Register of Indian Citizens (NRIC), a
pan-Indian version of the NRC currently being exercised in
Assam.

The NPR is envisioned as a list of country’s usual residents,
who, as per the purpose of NPR, is defined to be a person who
has stayed at a place for at least six months or intends to stay
there for at least six months. The registrar general of citizen
registration and census commissioner Vivek Joshi issued a
notification, saying – “In pursuance of sub-rule (4) of rule 3 of
the Citizenship (Registration of Citizens and Issue of National
Identity Cards) Rules, 2003, the central government hereby
decides to prepare and update the Population Register. The
field work for collection of information relating to all persons
who are usually residing within the jurisdiction of local registrar
shall be undertaken between the 1st day of April, 2020 to 30th
September, 2020”. The NPR will be prepared in all levels
starting from the local (village/sub-town) level to sub-district,
district, state and national level under provisions of the
Citizenship Act, 1955 and the Citizenship (Registration of
Citizens and issue of National Identity Cards) Rules, 2003. It
would be mandatory for every usual resident of India to register
in the NPR that would contain demographic as well as biometric
details. Clearly this move also aims to strip citizens of privacy
and bring everyone under state surveillance.

During his pre-election speeches, Amit Shah made
promises to scrap Article 370 and introduce a nationwide NRC
meant to ‘weed out’ infiltrators. He went on to add that Hindu
and Buddhist refugees would receive Indian citizenship, and
thereby, clearly indicating that the refugees belonging to
Muslim community are the real target of such policies. The
proposed Citizenship Amendment Bill (2019) is also an added
measure to ensure denial of Indian citizenship to Muslim
immigrants from Bangladesh, Pakistan, or Afghanistan while it
may be granted to people hailing from other communities.

The NRC exercise in Assam starting in May, 2015 has given
a glimpse of the tragedy that may ensue in the wake of its pan-
Indian version. In order to be considered an Indian citizen, a
person has to furnish certain documents specified by the
government. The whole process of obtaining and maintaining

such documents pertaining to the residence of a person reeks of
privilege that many cannot afford. Assam is a flood-prone state
where people are left every year at the mercy of the
Bramhaputra and its distributaries. Many people living in these
flood-plains are devoid of permanent homes, let alone
documents establishing their residency and ancestry. During the
recent floods in Assam, many people were forced to return to
their flood-engulfed homes to retrieve the NRC documents.
Even, several individuals died under the pressure of
bureaucratic and legal formalities associated with NRC.

Clearly the fear of death was superseded by the fear of
being rendered stateless. About 40 lakh people were excluded
from the final draft of the NRC, which was published in July
2018. Most of them were from the Muslim community and
belonging to the poorest and most vulnerable sections of
Assam’s society. In spite of the extreme financial difficulty,
many lawful citizens are carrying out legal battles to get enlisted
in the NRC. Recently, on 31st August 2019, the updated NRC
was published with an exclusion of 19.06 lakh people, who now
have to face foreigners’ tribunals. According to several reports,
even these tribunals are not following proper judicial process
and are pressured by the BJP-led state government to declare
people foreigners. Even if we consider this recent list as proper
and final, then also the credibility of Amit Shah’s claim of 40
lakh “termites” in Assam should come under serious questions.
Moreover, there seems to be no consensus regarding the long
term treatment of the so-called illegal immigrants and refugees.
They have been put up in detention centers for an indefinite
period of time, under inhumane conditions and never-ending
stream of human rights violations. As of February 2019, the
number of persons detained across six detention centers in
Assam is 938, among which 823 have been declared as
foreigners by tribunals. Till now 25 of such ‘declared foreigners’
died inside the detention camps due to the lack of basic
facilities and harassment inside the jails. These detention
centers may be equated to Nazi-era concentration camps that
the media have been unwilling to bring to public eye.
Shamelessly, Assam government is preparing for ten more such
detention centers.

The whole situation reminds one of the excesses
committed by the Nazi regime in Germany after Hitler's
ascension to power. The process of villanising and othering a
community, robbing them of their identity, stripping them of
their political power, and receiving widespread approval for
such extremities were necessary to pave the road to absolute
fascism. Today NRC and other attempts that are made by the
ruling dispensation in the last few months are fulfilling the long-
cherished dream of RSS to build a Hindu Rasthra. Tomorrow
NPR will assist this ongoing process.
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NATIONAL MEDICAL COMMISSION 
BILL, 2019: A REFORM IN MEDICAL 
EDUCATION AND PRACTICE?

Modi government, after an initial effort during the
previous Lok Sabha, has again made an attempt to replace the
Medical Council of India (MCI) with a National Medical
Commission (NMC) to regulate medical education and practices
in India. The National Medical Commission (NMC) Bill, 2019 was
passed by Rajya Sabha and Lok Sabha in spite of several protests
by the doctors across the country. Harsh Vardhan, the Union
Health Minister, mentioned this bill as one of the biggest
reforms which will end inspector raj of the MCI [1].

The bill proposes for the constitution of four autonomous
boards under NMC. These are: (i) Under-Graduate Medical
Education Board, (ii) Post-Graduate Medical Education Board,
(iii) Medical Assessment and Rating Board, and (iv) Ethics and
Medical Registration Board which will also maintain national
registers of (a) licensed medical practitioners and (b)
Community Health Providers (CHPs). The CHPs are a new class
of medical practitioners (one-third of the total medical
practitioners) who will practice modern medicine. This is
actually a new version of the “bridge course” which was
proposed in the original Bill. Dr RV Asokan, secretary-general of
the Indian Medical Association (IMA), said that this may open
the door for persons with inadequate training in modern
medicine to practice, putting patients at risk and lowering
standards of healthcare, especially in the rural areas [2]. In this
way, the government is trying to wash its hands from the
responsibility of providing universal healthcare to all. This
attempt to fill up the shortage of doctors will open a new legal
system of producing ‘qualified medical quacks’.

Moreover, “currently, fee for 50% seats in private medical
colleges (for MBBS) is for students that come through the
Centre's NEET exam and fees are regulated by the government.
State governments decide for the other 35% which is higher but
still manageable. The remaining 15% is what is called the
'management quota' where the fees are really high,” Dr Asokan
said [3]. As per the new bill, the government would decide the
fee for 50% seats only. This means that the management will
decide the fees for the rest of the 50% seats, raising the cost of
medical education several times. Besides, in the present system,
medical colleges required the MCI’s approval for establishment,
recognition, renewal of the yearly permission or recognition of
degrees; whereas, as per the new bill, the powers of the
regulator are reduced to establishment and recognition,
meaning that recognized medical institutions don’t need the

regulator’s permission to add more seats or start new PG
courses. This move clearly indicates that the aim of the
government is to encourage the private medical colleges and
gradually privatize the entire healthcare system. The common
National Eligibility and Entrance Test (NEET) will also favor
students who are predominantly urban, rich, and upper caste,
and who can afford the private tuition classes and highly priced
coaching centers needed to score well in such exams. Thus,
medical education will be made selectively available to
privileged social elites [4].

The bill has also a proposal for a common final year exam
for MBBS students, known as the National Exit Test (NEXT),
which will give both licenses for practice (who have cleared the
MBBS exam) as well as for admission to post-graduate (PG)
courses. However, the two objectives can't be matched since
the level of knowledge and training required for both are very
different; “and undermining the value of first, second and third
year subjects is also not appropriate,” said Dr. Harjit Singh
Bhatti, ex-president, Resident Doctors Association, AIIMS [3].
The fate of the students, who do not clear the test, will also
remain uncertain. Moreover, the attempt will incentivize MBBS
graduates to move to urban areas and pursue post-graduation.
They may also try a little more and prepare for PG entrance
exam outside India. India has already become the largest source
of physicians in the United States and the United Kingdom,
second largest in Australia, and third in Canada [4]. This, in
effect, will hamper the delivery system of health services,
especially in rural India.

The NMC bill was created in response to increasing
criticism of the functioning of the MCI by several stakeholders,
including the Supreme Court [4]. Many of its members have
been accused of taking bribes in exchange for granting
accreditation to the aspiring medical colleges. However, the
formation of NMC would replace an elected body (MCI) with
one where representatives are ‘nominated’. While MCI was an
autonomous body with two-third of its members being directly
elected by the medical fraternity, NMC will have government
nominated chairman and members, and the board members
will be selected by a search committee under the Cabinet
Secretary. Also, the power the Bill gives to the central
government to give policy and other directives to the NMC and
its autonomous boards will be binding and final. The central
government has also been empowered to give directives to
state governments for implementing provisions of the Bill,
reflecting its anti-federal character. This shift from the elected
MCI to the nominated NMC is a shift from a democratic system
towards an autocracy.



REPEAL UAPA AND CONDEMN THE 
NIA AMENDMENT BILL, 2019

As the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Amendment Bill
2019 (UAPA) was passed by the Lok Sabha on 24 July 2019, the
future of both human rights protectors and protectees in BJP-led
India is in severe crisis. The UAPA Bill in its present form is itself a
draconian piece of legislature that empowers the state to
completely bypass the process of prosecution, trial and conviction
and places the onus of proving innocence on the accused
individual. Since its enactment in 1967, the UAPA Bill vested
unchecked powers in the police to circumvent due process that
has been established to protect a citizen’s right to fair trial. In
principle, the Bill is implemented in the form of preventive
detention and abstract ideas like intentions, beliefs and thoughts
of an individual are treated as criminal offences. This travesty of
natural justice has not been overseen by one or two political
parties but has been abused by different governments in the past
five decades. A recent analysis of the NCRB data revealed that in
2015, 65 out of 76 cases in which trials were completed under
UAPA resulted in acquittal or discharge. On average, 75 percent
cases have ended in acquittal/discharge over three years ending
in 2016. The poor conviction rate points to the intention of
punishment by trial that the state intends to inflict on selfless
dedicated human rights activists. The incarceration of grass root
level activists working for the rights of the Adivasis to the
incarceration of prominent human rights lawyers and noted
academicians all point in the same direction. The provisions of the
law makes it extremely difficult to get bail and the orchestrated
vilification of the individuals facing trial under UAPA act as a two
faced sword for the accused person.

This amendment passed in the Lok Sabha will additionally
empower state officials to declare any individual a terrorist on
mere suspicion of the state and police. The amendment will
ensure that the investigative agency can seize the individual’s
property without any court order, thus resulting in glaring
violations of Article 14 and Article 21 of Indian constitution. While
the original Bill already had the provision to arrest and convict
persons associated with terrorist organizations and following the
natural course of justice, any individual once convicted of terror
charges can be jailed, the intention of the present government in
power to individually label individuals as terrorist reeks of
desperation. The labeling and stigmatization of individuals as
terrorists even if the investigative agency do not have sufficient

evidence to actually persecute and convict an individual points at
glaring violation of the fundamental human rights enshrined in
the constitution. The severe social consequences resulting from
such branding is a conscious effort to instill fear in individuals
fighting relentlessly for the justice of the most marginalized in the
society. Such ostracization solely on the basis of intuition and
fueled by motivated media trials provoked mass hysteria is akin to
throwing a person to frenzied mobs to face extra-judicial
punishments. While the whole country is witness to the labeling
of all dissenting voices as anti-national by the BJP, the new
amendments to the UAPA Bill will make it easier for the ruling
party to tag any rebellious individual who is fighting against the
economic and social antagonism in this unjust society. The latest
proposal is a new addition to the tools to arm-twist political
opponents of the present dispensation. The UAPA Bill in its
present form and the intended modifications remind us of the
Rowlatt Act implemented during the British colonial
administration. This particular amendment in 2019 is working
towards the blatant subversion of the Constitutional provision
ensuring right to innocence until proven guilty. A task that should
primarily be that of the judiciary has been snatched through the
legislative process and brought into the ambit of the executive.

Further to this, the Rajya Sabha unanimously passed the
National Investigation Agency (NIA) (Amendment) Bill, 2019. The
bill, amending the NIA Act, 2008, mandates a national-level
agency to conduct inquiries and prosecute offences listed under
the scheduled offences, allows special courts to be created for the
trial of scheduled offences and encourages the NIA to seize
properties of suspects without waiting for the local police. While
the NIA has been accused on numerous instances of targeting
minorities, the present amendments infringe on the rights of the
police in the states and severely challenge the federal structure of
the country. The NIA Amendment bill once again indicates
towards possible misuse of the probe agency for “political
vendetta” and will result in more thousands of youth belonging to
the oppressed communities (Adivasis, Muslims and Dalits)
languishing in jail for several years. The NIA, which was justified in
2008 as a necessary infringement on federalism for a limited
purpose, is now becoming a larger encroachment on the limited
“federalism”. The need of making the existing laws further
stringent is even greater threat to civil liberties by weakening the
few remaining protections in the criminal justice system. The
amendments will give the security forces carte blanche to commit
grave violations.
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